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FOREWORD 


When  I  got  word  a  couple  of  days  ago,  that  His  Grace, 
the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Mar  Aprem,  Metropolitan  Archbishop 
would  like  me  to  write  a  Foreword  to  his  latest  book  of 
travels,  I  agreed  readily,  not  because  I  am  a  jobless  man, 
even  though  I  have  retired  from  active  paid  service,  but 
because  His  Grace  is  such  a  spontaneous  and  uncalculating 
person. 


That  he  is  a  high  dignitary  of  his  Church,  and  that 
his  Church  and  the  Church  I  belong  to  have  a  shared 
Syrian  liturgical  tradition  is  not  of  much  consequence  to 
me  for  I  am  ignorant  of,  and  largely  indifferent  to,  the 
doctrinal  differences  which  have  plagued  the  Christian 
Church  down  the  centuries— the  simple  assurance  of  Jesus 
Christ — "lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world" — is  enough  doctrine  for  me,  but  it  is  a  shared 
Christian  faith  that  brought  us  together  on  the  Council 
and  Association  of  the  Christian  Medical  College,  Vellore. 
It  is  in  the  intervals  between  the  formal  sessions,  at  break¬ 
fast  or  lunch,  that  we  started  to  talk  to  each  other  and  to 
get  to  know  each  other. 

I  myself  am  a  fairly  well  travelled  man,  but  I  marvel 
at  the  journey  of  His  Grace.  He  seems  to  go  as  the  spirit 
moves  him,  and  everywhere,  his  hosts  have  joyfully 
welcomed  him.  To  stay  a  couple  of  days,  to  spiritually 
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refresh  his  flock, to  repair  friendships,  to  forge  fresh  bonds, 
and  he  is  gone!  When  is  he  coming  again?  Nobody  knows. 

!  have  learned  much  from  him.  I  did  not  know  that 
there  were  Assyrians,  called  so,  even  today  "The 
Assyrian  came  down  like  a  wolf  on  the  fold;  and  his 
cohorts  were  gleaming  in  purple  and  gold" — so  runs  a 
well  known  poem  in  the  English  language,  at  least  well 
known  to  people  of  my  generation.  But  who  would  think 
that  even  today,  His  Grace  is  constantly  ministering  to 
them  in  almost  every  corner  of  the  world?  I  also  have 
realised  how  very  different  is  the  world  of  a  prelate  from 
the  world  of  a  diplomat,  though  we  may  travel  through 
the  same  countries. 

I  hope  this  book  also  gives  its  readers  the  simple  and 
very  uncomplicated  pleasure  of  a  travel  book,  far  removed 
from  the  work  of  a  Naipaul,  or  a  Bruce  Chatwin. 


Madras, 

Dec.  31,  1993 


THOMAS  ABRAHAM 


Introduction 


To  write  a  travelogue  has  become  an  inevitable  part  of 
the  schedule  of  any  trip  for  me.  It  is  not  an  easy  routine. 
When  I  return  from  a  trip  there  will  be  some  pending 
correspondence  to  be  attended  to.  It  takes  a  full  day  to 
read  the  letters  delivered  at  my  address  during  my  absence* 
Then  it  takes  a  few  days  to  glance  through  the  newspapers 
to  familiarise  myself  with  local  news  not  availabie  abroad. 
Time  has  to  be  found  for  local  travels.  It  takes  at  least 
four  months  for  a  travelogue  to  come  out  of  the  Press. 

In  my  many  previous  trips  I  had  planned  to  write,  in 
the  course  of  travel  itself  at  least  a  rough  draft,  if  not  the 
final  one,  so  that  I  could  give  the  final  touch  to  my  work 
before  sending  it  to  the  Press.  But  while  abroad  I 
would  be  busy  visiting  friends  and  giving  talks.  Therefore 
I  never  succeeded  in  writing  beyond  a  few  pages  during 
any  trip.  I  have  always  desired  variety  in  the  style  of  my 
writing.  Any  way  I  am  grateful  that  I  have  been  able  to 
write  and  publish  a  travelogue  within  half  an  year  of  my 
return. 

Los  Angeles  To  Tokyo  is  the  description  of  my  visit  to 
California  and  Chicago  and  stop  in  Tokyo  during  the 
return  journey  in  August-Sept.  1 993.  When  I  commenced 
writing  this  I  had  a  six-day  trip  to  Colombo  and  Kandy 
in  Sri  Lanka  in  October.  Since  it  is  well  nigh  impossible 
to  attempt  a  second  travelogue  in  such  a  short  period  of 
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time,  I  hit  upon  the  idea  of  condensing  my  impressions 
of  Colombo  and  Kandy  in  one  chapter  to  be  added  as  the 
final  chapter  of  this  travelogue.  May  be  in  future  if  I  have 
a  longer  trip  to  this  neighbouring  Island  (though  not  very 
friendly  owing  to  the  legal  status  of  the  illegal  Indians 
in  that  island)  I  might  venture  into  a  full  length  Sri  Lanka 
travelogue. 

When  the  young  British  journalist  and  author  William 
Dalrymple  wrote  his  book  CITY  OF  DJINNS:  A  Year  in 
Delhi  (Harper  Collins.  Rs.  295)  Narayani  Gupta  reviewed 
it  in  Indian  Express  dated  November  7,  1993.  She 
compares  the  British  author  with  the  Indian  authors  who 
produce  travelogues  and  instant  guide  books.  She  writes: 

"We  are  a  garrulous  folk,  eager  to  part  with 
information,  to  sound  off  on  all  subjects.  Aforeign 
author,  well-clothed  or  otherwise,  armed  with  a 
tape-recorder  and  a  facile  pen  could  produce  a 
book  on  Indians  fairly  quickly.  A  year  in  Delhi 
was  enough  time  forthis  'unique  and  dazzling  feat 
of  research  and  adventure  by  one  of  the  finest 
writers  of  his  generation."  A  new  book  on  Delhi 
is  always  welcome  . " 

My  attempt  to  commend  on  Japan  and  Sri  Lanka 
after  spending  only  four  and  five  days  respectively  can  be 
considered  premature  or  immature.  Nevertheless,  I  kept 
my  eyes  and  ears  open  to  what  I  saw  and  heard  and  did 
some  homework  reading  nawspapers  and  periodicals  I 
happened  to  come  across  in  recent  months  on  politics, 
religion,  language,  currency,  almost  everything  that 
matters  to  men  and  women  of  our  generation  on  this 
planet  earth, 
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During  his  one  year,  in  Delhi  William  Dalrymple,  the 
young  journalist  who  earned  instant  fame  through  his 
much  acclaimed  first  novel  In  Xanadu,  succeeded  in 
learning  enough  about  Delhi.  The  Djinns  (the  spirits  the 
Moslems  believed)  must  have  told  him  quite  a  lot  about 
Delhi.  I  am  not  a  voracious  reader  of  books,  much  less 
of  novels.  It  is  not  the  word  Djinns  in  the  title  of  the 
novel  that  attracted  me.  It  is  the  novelist  because  he  as 
the  foreign  correspondent  of  the  SPECTATOR  of  London, 
had  interviewed  me  in  the  Metropolitan's  Palace  in 
Trichur  last  year  when  he  introduced  himself  to  me  as  a 
journalist  from  London  based  in  Delhi.  These  are 
professional  writers.  But  my  attempts  in  writing  humour 
or  travelogues  are  only  a  part-time  engagement.  Yes 
perhaps  I  should  stay  one  year  in  one  place  in  order  to 
take  in  the  customs,  manners  and  details  of  the  life  of  *he 
people  of  that  place.  But  in  a  travelogue  you  cannot 
expect  the  author  to  go  into  such  details.  Therefore 
these  pages  unfold  only  glimpses  of  the  U.  S.  A  ,  Japan  & 
Sri  Lanka. 

In  my  writing  I  do  not  indulge  in  using  many  high 
sounding  adjectives  or  synonyms  for  two  reasons.  Firstly' 
I  have  not  mastered  a  colourful  vocabulary.  Secondly, 
major  portion  of  my  readers  is  less  sophisticated.  Many 
of  them  are  those  who  are  not  native  speakers  of  English. 
The  people  from  India,  Iraq,  Iran,  Japan  and  Sri  Lanka 
whom  I  met  in  this  trip  are  likely  to  read  this  travelogue, 
some  of  them  to  whom  I  had  communicated  with  the 
help  of  my  lavish  gestures,  may  not  get  at  the  meaning  of 
what  I  have  written,  in  the  absence  of  those  simple 
actions. 

The  Indian  Express  dated  November  7,  1993  has  this 
advertisement  of  the  imminent  arrival  in  India  of  the 
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eminent  singer  Michael  Jackson;  ''After  Blasting  Bangkok, 
Charging  Chile  Swinging  Singapore,  Thrilling  Tel  Aviv, 
Mesmerising  Moscow,  He's  coming  to  Dazzle  Delhi." 
Such  samples  of  descriptive  terminology  are  blissfully 
absent  in  this  book.  Blissful  ignorance. 

No.  Jackson  didn't  dazzle  Delhi. 

A  disappointing  aunouncement  dashed  to  Delhi- 
Mschael  Jackson  has  called  off  his  Rs.  1 50  million 
"Dangerous"  extravaganza  in  Jawaharlal  Nehru  Stadium 
in  New  Delhi.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Indians 
were  planning  to  see  two  live  performances  of  Michael 
Jackson  in  Delhi  in  December.  Now  the  Michael 
Maniacs  are  mum.  The  sudden  cancellation  of  Michael 
Jackson's  visit  would  cost  about  Rs.  100  mi  I  lie  n  to  the 
sponsors.  The  Governmet  would  not  get  the  Rs.  25 
mhlion  entertainment  tax  expected  from  this  programme. 
The  promotional  costs  were  estimated  to  be  around  Rs.  15 
million 

My  gratitude  goee  to  Mr.  Thomas  Abraham,  former 
ambassdor  to  Switzerland  and  Vatican,  who  wrote  a 
fitting  "Foreword"to  this  travelogue.  My  decision  to 
request  him  to  write  a  Foreword  was  influenced  not 
simpiy  because  he  was  Ambassador  to  Switzerland  when 
I  attended  Amsterdam  assembly  of  Itinerant  Evangelists 
in  June  1983  and  also  when  I  went  to  Germany  and 
Sweden  later  the  same  year  and  I  could  travel  through 
Switzerland  as  I  had  a  Eurail  Pass  valid  for  two  weeks. 

Had  I  chosen  to  absent  myself  from  some  of  the 
sessions  after  I  presented  my  paper  in  the  symposium 
organized  by  the  Oriental  Canon  Law,  I  would  have  had 
enough  time  to  visit  some  of  the  European  countries  and 
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perhaps  visit  the  Indian  Ambassador  in  Switzer'and  who 
hailed  from  Kerala.  I  got  a  few  days  after  the  Symposium 
and  I  did  go  to  Zurich  and  Berne  in  Switzerland  for  two 
days.  But  I  did  not  attempt  to  meet  the  ambassador. 

After  his  retirement  he  was  co-opted  to  the  Council 
of  the  Christian  Medical  College  &  Hospital  in  Vellore 
and  we  had  opportunities  to  talk  both  in  Malayalam  and 
English  at  the  dining  table.  It  is  a  weakness  with  us 
Malayalees  that  we  automatically  switch  to  Malayalam 
when  a  friend  from  Kerala  joins  us,  although  we  are 
aware  that  our  North  Indian  friends  sometimes  do  not 
appreciate  our  chattering  in  our  mother  tongue 

Since  Thomas  Abraham  was  High  Commissioner  in 
Sri  Lanka  before  his  assignment  in  Switzerland  I  felt  that 
he  is  the  most  suitable  person  to  write  a  Foreword  to  this 
travelogue  which  has  a  final  chapter  as  an  appendix  on 
my  visit  to  Sri  Lanka. 

Moreover  he  has  been  mentioned  in  the  book  by 
K.  P.  S.  Menon  Many  Worlds  Revisited  which  I  have 
quoted  in  this  travelogue  to  point  out  Msnon's  impression 
of  Japan  and  Ceylon.  Mr.  Thomas  Abraham,  as  a  young 
man,  had  worked  under  K.  P.  S.  Menon  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary  invited  me  for  a 
silver  jubilee  alumni  re-union.  I  was  a  student  there 
during  the  academic  year  1967-68.  I  did  the  first  year  of 

the  Doctor  of  Theology  (Th.D  )  programme  at  the 
Seminary  when  I  was  made  a  bishop,  in  Bagdad,  on  21 
September  1968.  I  discontinued  at  Princeton  and 
registered  for  Doctor  of  Theology,  (D.  Th.)  degree  in  the 
Senate  of  Serampore,  India. 
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During  my  studies  in  Princeton,  I  was  taking  half 
of  the  courses  at  the  Seminary  and  some  courses  at  the 

prestigious  Princeton  University.  I  learned  Latin  and 
German  languages  as  well  as  Early  Christian  Thought  at 

the  feel  of  the  well  known  Professor  Fr.  Georges 
Florovsky  who  had  joined  Princeton  after  his  retirement 
from  the  famous  Harvard  University. 

My  diabetes,  prevented  me  from  travelling  in  May 
or  June.  I  postponed  my  trip  to  August.  I  had  begun  to 

inject  insulin,  stepping  the  tablets  which  I  was  using 
since  1977.  Meanwhile  the  Silver  Jubilee  re-union  was 

over,  and  I  did  not  find  much  attraction  in  going  to 
Princeton,  or  even  to  New  York. 

Next  year  I  might  go  there  if  I  get  an  opportunity  to 
visit  the  U.  S.  A  As  I  write  these  words  I  find  Princeton 
University  making  headlines  in  newspapers.  Physics 
Profeesor  Joseph  H.  Taylor  Jr  and  Princeton  Plasma 
Physics  laboratory  research  physicist  A.  Hulie  shared  the 
1993  Nobel  Prize  for  Physics.  It  is  for  their  discovery 
on  pulsar  timing  and  relativistic  gravity  at  the  University 
of  Massachusetts  in  1974, 

Another  Princeton  Professor  to  win  Nobel  prize  this 
year  is  Tom  Morrison,  an  African-American  (this  is  the 
new  decent  terminology  for  what  we  used  to  refer  to  as 

black  American  during  my  studies  in  Princeton). 
Mrs.  Morrison  who  won  the  Nobel  Prize  for  literature,  is 

professor  of  humanities  in  Princeton  University.  As  she 

said,  "Winning  as  an  American  is  very  special,  but 

winning  as  a  black  American  is  a  knockout. ''  She  had 

earlier  won  a  Pulitzer  Prize  for  fiction  in  1988.  The 

Bluest  Eyes  the  first  novel  of  this  62-year-old  professor 

was  published  in  1970  Her  novel  Beloved  was  published 
in  1987. 
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Commenting  on  the  length  of  A  Suitable  Boy,  the 
one-million-dollar-novel  of  Vikram  Seth,  which  fetched 
''the  largest  advances  in  publishing  history  for  a  first 
novel  by  any  writer  (£250,000  from  Phoenix  House,  a 

division  of  Orion,  for  the  U.  K  Edition,  plus  $600,000 
from  Harper  Collins  for  the  U.  S.  rights)",  Susan  Ram 
writes  in  Frontline,  April  9,  1993,  p .1 1  2. 

Many  of  the  problems  which  beset  A  Suitable 
Boy  derive  from  what  can  be  described  as 

Seth's  strategic  blunder :  the  creation  of  a  book  of 
ne3r-monstrous  proportion  far  from  justified  by  the 

theme,  the  plots,  the  characters  and  their  handling. 
(It  was  only  at  the  instance  of  his  literary  agent 
that  500  pages  text  were  pruned  from  what  would 
otherwise  have  been  a  behemoth  of  a  book.) 

The  implications  of  excessive  length  become 
clear  when  Seth's  novel  is  contrasted  with  the 
work  of  writers  known  for  the  conciseness,  clarity 
and  economy  of  their  prose." 

I  have  no  literary  agent,  no  editor,  no  proof  reader, 
except  the  voluntary  service  of  one  of  my  priests, 
Fr.  T  O.  Ignatius.  I  do  not  make  a  living  by  writing.  Yet 
the  urge  in  me  to  write  compelled  me  to  write  this  book 
too.  I  don't  intend  to  repeat  what  Vikram  Seth  wrote  in 
his  celebrated  poetic  novel,  The  Golden  Gate. 

"Buy  me  before  good  sense  insists 

you'll  strain  your  purse  and  sprain  your  wrists." 

My  books  are  always  low-priced.  Thus  it  will  not 
strain  the  purse  or  sprain  the  wrists  of  my  readers. 

Trichur 

25  December  1993 
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San  Diego 

On  Sunday  August  15,  1993  Singapore  Airlines  flight 
from  Singapore  via  Tokyo  touched  down  at  the  Los 
Angeles  airport.  I  had  left  Madras  only  on  Saturday 
midnight  August  1  4th.  When  I  reached  Singapore  it  was 
only  morning  on  Sunday.  Even  when  we  stopped  at 
Tokyo  airport  for  about  an  hour  it  was  about  6  p.  m., 
still  Sunday.  So  after  a  long  flight  from  Tokyo  when 
we  touched  down  in  Los  Angeles,  I  guessed  it  was 
Monday  noon  August  16th. 

But  I  became  suspicious  when  I  passed  through  the 
Customs.  The  officer  affixed  his  stamp  dated  15th 
August.  Is  it  still  15th  August?  It  is  more  titan  one  day 
after  I  had  changed  into  another  aircraft  at  Singapore.  Yet 
the  experienced  traveller  in  me  began  to  tell  me  that  I 
have  made  a  mistake.  Friday  night  I  had  telephoned 
from  Trichur  to  my  brother  Jos  Mooken  to  inform  him 
that  I  would  fly  from  Madras,  India  on  Saturday  night, 
and  would  arrive  in  Los  Angeles  on  Monday  noon. 

Finally  the  reality  dawned  on  me  that  I  was  in 

America  on  Sunday  itself,  the  date  and  the  day  I  had 
departed  from  Singapore.  I  locked  for  my  brother.  He 

was  not  seen.  I  thought  that  he  would  perhaps  arrive  at 
the  airport  one  day  earlier  than  I  wanted  him  to  be. 
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Nobody  was  there.  Finally  I  telephoned  to  him  to  confess 
my  mistake.  How  could  a  seasoned  traveller  like  me 
make  such  a  mistake? 

Being  a  Sunday  he  was  at  home.  Otherwise  his 
answering  machine  would  have  answered  me  and  I  would 
have  had  to  wait  till  evening.  He  was  happy  to  hear  my 
voice  and  asked  me  to  wait  a  couple  of  hours  for  him  and 
his  daughter  Miki  to  leave  San  Diego  and  to  reach  Los 
Angeles. 

When  I  returned  to  my  baggage  after  telephoning,  an 

Indian  friend  advised  me,  "Don't  leave  your  baggage  like 
that.  You  would  definitely  loose  it."  I  know  it,  but 

always  do  not  act  wisely. 

During  the  two -hour-drive  to  San  Diego  I  was  tired 
after  about  22  hours  of  flying  from  Madras  to  Los  Angeles 

via  Singapore  and  Tokyo.  At  the  same  time  I  was  aware 
that  I  had  left  only  on  midnight  of  Saturday,  and  I  was 

in  America  by  the  noon  of  Sunday.  I  have  clearly  lost 
one  full  day  in  between. 

I  was  aware  of  crossing  the  dateline,  as  such  infor¬ 
mation  was  shown  on  the  screen  where  movies  were 
shown  during  flight.  About  this  loss  of  a  day,  we  learn 
by  trial  and  error  sometimes. 

In  my  1992  visit  to  California  I  could  not  find  a  day 
to  visit  my  brother  and  family.  But  this  time  I  have  my 
scheduled  one-and-a-half  day,  plus  one  extra  day  as 
bonus  for  my  mistake  in  calculation- 

Usually  travel  agents  indicate  it  in  the  itinerary  they 
prepare  for  each  passenger.  But  I  got  my  tickets  and 
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details  of  travels  only  on  the  eve  of  my  departure.  There¬ 
fore  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it.  Moreover,  I  have 
a  wrong  notion  that  I  am  an  experienced  traveller  and  I 
have  mastered  these  details. 

The  extra  day  helped  me  to  relax  after  the  jet  lag. 

I  was  in  train  for  12  hours  from  Trichur  to  Madras, 
travelling  the  whole  of  Saturday  8.15  a.  m.  to  8.  45  p.m., 
reaching  iust  in  time  to  report  at  the  Madras  International 
airport.  I  could  have  managed  this  journey  in  3  hours, 
i.  e.  2  hours  by  train  or  car  from  Trichur  to  Cochin  and 
one  hour  flight  from  Cochin  to  Madras.  But  it  is  not 
easy  to  find  a  seat  for  this  flight.  While  one  can  get  a 
seat  from  Madras  to  Los  Angeles  in  one  day  it  takes  3  or 
4  days  to  get  a  booking  from  Cochin  to  Madras. 

Fortunately  things  are  improving  with  the  introduction 
of  private  airlines.  We  can  now  fly  from  Cochin  to 
Bombay  or  to  Bangalore  or  to  Delhi  in  private  airlines 
such  as  East  West  Airlines,  Jet  Airways  or  Modiluft. 
This  has  eased  the  tension  of  many  Indians  working 
abroad  who  come  to  visit  their  families  for  two  weeks  or 
so.  They  are  stranded  in  Bombay  often.  For  the  return 
flight  also  they  may  not  get  a  confirmation  on  a  reserved 
ticket  on  the  domestic  sector  i.  e.,  Cochin  to  Bombay. 

At  my  brother  Jos  Mooken's  house  I  spent  the 
evening  of  Sunday  with  just  the  family  members.  Lalu, 
my  brother's  wife,  is  an  active  member  in  the  local 
Church.  She  showed  me  the  certificate  which  the  local 
pastor  issued  recognising  her  dedicated  service  to  that 
parish.  As  a  bishop  I  am  always  happy  that  the  members 
of  my  family,  contribute  their  mite  to  the  Church,  on  a 
voluntary  basis. 
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Their  eldest  daughter  Miriam  is  married  to  an 
American,  Toni  Katzdorn.  In  1991  when  I  visited  San 
Diego  I  had  met  him.  As  eleven  out  of  my  twenty 
nephews  and  nieces  live  in  England  and  the  U.  S.  A.  with 
their  parents  I  look  forward  to  more  international  blood 
in  the  next  generations  in  our  family. 

I  hasten  toadd  that  I  am  not  against  this  international 
dimension.  My  only  prayer  is  that  they  be  examples  to 
the  people  around  them.  Whatever  good  Christian 
upbringing  their  parents  got  in  their  childhood  may  be 
passed  on  to  posterity;  even  in  this  AIDS  age,  unheard 
of  in  our  childhood. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  we  had  guests  for  supper 
California  does  not  have  many  Kerala  people,  unlike 
New  York,  Chicago.  Washington  D.  C.,  New  Jersey, 
Philadelphia,  Dallas.  Houston  etc.  In  California  I  guass 
San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  have  more  Kerala  people 
Kerala  Christians  have  Churches  in  scores  of  cities  in 
the  U.  S.  A.  but  not  in  San  Diego. 

Some  guests  were  invited  for  Monday  and  some 
others  for  Tuesday.  If  they  all  come  on  a  single  day 
it  would  be  congestion  in  the  house  and  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighbours.  Kerala  people  talk  and  laugh  aloud, 
especially,  when  I  am  present  there  with  my  humour 
books! 

Kerala  friends  talk  Malayalam  and  English.  Malayalam 
was  GreeK  and  Latin  to  the  younger  generation.  I  do  not 
dare  to  call  it  the  mother  tongue  of  these  youngsters.  It 
is  the  mothers'  tongue  to  most  of  them. 

I  have  a  sneaking  suspicion  that  most  of  the  Kerala 
kids  born  in  America  do  not  know  how  to  spell  or 
pronounce  correctly  the  name  of  their  mothers'  tongue. 
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There  are  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  educate 
their  offsprings  in  the  language  of  their  forefathers.  But 
most  parents  fail  miserably.  This  is  not  something 
peculiar  to  the  people  of  Kerala.  All  ethnic  groups  in  the 
United  States  have  the  same  problem,  to  a  greater  or 
Jess  degree. 

In  homes  where  grandfathers  and  grandmothers  are 
not  good  in  English,  some  grand  children  have  picked  up 
their  mother  tongue  in  deference  to  the  older  members.  I 
am  told  the  Russians  and  Germans  born  in  America  do 
learn  their  language.  French  are  more  proud  of  their 
national  language.  I  know  some  Assyrian  friends  speak 
°nly  their  language  even  after  being  in  America  for  many 
years. 

I  was  happy  to  meet  Omana  and  her  husband 
Dr.  Verghese.  !  had  met  them  during  my  previous  visits 
to  San  Diego.  Omana  is  the  second  daughter  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Samuel.  She  was  brought  up  in 
my  hometown,  Trichur.  So  I  feel  some  sort  of  affinity  to 
a  neighbour  in  a  distant  land.  They  were  happy  to  see 
me  as  I  came  from  Trichur  with  good  news  about  her 
parents.  As  I  record  these  words  her  parents  Thomas 
P.  Samuel  and  his  wife  Professor  Sarama  Thomas  are 
sojourning  in  San  Diego.  Mrs.  Thomas  was  formerly 
Principal  of  our  Chaldean  Syrian  College  in  Trichur. 

Ashok  and  his  wife  Roshini  came  with  their  children. 

I  had  met  them  before.  This  time  I  was  very  happy  to 
know  that  Ashok  was  the  son  of  my  friend  Mr. 
A.  K.  George.  The  Georges  were  visiting  Ashok,  but  was 
away  on  those  days  visiting  another  son. 

Dr.  8-  Mrs.  Mathan  were  there.  Guests  for  dinner  do 
not  mean  too  much  cooking  in  the  host  family  as  in  India. 
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In  America  guests  come  with  some  dishes  in  their  hands. 
We  share  the  meal  together.  By  telephone  the  hostess 
gives  a  hint  of  the  items  and  the  quantity  that  could  be 
helpful.  Sometimes  they  bring  more  than  what  all  the 
guests  could  consume  the  whole  night.  Some  guests 
brought  Payasam,  the  sweet  porridge  peculiar  to  South 
Indians  and  wanted  me  to  taste  it.  I  did  not  want  to 
disappoint  them.  Most  diabetic  patients  attempt  to  eat 
sweets  under  one  pretext  or  another.  The  next  day  I 
had  to  have  an  extra  dose  of  insulin. 

Menon  and  family  were  also  there.  When  one  is 

abroad  the  differences  in  religion  do  not  matter  much. 
Christians  and  Hindus  mingle  well  in  America,  particularly 
if  from  the  Kerala  state. 

My  friends  in  America  have  a  wrong  notion  that  all 
Indians  speak  Hindi  language.  No,  it  is  not  true.  Under 
the  three  language  formula,  we  in  Kerala  learn 
English  and  Hindi  in  addition  to  our  mother  tongue 
Malayalam.  Most  North  Indians  learn  only  English  in 
addition  to  Hindi.  North  Indians  who  speak  languages 
such  as  Gujarathi,  Punjabi,  Kashmere  etc,  have  easy 
access  to  Hindi,  because  Hindi  is  akin  to  their  mother 
tongue  unlike  Malayalam  or  Tamil. 

Howard  Wells,  is  an  accomplished  pianist  whose 
acquaintance  I  made  during  my  visit  to  California  in  1977. 
During  the  past  sixteen  years  our  friendship  has  grown. 
He  wanted  to  serve  as  a  priest  in  our  Church.  That  still 
remains  a  wish  as  I  have  no  jurisdiction  over  America. 

Since  my  first  visit  to  him  he  has  moved  to  San 
Diego.  That  makes  it  easy  for  me  to  visit  him  whenever 
I  get  a  chance  to  visit  my  brother,  in  1991  my  niece 
Miki  drove  me  over  to  the  San  Diego  Apartments  down¬ 
town.  This  time  my  brother  Jose  held  the  steering. 

Although  an  accomplished  pianist  he  needed  to 
practise  everytime  he  was  to  give  a  performance.  He  was 
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scheduled  to  practise  with  a  friend  on  violin  for  the 
programme  they  were  to  give  the  next  day  in  the  local 
hospital.  We  watched  their  practice. 

Our  talk  turned  to  the  subject  ''Music."  They  asked 
me  about  the  difference  between  western  music  and 
Indian  music.  Although  I  had  claimed  that  I  was  a 
Sitarist  in  addition  to  being  a  satirist,  I  changed  the  topic 
as  I  was  aware  of  my  incompetence  in  the  field. 

In  1991  when  I  visited  his  apartment,  he  presented 
me  with  a  very  useful  book  " A  Nestorian  Collection  of 
Christo/ogical  Texts ",  edited  and  translated  by  Luise 

Abramowski  and  Alan  E.  Goodman.  Vol.  II,  Cambridge 
University  Press,  1972. 

Prof.  Luise  Abramowski  of  Germany  is  known  to  me 
personally  as  we  had  attended  the  Syriac  Symposiums 
held  in  1980  in  Germany,  in  1988  in  Louvain  and  in  1992 
at  Cambridge.  She  visited  the  Metropolitan's  Palace  in 
Trichur  when  she  attended  the  2nd  World  Syriac  Con¬ 
ference  in  Kottayam  in  1990.  This  book  is  a  very  useful 
work. 

The  Nestorians  or  the  Lost  Tribes  written  by  Asahel 
Grant  in  1841  was  a  book  I  wanted  to  possess.  It  was 
out  of  print  for  long.  In  1973  i.  e.  after  132  years  a  re¬ 
print  was  brought  at  by  Philo  Press  in  Amsterdam. 
Howard  Wells  gifted  a  copy  to  me. 

I  flew  from  San  Diego  airport  on  Wednesday.  That 
was  the  first  time  I  saw  that  airport,  because  on  previous 

occasions  I  had  returned  by  car.  This  time  it  was  not  a 
week-end  but  a  working  day.  Hence  I  preferred  to  fly 
rather  than  trouble  my  relatives  to  drive  me.  Miriam  and 
her  husband  Tony  Katzdorn  drove  me  to  the  airport  and 
showed  me  that  part  of  the  city  which  I  had  not  seen 
during  my  earlier  visits. 
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Modesto 

On  Wednesday  August  18,  1993  I  flew  from  San 
Diego  to  San  Francisco  changing  the  Delta  flight  at  Los 
Angeles  airport.  I  had  asked  for  a  flight  to  Modesto. 
But  there  was  no  direct  flight  to  Modesto  neither  from 
Los  Angeles  nor  from  San  Francisco.  I  would  have  to 
fly  from  San  Francisco  to  San  Jose  to  catch  a  flight  to 
Modesto.  But  alas! 

There  was  no  flight  from  Los  Angeles  to  San  Jose 
either.  That  means  I  would  have  to  travel  by  four 
aircrafts  from  San  Diego  to  Modesto.  I  preferred  a  lesser 
evil  by  taking  the  first  two  flights  and  then  travelling  by 
car  from  San  Francisco  to  Modesto  which  was  only  three 
hours  distance.  This  problem  of  four  flights  arose  because 
I  had  taken  Delta  Airlines  on  Visit  USA  ticket  for 
domestic  travel  Other  airlines  have  direct  flights  from 
Los  Angeles  to  San  Jose  without  going  to  San  Francisco. 

Behram  Behrami  met  me  at  the  airport  in  San 
Francisco  and  dro^/e  me  to  Sundial  Lodge  &  Restaurant 
at  808  Me  Henry  Avenue  in  Modesto.  Last  year  I  stayed 
in  church  buildings  in  the  6-acre  property  the  church  had 
bought  in  Empire,  the  city  adjacent  to  Modesto.  After 
meeting  Rev.  Eshai  Joseph  who  was  waiting  for  me  there, 
1  went  to  the  Church  House  to  meet  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  1 1 
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of  Bagdad  who  had  arrived  on  a  visit  to  the  U.  S.  A. 
Rev.  Awiqam  Pithyou,  priest  of  Odisho  parish  in  Chicago, 
was  also  staying  with  him. 

It  was  my  first  meeting  with  Patriarch  Mar  Adai  II 
after  the  unfortunate  Kuwait  war  of  August  1990  and 
later  the  bombing  of  Bagdad  in  January  1991. 

When  we  last  met  in  Bagdad  in  March  1990  for  the 
Synod  of  the  bishops,  I  was  pleased  by  the  end  of  Iran- 
Iraq  war  (1980-88).  I  was  impressed  by  the  progress 
Iraq  had  made  in  re-building  the  bridges,  roads  and  such 
other  public  utility  services.  When  I  left  Bagdad  I  had 
hoped  better  and  prosperous  days  were  in  store  for  this 
ancient  land  where  our  forefathers  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob  lived. 

Unfortunately  on  August  1st  that  year  Iraq  moved 
into  Kuwait.  That  midnight  military  action  was  the 
beginning  of  more  cruel  incidents  which  led  to  the 
bombing  of  Bagdad  by  the  American  aeroplanes  stationed 
in  Saudi  Arabia.  This  invited  U.  N.  sanctions.  Now  one 
has  to  pay  80  Iraqi  dinars  to  get  one  US  dollar. 
Previously  one  could  get  3  US  dollars  for  one  Iraqi  dinar. 
Yes,  Iraqi  dinar  has  weakened  240  times.  Instead  of 
paying  one  dinar  for  3  dollars,  one  has  to  pay  now  240 
dinars  for  3  dollars.  Such  a  devaluation  of  Dinar  cannot 
but  affect  the  economy  of  Iraq 

The  church  functions  went  on  as  usual.  Last  year  a 
priest  in  Iraq  had  been  consecrated  as  Bishop  for  Syria. 
This  new  Bishop,  Mar  Yakob  is  doing  well  in  establishing 
a  bishop's  house  rn  Hassake  in  Khabour  valley  in  Syria. 
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Another  priest  was  consecrated  as  bishop  under  the 
name  Mar  Ammanuel  to  be  assistant  to  the  Patriarch  at 
Bagdad.  I  do  not  know  why  they  chose  that  name.  It 
causes  confusion  because  the  assistant  at  the  Chaldean 
(Catholic)  Patriarchate  in  Bagdad  is  also  Mar  Ammanuel 
Deli  who  has  been  in  that  post  even  during  the  time  of 
the  late  Patriarch  Mar  Poulose  Cheiko.  So  when  one 

refers  to  the  Patriarchal  assistant  Mar  Ammanuel  in 
Bagdad,  it  becomes  necessary  to  clarify  which  Mar 

Ammanuel  it  is,  the  assistant  to  Patriarch  Mar  Raphael  or 
the  assistant  to  Patriarch  Mar  Addai  II,  as  both 
Patriarchs  are  residing  in  Bagdad. 

The  stay  at  Sundial  lodge  was  comfortable.  The 
Galas  family  (Greek)  which  runs  this  lodge  has  established 
a  name  and  fame  of  their  own  for  their  friendly  behaviour 
and  excellent  service.  It  was  the  first  time  I  stayed  in  a 
lodge  or  hotel  in  Modesto.  During  my  previous  visits  in 
1984  and  88  I  had  stayed  in  private  homes.  In  1991  and 
1992  the  church  had  their  houses  for  my  accomodation. 
In  1991  it  was  a  rented  house,  while  in  1992  it  was  our 
own  building  in  Empire  where  the  Patriarch  was  staying 
this  time. 

I  remember  the  1984  stay  sleeping  on  the  water  bed 
of  Mike  Purto  under  the  constant  fear  that  the  bed  would 
burst  anytime  at  night  and  I  would  be  drowned,  as  I 
couldn't  swim.  During  the  1988  visit  I  stayed  in  the  house 
of  Yacob  S.  Yacob,  cousin  of  late  Mar  Thoma  Darmo 
where  Yacob's  mother's  elder  sister  Shirin  Kallu  aged  116 
was  staying. 

Sundial  Lodge  is  proud  of  its  restaurant.  They  boast 
of  their  "finest  meats,  aged  and  prepared  to  your  exact 
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specifications."  But  I  had  not  eaten  meat  ever  since 
I  became  a  bishop  25  years  back.  So  the  above  informa¬ 
tion  was  of  no  help.  Their  leaflet  claims,  "Each  setting 
features  the  finest  wine  selections,  fresh,  home-made 
bakery  items  and  delectable  desserts."  None  of  these 
could  entice  me  to  the  dining  room. 

I  do  not  drink  any  kind  of  wine.  "Delectable  desserts'' 
would  increase  the  sugar  level  in  my  blood  and  urine.  I 
am  a  diabetic  patient.  I  keep  away  from  Diet  Coca  Cola 
and  Diet  Pepsi,  because  I  have  little  faith  in  the  advice  of 
my  friends  and  well  wishers  that  these  "diet''  foods  are 
harmless.  In  my  experience  any  thing  that  goes  into  the 
mouth  is  harmful  to  diabetic  patients,  except  maybe  bitter 
gourd,  which  occasionally  I  eat,  although  I  detest  its 
bitter  taste. 

Everything  said  I  recommend  the  warm  services  of 
this  home  away  from  home.  I  talked  to  the  owner  and 
presented  my  joke  books  to  them.  I  am  sure  that  they 
had  a  hearty  laugh  while  reading  the  bishop's  book  and  I 
guess  that  the  books  would  have  been  stolen  if  they  had 
kept  it  somewhere  in  the  lounge  for  of  their  customers  to 
read  and  enjoy-  Even  bishops  have  complained  to  me 
that  their  friends  had  "lifted"  my  books  of  jokes  from 
their  reading  rooms. 

On  August  19  it  was  my  pleasure  to  conduct  Holy 
Qurbana  in  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Hughson.  The  festival 
of  Transfiguration  of  our  Lord  on  Mount  Tabor  is  an 
'immovable'  festival  on  the  Church  calendar.  It  falls  on 
August  19  every  year.  That  year  it  was  a  Thursday  and  I 
had  my  serious  doubts  whether  anybody  would  turn  up 
for  the  service  in  the  Church.  Contrary  to  my  expectation* 
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a  good  number  of  Assyrians  attended  that  service.  We 
had  breakfast  in  the  Church  hall,  as  usual,  after  the  holy 
service.  Some  of  the  Assyrians  were  not  employed. 
Therefore  they  were  free  to  come  to  (he  Church  on  the 
Transfiguration  festival  day. 

On  Sunday  22nd  I  was  doubly  happy  to  celebrate 
Qurbana  on  the  same  altar.  The  church  was  almost  full. 
In  my  speech  I  expressed  happiness  at  the  growth  of  that 
parish  since  my  first  visit  to  that  area  along  with  Patriarch 
Mar  Addai  II  in  1984. 

During  the  past  nine  years  this  congregation  has  seen 
considerable  growth.  In  1984  we  conducted  communion 
service  in  an  Episcopal  Church  in  Turlock.  After  that  we 
acquired  St  Mary's  Church  in  Hughson  close  to  Turlock 
and  Modesto  area.  We  bought  it  from  the  Church  of 
Nazarene  and  altered  the  altar  with  veil  etc.,  to  suit  our 
Church  tradition. 

I  was  elated  by  the  growth  of  this  little  Assyrian 
congregation.  At  the  same  time  I  was  sorry  at  the 
dissensions  in  this  small  parish.  Some  want  the  priest  to 
change  his  style  of  functioning.  Some  feel  that  the 
Church  is  rich.  Where  have  the  million  dollars  gone,  ask 
some. 

Rev.  Eshai  Joseph  the  71 -year-old  priest  was  trying 
to  explain  how  the  million  dollars  were  utilised.  He 
explains  that  a  quarter  million  was  given  as  a  loan  to  the 
Assyrian  Church  of  the  new  calendar.  Another  quarter 
million  was  given  for  the  purchase  of  a  Church  for  us  in 
Canada.  Smaller  loans  were  given  to  our  Church  in 
Chicago.  A  sizable  sum  was  spent  to  purchase  a  property 
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in  Burbank.  $  26,000  was  sent  to  Mar  Narsai  Press  to 
re-print  the  Syriac  prayer  book  called  Hudra.  50,000 
dollars  were  donated  for  food  and  medicine  to  the 
children  in  Iraq  through  an  approved  voluntary  social 
service  agency.  The  Patriarch's  expenses  were  taken 
care  of  by  this  parish. 

This  is  the  only  rich  church  in  the  Church  of  the  East 
following  the  old  calendar.  How  does  the  money  come? 
It  is  through  Bingo  games,  legal  in  California.  Some 
Protestant  Churches  have  questioned  the  appropriateness 
of  Churches  earning  money  by  Bingo  games,  which  is  a 
form  of  gambling.  The  answer  the  Church  gives  is  that 
since  its  members  are  not  rich  this  is  the  only  legal  way 
they  can  find  money  for  the  needs  of  the  Church. 
St  Mary's  Bingo  has  a  free  kitichen  on  Sundays  open  for 
the  poor  people  in  the  area,  irrespective  of  caste,  creed 
or  colour. 

When  there  is  money,  there  are  problems.  Some 
members  feel  that  they  can  handle  the  finance  of  the 
Church  better  than  the  present  incumbents,  who  in  their 
turn  fear  that  the  position  will  be  worse,  if  they  quit.  It 
is  difficult  to  decide  one  way  or  the  other. 

My  being  there  at  the  crucial  stage  of  this  power 
struggle  is  purely  accidental.  But  my  services  were 
utilised  for  framing  new  bye  laws  for  the  parish  and 
bridging  the  gap  between  the  people  of  opposing  views. 
Divisions  in  the  Churches  and  desire  for  power  or  position 
in  the  Church  make  me  sad.  But  this  appears  to  be  a 
necessary  evil.  It  is  inevitable  in  many  situations.  When 
people  holding  conflicting  views  work  together  in  the 
secular  or  religious  spheres,  tension  is  bound  to  mount. 
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In  our  Church  in  Turlock,  l  was  happy  to  meet  Mr. 
Narsai  Narsai  from  England  who  was  on  a  short  visit  to 

the  U.  S.  A.  He  was  very  helpful  to  me  in  Aug-Sept.  1 992 
when  I  visited  England.  It  was  he  who  drove  me  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  attend  the  Symposium  Syriacum.  He  was 
active  in  arranging  the  Holy  Qurbana  in  the  Assyrian  Club 
in  Temple  Road,  Ealing,  London  on  Sunday  6th  September 
1992.  Probably  I  shall  be  in  England  again  in  May  1994. 

I  have  been  invited  to  deliver  the  annual  lecture  at  Lough¬ 
borough  University,  (not  far  from  Rugby  wheie  my  sister 
lives)  on  Tuesday  May  1 0,  1 994.  This  will  give  mean 
opportunity  to  conduct  a  Qurbana  on  Sunday  May  15th 
tor  the  Assyrians  in  Ealing. 

Youel,  youngest  brother  of  Eshaya  Chemmani,  lives 
in  Modesto.  During  my  1984  visit  he  and  his  family  were 
living  with  Eshaya  in  Ealing.  Now  they  have  settled 
down  in  Modesto.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Church 
committee  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Hughson.  His  father, 
the  late  Archdeacon  Isaac  Enwiya  Chemmani,  was  the 
leader  of  the  old  calendar  movement  in  Bagdad  when 
Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun  changed  the  Julian  calendar 
and  adopted  the  Gregorian  calendar  introduced  by  Pope 
Gregory  on  5th  Oct.  1582. 


Another  member  of  the  present  church  committee  is 
Mr.  Is'hak  Isho  who  had  married  the  niece  of  the  late  Mar 
Thoma  Darmo  Patriarch.  I  had  visited  them  in  May  1992 
and  a  photograph  of  that  visit  appeared  in  my  book 
Washington  to  New  York.  But  owing  to  my  various  pre¬ 
occupations  I  could  not  send  a  copy  of  the  book  to  them. 
Both  Isaac  and  his  wife  are  very  much  dedicated  to  the 
Church. 
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Moshe  Moshe  and  his  wife  Rejina  came  to  see  me. 
I  had  stayed  in  their  home  in  San  Bernardino  in  California 
in  May  1991.  They  have  left  San  Bernandino  and  now 
lives  in  Modesto  area.  Both  Moshe  and  Rejina  love  the 
Bible  and  enjoy  referring  to  it.  I  am  happy  that  even 
Assyrian  women  are  very  much  interested  in  learning  the 
Bible. 

Dr.  Davy  Ernmatty 

In  1966  when  I  was  studying  in  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York  I  was  pleasantly  surprised  to  have  a 
visitor  from  my  neighbourhood  in  Trichur  town.  He  had 
gone  to  the  USA  a  couple  of  years  earlier  than  I  to  do  his 
Ph.  D.  When  I  did  Qurbana  in  1977  in  Archdeacon  Sadok 
de  Mar  Shimun's  Church  he  came  with  his  family  to 
Chicago  to  attend  the  service.  After  the  service  he  drove 
me  to  h in  home  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  I  visited  him 
again  in  1988  and  1991. 

Dr.  Davy  Ernmatty  from  Trichur  is  an  expert  on 
tomatoes.  He  has  a  Ph.  D.  from  Purdue  University, 
Now  his  job  is  to  go  around  and  advise  farmers  how 
to  grow  bigger  and  better  (more  red  colour  on  skin) 
tomatoes.  Me  is  employed  by  the  Heinz  Ketchup  company- 
He  lived  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio  for  a  long  time.  Last 
year  he  was  transferred  from  Ohio  to  California.  A  iong 
distance  transfer.  He  has  now  got  settled  in  Stockton 
I  was  happy  to  see  the  vegetables  grown  in  his  garden. 
Being  an  expert  on  plants  and  vegetables,  he  is  setting 
example  to  others  by  growing  a  vegetable  garden  in  his 
own  backyard. 

His  son  Anil  is  in  college.  But  his  daughter  Liza 
stays  with  her  parents.  Liza  and  her  mother  Gracy  have 
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already  purchased  their  air  tickets  for  their  journey  to 
India  in  December.  In  the  United  States  they  plan  their 
trips  quite  ahead.  Moreover,  in  rush  season  it  is  difficult 
to  get  air  tickets.  Visiting  home  is  expensive  as  India  is 
far  away  from  the  U.  S.  A.  Still  it  is  not  easy  to  forget 
the  links  with  relatives.  Therefore  even  when  the  air 
fare  keeps  shooting  up,  Indians  travel  home  after  an 
interval  of  3  or  4  years. 

Joy  Mulakkan 

I  was  happy  to  be  able  to  visit  Joy  Mulakkan,  son  of 
Mulakkan  Poulose  of  Mar  Mari  Sleeha  parish,  Kuriachira 
Trichur.  The  day  I  reached  California,  i.  e.,  August  15, 
1993  his  parish  in  Trichur,  was  remembering  the  golden 
wedding  anniversary  of  Mr.  Poulose  Mulakkan  and  his 
wife.  I  was  invited  to  be  present  in  that  Church.  But 
I  had  to  leave  Trichur  one  day  early.  The  elder  one  of 
the  two  sons  of  Poulose  is  the  brilliant  engineer  Joy 
Mulakkan  who  bought  his  family's  name  by  the  patent  of 
Mulakkan  Rotary  engine.  Joy  Mulakkan  who  has  taken 
an  Engineering  degree  (Mechanical)  from  Trichur  had 
earlier  worked  as  the  project  Manager  of  Keltron  in 
Trivandrum. 

In  1 982  he  went  to  America  and  took  his  M.  S.  degree 
in  industrial  and  System  engineering  from  Ohio  State 
University.  Now  he  is  employed  as  Manufacturing  Engi¬ 
neering  Manager  with  Sun  Microsysterrrs. 

India  West,  dated  Dec  14,  1990  has  a  lengthy  article 
about  the  U.  S.  patent  Mr.  Joy  Mulakkan  obtained  for 
his  Mulakkan  Rotary  Engine.  (No.  4966102).  It  says  : 

''Unlike  the  Wankel,  four  power  strokes  per  revo¬ 
lution  are  claimed  for  this  compact  rotary  engine 
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with  four  vanes  pivoted  on  the  inside  circumstance 
of  a  cylindrical  chamber.  The  inventor  maintains 
that  the  engine  is  16  times  more  powerful  than 
similar  piston  engines  for  the  same  volume  capacity. 
And  since  all  moving  parts  are  symmetrical  and 
their  movement  is  synchronized,  no  unbalanced 
forces  are  generated  during  operation.  Mulakken 
insists  that  his  engine  is  simple  to  manufacture  and 
requires  no  expensive  tooling." 

On  Saturday  21  st  August  I  telephoned  to  Joy.  He 
was  not  home.  On  Sunday  morning  I  telephoned  again. 
I  was  about  to  go  from  Modesto  to  Hughson  to  conduct 
Holy  Qurbana.  Joy  who  lives  in  Newark  would  take 
about  two  hours  to  reach  me.  So  I  promised  to  visit  his 
home  next  morning  for  breakfast  on  my  way  to  San  Jose 
air  port. 

I  was  specially  happy  because  it  is  more  than  ten 
years  since  I  saw  him  in  Trichur  at  a  time  when  he  was 
planning  to  go  to  Ohio.  Although  I  had  been  to  America 
four  times  since  then  i.e..  in  1984,  88,  91  and  92,  I  could 
not  contact  him.  In  1991  and  1992  after  I  read  about  his 
invention  I  desired  very  much  to  meet  him  personally  to 
congratulate  and  encourage  him,  I  could  not  trace  him  as 
I  did  not  know  his  exact  address. 

This  time  I  obtained  his  address  and  telephone 
number  from  his  father,  Mr-  Poulose  who  had  voluntarily 
given  valuable  time  in  planning  and  supervising  construc¬ 
tion  of  several  Churches  and  other  buildings  of  the 
Church.  I  wish  we  had  more  people  like  him  who  could 
serve  the  Church,  as  lay  members. 


MODESTO 


35 


His  wife  Saji  is  from  Trivandrum.  She  too  works  in 
the  Sillican  Valley  area  like  her  husband.  Their  home  in 
Newark  is  not  very  far  from  their  offices.  Their  children 
Nisha  and  Nikhil  kept  a  distance  from  me,  a  stranger. 
When  I  told  them  that  I  used  to  be  a  babysitter  in 
Princeton  during  my  studies  there,  the  children  came  near 
me  and  I  cracked  some  jokes.  I  also  announced  that  the 
title  of  my  forthcoming  book  of  jokes  is  entitled  Joy  to  the 
World  as  it  is  planned  to  be  ready  for  Christmas  season 
when  we  hear  the  familiar  song: 

Joy  to  the  World  the  Lord  is  come, 

Let  earth  receive  the  King. 

They  must  have  been  happy  because  their  Daddy's 
name  is  Joy.  I  told  their  Mummy  that  her  name  Saji  is 
the  name  of  my  nephew  in  Ohio.  Yes,  both  boys  and 
girls  have  this  name  Saji.  Of  course,  it  is  not  a  common 
name.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  boy's  names  among 
Christians  in  Kerala  are  Thomas,  Mathew,  George,  Joseph, 
Antony  and  Alexander.  Kerala  pays  respects  to  Thomas 
as  St.  Thomas,  the  doubting  disciple  of  Jesus,  is  believed 
to  have  evangelised  Kerala. 

As  Joy  drove  me  to  San  Jose  airport  the  children  got 
into  the  car.  They  were  no  more  strangers  to  me,  as  they 
had  appeared  to  be  two  hours  earlier.  Growing  up  away 
from  their  relatives  and  culture  it  may  be  difficult  for 
them  to  maintain  the  same  moral  values  as  their  parents. 
May  God  protect  and  bless  them  is  my  prayer  and  wish. 

Joy  showed  me  his  invention,  a  small  model  made  in 
glass  or  plastic.  He  explained  how  it  functioned.  Behram 
Behrami  who  is  a  qualified  engineer  from  Bagdad  was  my 
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escort  that  morning.  He  could  easily  understand  the 
advantages  of  such  an  invention.  My  lay-mind  also 
took  in  some  idea  of  it's  working  because  I  had  done 
Mathematics,  Physics  and  Chemistry  during  my  two  year- 
intermediate  course.  When  my  classmates  joined  the 
Engineering  college  in  1957  I  entered  the  Theological 
College  and  started  learning  Bible,  Church  History  and 
such  other  subjects. 

The  inventor  has  to  produce  such  a  sample  machine, 
maybe  in  plaster  of  paris  rather  than  in  plastic,  and  fill 
gasoline  and  demonstrate  the  actual  functioning  of  this 
rotary  engine.  If  model  engines  are  manufactured  the 
big  companies  may  buy  this  invention.  They  may  buy  a 
patented  invention  but  may  not  produce  it  fearing  the 
loss  they  may  incur  if  they  do  not  produce  the  existing 
model  which  is  suited  to  their  available  infrastructure. 

Joy  Mulakkan  is  finding  it  difficult  to  have  a  quick 
device  to  see  his  invention  in  the  market.  All  inventors 
have  this  problem.  A  man  who  managed  to  find  his 
invention  in  the  market  successfully  is  Dr.  Ray  Dolby  who 
earned  his  Ph.  D  in  Physics  from  the  University  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  England  in  1961  and  worked  with  UNESCO  in 
1963.  He  made  his  invention  of  noise  reduction  in  reco¬ 
rding  while  he  was  recording  sitar  music  in  an  Ashram  in 
India  in  1964.  "Ray  Dolby's  name  has  appeared  on  at 
least  380  million  tape  players,  boom  boxes,  headphones 
and  car  stereos,  plus  a  few  billion  audio  cassette  packa- 
ages,"  writes  SPAN  dated  September  1993. 

Reading  the  interesting  and  informative  article  by 
Jaffrey  Young  captioned  "Inventor  From  the  Ashram'', 
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about  Dolby's  success  as  "an  inventive  businessman'', 
I  can  guess  how  difficult  it  would  be  for  an  Indian 
engineer  like  joy  Mulakkan  to  see  his  patent  accepted 
and  marketed  successful.  I  wish  him  success,  even  if  it 
is  not  to  the  tune  of  millions  as  Dolby. 

The  final  paragraph  in  the  SPAN  article  is  relevant 
to  sum  up  the  struggle  of  inventors  with  patents. 

Dolby  Labs,  it  seems,  is  well  equipped,  both 
technologically  and  emotionally,  to  contend  with 
rapid  change  in  electronics.  '  Anxiety  is  the  secret 
to  my  success/'  says  Dolby.  "It's  the  difference 
between  an  engineer,  who  generally  has  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  how  to  tackle  and  solve  the  problem 
he's  working  on,  and  *n  inventor,  who  wakes  up 
at  night  in  a  cold  sweat  sure  that  the  thing  he's 
trying  to  do  is  impossible." 

Oh,  yes  I  forgot  John  while  mentioning  popular  names 
in  Kerala.  That  name  too  is  common.  But  some  Johns 
(not  Jones)  are  called  Yohannan  (Aramaic  form)  or 
Lonappen  (Malayalam).  The  most  popular  name  in 
England  used  to  be  John  till  1  992.  Now  according  to  the 
Guinness  Book  of  World  Records,  John  is  placed  40th  in 
the  list  of  popular  names  while  Mathew,  Bartholomew  and 
some  Biblical  names  have  found  their  place  in  the  first 
forty  popular  names  in  England.  John  lost  the  place 
after  two  and  a  half  centuries. 


Ill 


Sister  &  Brother 


From  San  Jose  airport  I  flew  to  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Having  had  to  change  flights  at  Salt  Lake  City  and  another 
airport  I  reached  Columbus  only  at  midnight.  My  sister 
Leela  was  there  with  her  husband  Professor  Alex  and 
daughter  Asha  to  receive  me. 

I  was  happy  to  see  Sebi  Paul  Nadakavukaran  who 
lives  near  my  sister's  residence.  Sebi's  mother  Lizzy  was 
known  to  my  sister  and  me  in  our  younger  days,  some 
forty  years  ago,  in  Trichur.  Lizzy's  paternal  uncle  Abraham 
had  married  my  father  s  sister  Mariamma.  Both  my  aunt 
and  Sebi's  uncle  are  no  more.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
this  friendship  is  passed  on  to  the  present  generation. 
Sebi  is  a  brilliant  engineer  who  came  to  the  USA  in  1988 
and  is  an  eligible  bachelor  intending  to  settle  down  in 
the  USA.  He  is  a  great  help  to  my  sister,  as  her  son  Dr. 
Saji  has  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio  where  he  works.  It 
is  a  real  blessing  to  have  somebody  from  your  own  country 
who  speaks  your  mother  tongue  Malayalam  when  you 
live  in  an  alien  country  like  the  USA,  however  friendly  the 
neighbours  may  be. 

A  dictaphone  is  likely  to  be  useful  in  my  writing  career, 
to  give  a  little  relief  to  my  hand.  We  went  to  look  for 
one.  We  couldn't  find  a  suitable  dictaphone.  Since 
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computers  became  common,  they  do  not  manufacture 
dictaphones  any  more.  The  closest  to  what  we  were 
looking  for  was  a  micro  cassette  recorder,  which  is  used 
by  news  reporters  when  they  interview  people.  As  I  did 
not  know  much  about  these  electronic  gadgets  I  had  to 
depend  on  Asha,  my  sister's  daughter.  In  the  shops  we 
went  to,  there  were  no  competent  persons  who  could 
answer  our  questions  and  explain  to  us  how  to  operate 
these  micro  cassette  recorders  which  they  were  selling. 

Finally  after  checking  the  price  and  quality  of  the 
machine  in  two  shops  we  returned  to  the  first  shop  and 
purchased  a  micro  cassette  recorder  produced  by 
PANASONIC,  costing  about  $70.  I  started  using  it.  Yet 
I  am  writing  these  pages  in  long  hand,  as  my  typist  is  not 
familiar  with  the  art  of  typing  out  from  the  tapes.  His 
ears  are  not  tuned  to  it  yet.  May  be,  one  day  I  will  have 
somebody  who  could  type  out  efficiently  from  tapes. 

From  Columbus,  Ohio  we  drove  to  Seline  near  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan  where  my  younger  brother  Addison  lives. 
The  drive  took  about  four  hours.  Leela,  Alex  and  Asha 
took  me  there.  It  was  nice  to  have  a  get-together  with 
my  sister  Leela  and  brother  Addison.  Leela  is  the  2nd,  | 

am  the  4th  and  Addison  is  the  8th  of  the  ten  children  of 
our  parents.  But  in  weight  and  size  it  is  in  the  opposite 
order.  I  weigh  70  Kg.  which  is  more  than  my  sister's  and 
less  than  that  of  my  younger  brother. 

Addison  is  the  technical  Director  in  James  River 
Corporation,  one  of  the  leading  companies  manufacturing 
special  paper.  His  wife  Molly  is  also  employed.  Addison 
has  been  in  the  USA  since  1968  and  Molly  went  to 
America  after  their  marriage.  They  seem  to  be  well 
settled  in  America,  although  they  talk  about  returning  to 
India  after  retirement.  I  doubt  whether  they  would  be 
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able  to  make  it;  as  their  children  would  never  feel  at 
home  anywhere  in  India.  Most  of  the  Indians  abroad 
talk  about  returning  home.  But  I  do  not  believe  even  1  % 
of  the  Indians  in  the  US  would  give  up  the  comforts  of 
the  country. 

I 

A  painter  in  Addison's  house  listened  to  us  talking 
in  Malayalam.  He  found  time  to  great  us  and  talk  about 
Aramaic  origin  of  the  New  Testament.  I  was  curious 
because  he  was  not  an  Assyrian.  How  did  this  American 
Know  about  the  Aramaic  words?  He  told  us  about  the 
Way  International  and  the  translation  of  Bible  by  the  late 
George  M.  Lamsa.  I  was  happy  to  hear  about  Lamsa,  as 
he  was  a  member  of  our  Church. 

One  of  the  early  Assyrians  who  emigrated  to  the 
U.  S.  A.  when  the  late  Mar  Abimalek  Timotheus 
Metropolitan  of  India  established  the  first  Assyrian  Church 
in  Chicago  in  1925,  George  M.  Lamsa  was  one  of  those 
in  the  committee.  Although  many  western  scholars  do 
not  give  much  importance  to  Lamsa's  translation,  there 

are  some  like  the  Way  International  and  this  painter  who 

are  fascinated  by  the  interpretations  Lamsa  gave. 

\ 

Aprem  and  Grace  Mary,  the  son  and  daughter  of  my 
brother,  got  a  few  minutes  more  this  time  to  talk  with 
their  busy  uncle  this  time.  I  tried  to  play  the  sitar  which 
I  had  left  with  my  brother  tn  1991,  as  it  was  not  easy  to 
carry  it  from  place  to  place. 

"I  want  to  be  a  lawyer,  corporate.  I  want  to  make  a 
million  dollars.  I  want  to  be  the  first  black  woman 
President  of  the  United  States"  was  the  ready  reply  the 
seven-year-old  Grace  Mary  gave  to  one  of  my  questions- 
Even  at  such  a  young  age,  one  wants  to  make  a  million 
dollars.  We  all  are  over-ambitious.  Amusing  and 
amazing!  Who  does  not  like  a  million  dollars?  .  . 


IV 


Chicago 

My  flight  from  Detroit  touched  down  at  Midway  air¬ 
port  instead  of  O'hare  international  airport  as  in  my 
previous  visits.  Although  I  had  made  it  clear  in  my  tele¬ 
phone  conversation  that  my  arrival  would  be  at  Midway 
instead  of  O'hare,  there  was  none  to  meet  me.  Therefore 
I  just  wondered  what  to  do.  I  decided  to  wait  for  some 
time.  Because  of  the  traffic  in  Chicago,  reaching  Midway 
airport  from  our  Church  would  take  time  in  the  morning- 


After  some  waiting  I  decided  to  start  writing  this 
travelogue  lest  I  forgot  soma  details  of  the  events  so  far. 
Nevertheless,  I  was  not  in  a  mood  to  write  as  I  had  to 
keep  looking  who  was  coming  to  pick  me  up.  I  was  not 
afraid  of  being  stranded  in  Chicago.  I  did  not  want  to 
call  my  Indian  friends,  as  I  was  sure  that  somebody  from 
the  Church  would  turn  up. 

Benjamin  Benjamin,  President  of  the  committee  of 
the  St.  Odisho  Church  arrived  with  Bobo,  son  of  the  brother 
of  late  archdeacon  Isaac  Nwiya  of  Bagdad.  I  had  met 
Bobo  in  Bagdad.  But  it  was  a  pleasant  surprise  to  meet 
him  in  Chicago.  His  younger  brother  James  was  in 
Chicago  last  year  and  last  September  he  was  in  Ealing  in 
London  where  he  had  been  living  for  many  years. 

*  6 
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From  Midway  airport  we  went  straight  to  St.  Odisho 
Church  in  6201  North  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago  60626. 
The  Holy  Qurbana  was  over.  Metropolitan  Mar 
Narsai  and  Qasha  Awiqam,  were  having  breakfast.  1 
offered  condolence  to  Qasha  Awiqam,  in  his  bereavement. 
News  of  the  sudden  death  of  his  brother  in  Bagdad  had 
just  reached  him.  It  was  the  day  of  Marth  Shmonie. 

On  Saturday  August  28,  I  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana 
as  it  was  the  memorial  of  St.  Virgin  Mary.  Many  people 
had  come  for  Qurbana.  In  my  speech  !  reminded  the 
people  that  August  28  was  remembered  in  our  Church  in 
India,  as  it  was  the  birth  day  of  late  Mar  Abimalek 
Timotheus  of  revered  memory,  who  was  born  on  August  28, 
1878. 

Many  people  assembled  in  the  Church  on  Saturday 
evening  also. 

On  Sunday  29th  August  when  I  celebrated  Holy 
Qurbana,  I .  referred  to  the  topic  "social  justice"  in  my 
sermon.  It  was  the  day  when  75,000  Americans  gathered 

at  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington  D.  C.  to  celebrate 
the  30th  anniversary  of  the  historic  speech  of  Martin 
Luther  King,  "I  have  a  dream . " 

It  was  on  August  28,  1963  a  young  Black  American 
Baptist  clergyman,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  stunned  a 
quarter  million  strong  gathering  in  the  same  spot.  That 

mammoth  rally  shook  the  conscience  of  "'White  America." 
That  rally  at  the  Lincoln  Memorial  resulted  in  the  passing 

of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1965. 

Thirty  years  later,  although  the  strength  of  the  crowd 
had  dwindled  from  250  thousand  to  75  thousand  the 
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need  for  "jobs,  justice  and  Peace"  was  still  relevant. 
Although  the  dynamic  leadership  of  the  NobeJ  laureate  for 
Peace,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr,  is  missing,  his  spirit 
was  present  to  encourage  the  present  generation. 

I  mentioned  in  my  sermon  about  my  personal 
encounter  with  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King.  It  was  3  or  4 

years  after  the  historic  "I  have  a  dream . "  speech  of 

1963.  I  was  studying  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary 
for  S.  T.  M.  (Master  of  Sacred  Theology)  degree  during 
the  academic  year  1966-67.  Dr.  King  was  to  deliver  a 
speech  in  the  Riverside  Church  next  door.  I  enquired  about 
admission  to  this  programme.  I  was  told  that  all  the 
tickets  were  sold  out. 

Then  notice  on  our  Seminary  notice  board 
captured  my  attention.  It  said  that  the  Church  needed 
some  ushers  to  seat  the  audience.  I  signed  up.  I  just 
wanted  admission  to  this  Church-  I  started  working  as 
an  usher.  The  visitors  noticed  my  cassock  and  beard. 
Realising  that  I  was  a  clergyman  they  suggested  that  I 
could  sit  rather  than  seat  others.  I  gladly  accepted  the 
suggestion.  When  Martin  Luther  King  completed  his 
moving  sermon,  he  announced  that  he  was  going  to  the 
United  Nations  Headquarters  in  New  York  city  itself  to 
hand  over  a  memorandum.  I  walked  behind.  When 
secret  police  questioned  me  about  my  intention,  I  explained 
that  I  was  a  Christian  priest  concerned  for  social 
justice. 

Dr.  King  was  shot  dead  a  few  months  later  like 
Mahatma  Gandhi  of  India,  the  prophet  of  non-violence 
whose  life  an  assassin's  bullet  claimed  on  January  30, 
1948.  King's  memory  was  renewed  through  out  the 
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United  States  of  America  through  television,  newspaper 
and  people's  conversation  on  that  day. 

In  my  sermon  I  exhorted  the  Assyrians  to  participate 
in  building  an  America  worth  living.  America  is  the 
adopted  land  for  many  Assyrians  who  had  left  Iraq  and  Iran 
for  good.  One  of  the  Assyrians  later  asked  me,  "Have 
you  really  seen  Martin  Luther  King?"  When  I  replied 
'yes"  he  was  surprised.  I  think  to  the  present  generation 
Martin  Luther  King  has  become  something  of  a  relic, 
some  body  from  the  past,  Martin  Luther  who  brought 
about  a  Reformation  in  the  Church  in  the  16th  century. 

Indians  too  were  present  for  the  Assyrian  service  on 
Sunday.  Although  I  did  the  service  in  the  old  language 
(/ ishana  athieqa)  of  the  Assyrians  I  did  read  the  gospel 
lesson  in  the  modern  language  known  as  the  Assyrian. 

I  did  practise  reading  the  modern  Assyrian  with  Mar  Narsai 
Metropolitan  prior  to  the  morning  service.  Otherwise,  I 
would  have  made  the  children  laugh  at  my  wrong 
pronunciation. 

The  sermon  was  in  English.  That  was  necessary  for 
the  sake  of  the  Indians  who  would  not  otherwise  under, 
stand  any  thing  I  said.  The  older  members  of  the  Church 
in  Trichur  are  familiar  with  some  Aramaic  words  such  as 
Barekh  Mar,  Qaddisha  at  aha,  Lakhu  mar  a.  Mar  an  Is  ho 
Malka  Sghieda.  The  new  generation  would  not  under¬ 
stand  even  these  simple,  but  oft-repeated  words. 

Mr.  T.  P.  Lazar  was  my  classmate  in  the  Chaldean 
Syrian  High  School  in  Trichur.  He  had  given  me  some 
years  back  his  telephone  number.  But  as  I  had  forgotten 
to  take  it  I  could  not  contact  him.  But  I  was  happy  that 
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he  found  me  out  and  later  that  day  I  visited  his  house  and 
ate  Indian  curry  and  rice. 

Mr.  Geevarghese  Emmatty  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  flew  to  Chicago  with  his  youngest  daughter  Milne 
to  attend  the  service.  Last  year  I  had  blessed  his  house 
in  Bergenfield  in  New  Jersey,  and  on  previous  occasions 
in  1 977  and  1988  I  had  been  his  guest  in  his  apartment 
in  Broadway  in  New  York  city.  When  I  first  telephoned 
to  Geevarghese  and  his  son  Munna,  they  insisted  that  I 
make  a  flying  visit  to  New  York  area.  But  squeezing 
many  programmes  in  one  visit  would  tire  me  out.  True 
to  his  tradition  Geevarghese  decided  to  fly  to  Chicago 
and  meet  me.  I  promised  to  include  New  York  in  the 
itinerary  of  my  next  trip.  I  was  happy  to  meet  them  in 
Chicago  along  with  Akash,  a  classmate  of  Munna  for 
pre-medicine  at  Boston  University.  'Akash'  in  most 
Indian  languages  is  sky  or  heaven. 

My  brother  Addison  along  with  his  wife  Molly  and 
children  Aprem  and  Grace  Mary  drove  all  the  way  from 
Ann  Arbor  on  Saturday  afternoon  just  to  attend  the 
Sunday  service.  Last  year  when  they  drove  this  long 
distance  they  had  a  special  reason  to  come  to  Chicago. 
They  could  meet  me  and  I  had  no  time  to  go  over  to 
Michigan.  In  1991  they  could  not  make  it  to  Chicago, 
but  they  came  to  Toronto  to  attend  the  service. 

I  am  happy  this  time,  that  though  they  had  met 
me  in  their  home,  they  took  the  trouble  to  attend  the 
Qurbana  in  Chicago.  The  only  problem  was  that  I  did 
not  get  time  to  talk  to  them.  There  were  many  people 
anxious  to  have  a  word  with  me  after  the  Qurbana.  I  can 
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only  hope  that  the  children  would  forgive  me,  that  their 
uncle  is  such  a  busy  man  as  to  have  no  time  to  say  "hello" 
to  them,  even  when  they  had  travelled  all  the  way  to  see 
him. 

I  think  most  public  men  are  like  this.  In  my  fifth 
book  on  jokes  entitled  Joy  to  the  World  I  have  written 
about  a  busy  priest  who  boasted  that  he  was  a  real  pastor 
to  his  congregation.  Anybody  who  wanted  a  visit  from 
him  could  get  it  if  they  just  dropped  a  note  (not  currency, 
but  just  a  single  communication)  in  the  offertory  bag. 
One  Sunday  he  got  a  little  note  in  a  familiar  feminine 
handwriting  "I  am  one  of  your  parishioners  who  work 
hard  for  this  parish.  Can  I  have  a  visit  from  you  next 
Tuesday  evening?/'  He  did  not  bother  to  read  the 
signature  in  that  communication.  He  knew  that  it  was 
from  his  wife. 

The  St.  Odisho  Church  choir  is  doing  well  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Asmer  Mezdi.  The  choir  girls  have 
purple  gowns.  They  sing  well.  They  gave  me  a  present' 
a  small  clock  and  a  penholder.  They  took  photographs 
with  me. 

I  did  not  get  much  time  to  spend  with  the  members 
of  St.  Odisho  parish.  Evelyn's  husband  Solomon  was 
there.  I  promised  to  send  the  photograph  taken  last 
year  with  that  cauple  in  that  Church.  Evelyn  is  an 
American  lady  married  to  an  Assyrian. 

,  I  V  _  > .  1 

Dr.  Daniel  Israel  Odisho  had  earned  Ph.  D.  degree 
from  Cardiff,  U.  K.  He  met  me  at  the  Church  in  Chicago, 
I  was  meeting  him  for  the  first  time.  Daniel  Odisho  is  an 

Assyrian  who  had  done  some  academic  research  into  the 
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heritage  of  his  culture  and  language.  It  is  always  a 
pleasure  for  me  to  meet  people  with  scholarly  pursuits. 

Some  of  the  Church  members  complained  that  they 
did  not  get  the  Aramaic  prayer  book  called  Hudra.  I  told 
them  that  only  the  printing  was  over.  The  binding  was 
in  progress.  It  was  being  done  by  hand.  To  bind  3000 
volumes— 1000  sets,  of  three  volumes  each— by  hand 
would  take  several  weeks.  Each  volume  is  about  1300 
pages. 

There  were  several  educated  members  who  enquired 
about  my  books  written  in  English  language.  Many 
Assyrians  can  read  and  write  English  well.  My  books  are 
not  readily  available  in  American  bookstores.  So  much 
so  I  am  not  known  as  an  author  among  many  of  our 
Assyrian  members.  Nevertheless,  I  met  some  Assyrians  in 
Chicago  who  had  read  my  books  and  would  like  to  read 
the  new  books  I  write.  Through  the  Voice  of  the  East 
many  of  them  know  about  some  books  I  write,  let  it  be 
travelogue,  humour  or  Church  history-. 

Monday  30th  August  was  a  busy  day  for  me.  In 
addition  to  attending  the  Parliament  of  the  World's 
Religions  and  being  on  the  Voice  of  the  Assyrians  Radio 
programme,  I  had  to  attend  the  reception  to  Patriarch 
Mar  Adai  II.  The  first  two  events  of  that  day  are  dealt  in 
detail  in  the  next  two  chapters  and  hence  omitted  here. 

Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  of  Bagdad  whom  I  had  met  in 
Modesto,  the  previous  week,  arrived  in  Chicago  in  the 
evening  of  Monday  30th  August.  Mar  Narsai  Metro¬ 
politan  spoke  welcoming  the  Patriarch  to  the  St.  Odisho 
Church.  I  spoke  a  few  words  of  welcome  in  English.  The 
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Choir  sang  a  song  of  welcome  in  the  Assyrian  language. 
The  same  day  Metropolitan  Mar  Emmanuel  Delli, 
assistant  at  Chaldean  Patriarchate  in  Bagdad,  arrived  in 
Chicago,  after  visiting  the  Chaldeans  in  Australia. 

The  visit  to  Alex  Paul  was  a  time  of  renewing  old 
friendships.  I  had  stayed  in  their  home  on  my  first  visit 
to  Chicago  in  1967  during  my  summer  vacation  in  between 
my  studies  in  New  York  and  Princeton.  Alex  is  an 
engineer  with  Motorola  and  will  be  retiring  next  year. 
Although  I  visited  Alex  and  his  wife  Jackie  and  three 
boys  last  year  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  see  their  daughter 
Ruthi  who  is  working  as  a  nurse  in  California.  She  was 
a  little  girl  when  I  stayed  in  their  home  26  years  ago.  She 
had  come  to  spend  a  week-end  with  her  parents. 

Alex's  mother  Margaret  Baba  Paul  is  over  80  and 
lives  alone  in  her  home.  I  talked  to  her  over  the  telephone 
from  Alex's  house.  Two  years  ago  Alex  had  taken  me  to 
her  home.  We  talked  about  many  matters  regarding  the 
Assyrians.  She  is  one  of  the  earliest  Assyrian  settlers  in 
the  United  States.  She  came  from  Urmia  in  Persia  by 
boat  to  Bombay  and  travelled  on  surface  route  to  Calcutta. 
From  Calcutta  they  sailed  to  America.  That  was  when  she 
was  a  little  girl,  many  years  before  I  was  born.  Her 
memory  is  vivid  even  now.  Her  only  problem  is  lone¬ 
liness,  she  says.  I  agree.  There  is  no  solution  to  this 
perennial  problem  Still  some  old  people  prefer  lone¬ 
liness  to  being  a  part  of  the  family  of  their  children.  They 
are  protected  from  noise  pollution. 

Deacon  Geevarghese  Benjamin  of  Ashitha  is  over  91. 
He  was  the  Malpan  (teacher)  who  taught  Aramaic  to  my 
teachers  Rev.  P.  T.  John  and  Rev.  P.  D.  Francis  during 
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1929-33.  Only  one  of  his  five  students.  Deacon 
E.  L.  Varghese  aged  81,  is  alive.  Last  year  Malpan 
Geevarghese  came  to  St.  Odisho  Church  and  received 
Qurbana  from  me.  The  year  before  that  he  came  to  the 
St.  Mary's  Church  in  Modesto.  He  is  perhaps  the  only 
surviving  scholar  from  among  the  students  of  the  late 
Qasha  Joseph  de  Kellaitha  who  had  laboured  hard  for  the 
preservation  and  propagation  of  the  Aramaic  language  in 
the  first  half  of  the  present  century. 

St.  Odisho  Church  has  grown  in  the  strength  of  the 
congregation.  The  worshippers  had  to  stand  outside  the 
church  building  during  the  Qurbana.  It  is  high  time  they 
increased  the  size  of  the  building  sideways  to  the  parking 
lot,  or  to  had  an  upper  storey  for  Qurbana  leaving  the 
ground  floor  as  a  meeting  hall.  I  hope  that  this  dream 
will  come  true  before  long. 


V 


Parliament  of  the  World's 

Religions 

The  first  Parliament  of  the  world's  Religions  met  in 
Sept.  1893.  The  second  Parliament  of  the  World's 

Religions  met  only  on  August  28-Sept.  5,  1993.  The 
second  Parliament  is  not  the  anniversary  of  the  first 

Parliament,  but  the  centenary.  Usually  if  there  was  no 
such  gathering  after  2  or  3  years  of  the  first  event,  such  a 
movement  is  considered  dead. 

I  telephoned  to  the  office  in  Palmer  House,  Hilton 
hotel  in  downtown  Chicago,  I  heard  the  response  PWR 
office.  PWR  was  something  new  for  me.  So  I  asked 
again,  "Is  that  the  office  of  Parliament  of  the  World's 
Religions?"  When  the  response  was  positive  I  mentioned 
my  intention  to  attend  the  session.  They  said,  "come 
with  your  credentials  to  the  5th  floor." 

Alighting  a  bus  and  transferring  to  a  train  I  reached 
downtown  Chicago  within  an  hour  and  presented  my 
Press  Pass  issued  to  me  by  th e  South  Asian  Religios  News 
of  Bombay.  It  is  a  comparatively  new  news  agency  not 
known  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Last  year  in  Washington  D.  C.r 
when  I  visited  the  House  of  Congress,  the  authorities  did 
not  give  much  importance  to  my  Press  Pass,  as  I  do  not 
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have  any  registration  number  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Therefore  I 
had  to  be  satisfied  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Congress  with 
a  GUEST  pass  instead  of  finding  my  place  in  the  Press 
Gallery. 

As  a  reporter  I  had  to  pay  only  $25  registration  fee 
instead  of  $200  which  delegates  had  to  pay.  The  lady 

who  gave  me  my  badge  warned  me  not  to  lose  it,  lest  I  be 
charged  $10  fora  duplicate  badge.  Without  the  badge 
movement  within  the  area  was  impossible. 

Even  with  the  badge  some  of  us  had  to  wait  for  15 
minutes  outside  the  door.  I  decided  to  check  whether  my 
micro-Cassette  recorder  was  functioning  properly.  So  I  got 
out  of  the  hall  and  after  a  few  minutes  wanted  to  go  in* 
The  volunteers  began  to  close  all  doors.  The  delegates 
with  badges  wanted  to  listen  to  the  lectures.  The 
volunteers  said  that  the  security  staff  ordered  them  to 
block  all  entry.  Some  delegates  from  inside  were  leaving. 
Then  we  thought  that  there  would  be  more  room  inside 
and  we  could  walk  in.  The  volunteers  stated  ''security 
problem".  They  admitted  that  they  themselves  did  not 
know  what  the  problem  was.  The  security  staff  had 
ordered  them  not  to  allow  anybody  in. 

Some  said  that  there  was  "shouting"  inside.  I  heard 
"shooting"  inside.  Therefore  some  of  us  even  from  the 
press  did  not  press  our  right  to  enter.  If  it  was  shooting, 
we  had  better  not  to  go  in.  It  was  for  our  own  safety 
they  were  stopping  us.  So  we  should  not  blame  the 
poor  volunteers! 

The  "shouting"  was  triggered  by  the  provocative 
speech  of  a  Sikh  leader  named  Gurmit  Singh  Aulakh 
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president  of  the  'Council  of  Khalistan'  in  Washington. 
He  stated  that  thousands  of  his  people  were  butchered  in 
Delhi,  when  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi  was  shot  dead 
by  her  Sikh  guards  on  October  31,  1984.  Some  other 
Sikhs  shouted  him  down  because  his  speech  was 
provocative,  politically  motivated  and  his  account  of  the 
Sikh  people  butchered  was  exaggerated. 

Aulakh  was  speaking  in  the  morning  session  of 
Monday  August  30th  which  was  designated  as  "Voices  of 
the  dispossessed.''  Fr.  Thomas  Kecherry  of  Kerala  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  fishermen  affected  by  the  mechanised 
fishing  boats  of  the  rich.  That  speech  did  not  cause 
much  provocation,  although  someone  said  that  it  is 
unwise  to  ban  fishing  boats  in  order  to  allow  the  fisher¬ 
men  continue  with  their  primitive  methods  of  fishing. 

Aulakh's  speech  invited  uproar  and  protests  from  the 
Sikhs  themselves.  The  Sikhs  living  in  India  want  to  remain 
in  the  mainstream  of  Indian  life  like  Giani  Sail  Singh(former 
President  of  India)  or  Khushwant  Singh  (former  diplomat 
and  well  known  writer)  and  scores  of  other  Sikhs  in  high 
positions  in  India.  The  Council  of  Khalistan  based 
outside  India  could  comfortably  indulge  in  the  luxury  of 
terrorism  and  in  anti-Indian  propaganda. 

According  to  Aulakh  the  Sikh  community  has  been 
"dispossessed  religiously,  economically  and  in  every 
way."  Those  who  know  the  inside  story  would  admit 
that  the  Sikhs  were  not  in  that  bad  shape.  However, 
after  the  assassination  of  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi, 
in  some  quarters  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  mistrust 
and  antagonism  against  the  Sikh  community.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  Panjab  is  returning  to  normalcy.  Terrorism  which 
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used  to  be  news  every  day  in  the  newspapers  is  fast 
waning.  Let  us  pray  for  peace  not  only  in  Punjab,  but 
also  the  world  over.  More  often  than  not,  it  is  the 
innocent  people  who  get  killed  by  terrorist  activities. 

Swami  Vivekananda,  who  died  before  completing  40 
years  of  age,*  is  remembered  for  the  memorable  speech  he 
made  in  the  first  Parliament  of  World's  Religions  held  in 
Chicago  in  September  1893. 

A  few  days  prior  to  the  Chicago  meeting  Rashtriya 
Chetna  Varsh  (National  Awakening  Year)  was  celebrated 
in  Washington  D.  C.  The  Embassy  of  India  in  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  the  Gandhi  Center  and  the  Indians  in 
Washington.  D.  C.  organized  this  Indian  gathering  to 
:ommemorate  the  famous  speech  of  Swami  Vivekananda. 

Siddartha  Shankar  Ray,  the  former  Governor  and 
^hief  Minister  of  Bengal,  who  is  now  Indian  Ambassador 
n  Washington,  D.  C.  spoke  : 

"Swami  Vivekananda  preached  the  universality  of 
all  religions,  the  brotherhood  of  man,  priety  and 
tolerance  and  the  magnetic  and  liberal  dimensions 
of  the  Vedas  and  Vedanta.  He  believed  in  every 
religion  and  accepted  every  religion." 

Ambassador  S.  S.  Ray  quoted  from  the  speech  of 
iwami  Vivekanda. 

"If  anybody  dreams  of  the  exclusive  survival  of  his 
own  religion  and  the  destruction  of  the  other,  I 
pity  him  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and  point 
out  to  him  that  upon  the  banner  of  every  religion 
will  soon  be  written,  in  spite  of  resistance  :  Help 
and  not  Fight,  Assimilation  and  not  Destruction, 
Harmony  and  Peace  and  not  Dissension." 

*  Vivekananda  was  born  on  January  12,  1863  and  died 

on  June  4,  1902, 
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The  30-year-old  Swami  Vivekananda  whose  former 
name  was  Narendra  Nath  Dutta  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Western  world  when  he  said  in  his  celebrated  Chicago 
speech: 


"I  am  proud  to  belong  to  a  religion  which  has 
taught  the  world  both  tolerance  and  universal 
acceptance.  We  believe  not  only  in  universal 
toleration  but  we  accept  all  religions  as  true... 
Sectarianism,  bigotry,  and  its  horrible  descendant, 
fanaticism,  have  long  possessed  this  beautifu  I  earth. 
They  filled  the  earth  with  violence,  drenched  it 
often. ..with  human  blood,  destroyed  civilization 

r 

and  sent  whole  nations  to  despair.  Had  it  not 
been  for  these  horrible  demons,  human  society 
would  be  far  more  advanced  than  it  is  now 


The  1993  Washington  audience  heard  readings  from 
the  1893  essay  "The  Harmony  of  Religions/' 
Vivekananda  explains: 

"Different  religions  are  different  forces  in  the 
economy  of  God... In  the  hotel.  Where  there  are 
all  sorts  of  foods,  every-one  has  a  chance  to  get 
his  appetite  satisfied... Each  nations  has  a  mission 
of  its  own  to  perform  in  this  harmony  of  races... 
and  so  with  religions. ..Our  watchword,  then,  will 
be  acceptance  and  not  exclusion... I  accept  all 
religions  ..and  worship  with  them  all.  1  worship 
Gcd  with  every  one  of  them,  in  whatever  form 
worship  Him.  I  shall  go  to  the  mosque  of  the 
Mohammedan;  I  shall  enter  the  Christian's  church 
and  kneel  before  the  crucifix;  I  shall  enter  the 
Buddhistic  temple,  where  I  shall  take  refuge  in 
Buddha  and  in  his  Law.  I  shall  go  into  the  forest 
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and  sit  down  in  meditation  with  the  Hindu  who  is 
trying  to  see  the  Light  which  enlightens  the  heart 
ot  everyone/1 

It  was  indeed  a  bold  statement  for  an  Indian  to  make 
to  an  educated  audience  of  Americans  in  their  own 
territory.  But  his  American  audience  listened  with  rapt 
attention.  Vivekananda's  message  was  a  source  of 
instant  inspiration  for  all  people  irrespective  of  caste  or 
creed  cr  customs. 

Ambassador  Ray  urged  his  audience  to  "remember 
Vivekananda  whenever  possible,  wherever  possible,  and 
as  many  times  as  possible." 


v  wami  Vivekananda's  message  of  religious  harmony 
is  more  relevant  today  than  100  years  ago.  When 
sensitive  issues  such  as  the  demolition  of  Babri  masjid  in 
\yodhya  are  blown  out  of  proportion,  no  one  will  dispute 
he  fact  that  the  message  of  Swami  Vivekananda  is  not 
3nly  relevant  and  essential  but  imperative  today  than  ever 
before. 

Going  back  to  history,  one  cannot  forget  the  fact 
>wami  vivekananda  was  not  an  invited  speaker  to  the 
arliament  of  World  Religions.  When  Vivekananda  heard 
bout  the  Chicago  meeting  he  was  touring  in  South  India 
^s  he  had  no  money  he  could  not  dream  of  going  to 
-hicago.  Moreover,  at  a  time  when  travel  was  not  easy 
r  fast,  such  dreams  cannot  often  come  true.  Nevertheless, 
is  friends  paid  for  his  passage  to  America. 

Reaching  America  does  not  qualify  him  to  be  a 
elegate  to  the  Parliament  of  World  Religions,  not  to 
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mention  about  being  a  speaker.  Vivekananda  did  not 
represent  any  sect  or  organization  which  had  a  voice  in 
deciding  the  delegates  to  or  choosing  the  speakers  for  this 
rare  meeting. 

Professor  J.  H.  Wright,  who  was  Professor  of  Greek 
at  Harvard  University,  had  met  the  young  Indian  monk 
and  was  impressed  by  his  erudition  and  spiritual  insights. 
This  man  attracted  him  more  than  any  body  he  had  met  in 
his  prestigious  University  of  Harvard.  When  Prof.  Wright 
was  informed  that  Vivekananda  had  no  credentials  to 
qualify  him  for  an  entry  to  the  Parliament  of  World's 
Religions,  he  said,  "To  ask  Swami  for  his  credentials  is 
like  asking  the  sun  to  state  its  right  to  shine." 

Prof.  Wright  was  right.  Swami  electrified  the 
American  audience  by  his  speech.  The  New  York  Herald 
wrote  about  Vivekananda's  presence  and  performance; 
"He  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest  figure  in  the  Parliament 
of  Religions."  Another  newspaper  remarked  that  no  one 
expressed  so  well  the  spirit  of  the  Parliament  of  Religion 
and  its  limitations  as  the  Hindu  monk..."  He  is  an  orator 
by  Divine  Right." 

19th  century 

At  the  time  of  Swsmi  Vivekananda  some  western 
Protestant  missionaries  were  aggressive  in  their  evange¬ 
listic  attitudes.  It  was  in  that  context  Swami  Vivekanandan 
decided  to  speak  for  religious  harmony. 

Now  the  agressive  missionary  propaganda  by 
Christians,  both  national  and  foreign,  has  vanished. 
Christians  have  begun  to  understand  the  salient  features 
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of  the  Hindu  society.  Attempts  for  indigenisation  have 
gone  a  long  way  in  various  Indian  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions.  Instead  of  investigating  on  negative  points  of 
Indian  religions,  Christian  scholars  are  attempting  to 
appreciate  spiritual  truths  found  in  the  Hindu  religions 
and  are  even  experimenting  on  the  adaptation  of  some 
ancient  religious  practices.  These  atttempts  for 
Indigenisation  of  Christian  practices  have  met  with  some 
opposition  from  conservative  Christians.  Nevertheless 
one  can  perceive  a  serious  shift  in  the  attitude  of  Christians 

towards  non-Christians  since  the  Chicago  speech  of 
Swamiji. 

After  the  previous  pages  were  printed  I  happened  to 
read  an  article  A  swami  and  a  knight  in  SUNDAY  dated 
10-16,  October  1993,  page  66.  This  article  unfolds  an 
information  not  well  known.  It  tells  us  that  when  Swami 
Vivekananda  went  to  Chicago  in  1893  he  had  a  fellow 
traveller  with  him— Sir  Jamsatji  Nusserwanji  Tata,  a 
philanthropist-industrialist  from  Bombay.  The  30-year- 
3ld  ascetic  and  60-year-old  industrialist  shared  the 
ourney  from  Yokohama  in  Japan  to  Chicago.  From 
Japan  to  Vancouver,  they  travelled  by  steamer  and  from 
/ancouver  to  Chicago  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 
5ir  Jamsetji  Tata  was  a  Parsr.  The  Tata's  is  the  biggest 
)usiness  house  in  Bombay  even  today. 

Their  companionship  during  this  journey  was  not 
otaily  forgotten.  Five  years  later  Tata  wrote  to  Swami: 

I  trust  you  remember  me  as  a  fellow-traveller 
on  your  voyage  from  Japan  to  Chicago.  I  very  much 
recall  at  this  moment  your  views  on  the  growth 
of  the  ascetic  spirit  in  India,  and  the  duty,  not  of 
destroying,  but  of  diverting  it  into  useful  channels 

*  8 
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I  recall  these  ideas  in  connection  with  my 
scheme  of  a  Research  Institute  of  Science  for  India. 

Tata  sought  the  help  of  Vivekananda  to  write  a  "fiery 
pamphlet  rousing  the  people."  We  do  not  know 
whether  Swami  consented  to  this  or  not.  Swami  must 
have  been  busy  with  the  creation  of  the  Ramakrishna 
Mission  at  that  time,  i.  e.,  in  1898.  Tata's  dream  came 
to  fruition  with  the  establishment  of  the  Tata  Institute  of 
Social  Sciences  in  1936  and  the  Tata  Institute  of  Funda¬ 
mental  Research  in  1945.  J.  R.  D.  Tata,  the  father  of 
aviation  in  India,  born  in  Paris  in  1904,  is  the  grandson 
of  this  famous  Sir  Jamsetji  Tata. 

The  Parliament  of  World's  Religions  was  the  biggest 
gathering  of  representative  of  religions  including  Bahai, 
Buddhist,  Christian,  Confucian,  Hindu,  Indigenous, 
Jain,  Jewish,  Muslim,  Native  American,  Sikh,  Unitarian 

and  Zoroaslrian.  To  cater  to  such  variety  of  people  with 
strict  dietary  restrictions  must  have  been  a  difficult  task. 

The  Press  Release,  of  the  Council  for  a  Parliament 
of  the  World's  Religions,  made  the  following  statement: 

"The  biggest  challenge  is  to  provide  all  these 
different  types  of  (dietary)  requirements  simult¬ 
aneously."  says  Gene  Anderson,  director  of  the 
hotel's  food  and  beverage  operation. 

The  Palmer  House  will  transform  its  five 
restaurants  and  room  service  into  a  smorgasbord  of 
ethnic  tastes,  and  translate  its  menus  into  Japanese, 
Spanish,  German  and  French. 

"We  have  a  number  of  different  opportunities 
because  the  participants  come  from  such  diverse 
backgrounds."  Anderson  adds.  "We  have  people 
who  are  skilled  in  a  number  of  regional  cuisines, 
such  as  Mexican,  French,  Chinese/German,  Italian." 
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The  hotel  will  be  prepared  for  dietary  requests 
such  as  for  Halid  beef,  often  used  in  the  Muslim 
community,  and  for  various  vegetarian  cuisines. 
Options  will  be  noted  on  the  menus. 

The  Palmer  House  Hilton  has  a  food  and 

beverage  staff  of  450  and  serves  about  five  million 

meals  a  year  through  its  nine  kitchens,  butcher 

shop  and  pastry  shop.  While  multicultural  needs 

are  a  challenge,  says  Anderson,  "We  wait  for  this 

type  of  challenge.  It  really  makes  our  job  interest¬ 
ing." 

This  assembly  was  indeed  a  unique  event.  The 
FACT  SHEET  circulated  to  us  highlights  some  of  the 
significant  features  of  this  gathering. 

The  International  Association  for  Religious 
Freedom,  The  World  Congress  of  Faiths,  The 
Temple  of  Understanding,  The  World  Conference  on 
Religion  and  Peace,  The  Council  for  a  Parliament 
of  the  World's  Religions  and  the  North  American 
Interfaith  Network  have  joined  in  recognizing  1993 
as  the  Year  of  Inter-Religious  Co-operation  and 
Understanding. 

The  year  recognizes  the  centenary  of  the  1893 
World's  Parliament  of  Religions,  the  first  public 
meeting  of  representatives  of  the  world's  religions 
in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  Council  for  a  Parliament  of  the  World's 
Religions  (CPWR)  is  a  non-profit  organization 
which  was  organized  to  celebrate  in  1993,  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  first  World's  Parliament  of 
Religions,  and  to  reawaken,  broaden,  and  deepen 
its  vision  and  purpose, 
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In  1988,  a  group  of  people  from  different 
faiths  in  the  Chicago  area  founded  the  Council  and 
began  planning  a  centennial  celebration  of  the  first 
Parliament,  held  during  the  1893  Columbian 
Exposition  in  Chicago. 

The  Council  consists  of  over  125  Co-sponsors 
of  various  denominations  and  faiths,  including 
Baha'i,  Buddhist,  Christian  (Orthodox,  Roman 
Catholic,  Anglican,  Protestant  and  others), 
Confucian,  Hindu,  Indigenous,  Jain,  Jewish, 
Muslim,  Native  American,  Sikh,  Unitarian  and 
Zoroastrian,  as  well  as  interfaith  non-sectarian 
organizations. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  is  composed  of  37 
trustees  of  various  faiths  and  denominations. 
Dr.  David  Ramaye,  President  of  McCormick  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Council/* 

The  Parliament's  different  sessions  grappled  with  the 
current  burning  issues  such  as  violence,  poverty,  hunger, 
racism,  environment  etc.  The  day  I  attended  the  sessions, 
i.  e.,  Monday  August  30,  1993  the  question  was  of 
"Voices  of  the  Dispossessed."  Norbu  Samphell  of  Tibet, 
Molefe  Tsele  of  South  Africa;  Hayelom  Ayele  of  Ethiopia 
and  others  shared  their  testimonies. 

Then  a  song  of  Haiti  (Creole)  was  sung.  It  is  a 
meaningful  song.  It  is  as  follows: 

•'The  song  begins  with  someone  experiencing 
shortness  of  breath  and  a  short  dialogue. 

Q:  0  friend,  why  are  you  so  tired?  Have  you  been 
running? 

A:  These  days  one  does  not  need  to  run  to  get 
tired  in  Haithi, 
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Q:  What  do  you  mean? 

A:  When  one  considers  the  injustices  that  permeate 
our  land,  where  foreigners  get  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  while  natives  are  treated  badly, 
one  must  stop  to  think  and  unequivocally  to 
say,  0  God,  we  are  tired: 

Refrain:  0  God,  the  Haitian  people  are  tired/ 
We  are  tired,  please  come  to  our  rescue.  0  God,  we 
are  gasping  for  air/  We  are  heart  broken  by  the 
meanness  around  us. 

(1 )  We  are  tired  of  being  humiliated  by  other 
countries/  And  by  the  Haitian  bourgeoisie. 
Who  in  order  to  protect  their  own  interest/  Rid 
other  Haitians  of  human  rights.  Dear  God, 
we  must  therefore  ask,  did  Jesus  die  only  for 

these? 

(2)  We  are  tired  of  the  bluffs,  abuses  and  big 
lies/  We  are  being  fed  to  appease  us.  We 
were  told  our  pigs  were  sick  and  had  to  be 
destroyed/While  it  became  plain  this  was  not 
the  case.  If  such  a  thing  can  take  place/  It  is 
because  our  leaders  lack  dignity. 

(3)  They  seem  to  forget  that  small  fish  must  avoid 
strong  currents/  They  blindly  follow  big 
countries.  All  day  long  they  are  shouting 
around/  To  show  they  are  still  in  control.  Our 
military  rulers  are  so  dumb/  They  think  we 
"develop'*  with  weapons. 
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(4)  We  the  people:  Let  us  look  up  to  God/Only 
the  Lord  and  his  Christ  can  save  us.  Just  as 
he  saved  the  people  of  Israel/From  the  hands 
of  the  Pharaoh.  Despite  all,  let  us  keep 
our  faith  in  God/One  day  soon  our  oppressor 
will  answer. 

A  Guatemalan  shouts  at  the  close  of  the  sacred 
dance  Arbol  de  la  vida: 

i  hey  have  plucked  our  fruit.  They  have  cut 
our  branches.  They  have  burned  our  trunk 
But  they  have  never  been  able  to  destory  our 
roots! 

Then  we  sang  universal  hymns  dating  back  to  the 
11th  century.  The  meaning  of  the  two  Sikh  songs  are  as 
follows: 

Hymn  1.  Allah  abekh  soee,  praan  ao  quran  oee. 

The  temple  and  the  mosque  are  the  same.  The 
Hindu  puja  and  the  Muslim  namaz  are  the  same. 
In  fact  all  humans  are  the  same,  though  under 
different  influences  they  appear  different.  Gods, 
demons,  devils,  heavenly  singers,  Hindus  and 
Muslims,  put  on  different  dress — but  all  are  the 
same.  All  have  eyes,  ears,  and  bodily  parts,  all 
are  composed  of  the  same  elements — earth,  air,  fire 
and  water.  Allah  and  the  Formless  Ram  are  the 
same,  Puranas  and  Quran  are  similar  in  form  and 
structure. 

Hymn  2.  Manas  kee  jaath .. 

There  are  people  clean  shaven,  hermits,  yogis, 
ascetics,  and  celibates.  Some  are  Hindus,  some 
are  Muslims— Sunnis  and  Shias.  Yet  never  forget 
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all  humans  are  of  the  same  race.  Whether  one 
calls  God  the  Creator  or  the  Sustainer,  the  Power¬ 
ful  Lord  or  Merciful  Lord,  God  is  God.  Do  not 
suffer  the  illusion  there  can  be  any  other  except 
God.  All  serve  God  and  consider  God  their  Divine 
Teacher.  Divine  light  pervades  in  every  place  and 
all  are  God's  manifestations." 

As  I  was  entering  the  main  hall  I  saw  Dr.  Henry  Wilson 
from  Mangalore  getting  out  of  the  hall.  We  got  time  just 
to  say  "hello".  From  the  list  of  participants  I  realised  later 
that  Dr.  Wesley  Ariarajah  (who  was  doing  B.  D.  in 
Bangalore  while  I  was  doing  M.  Th.  degree  there.)  was 
also  attending  this  Parliament.  He  was  representing  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  Geneva,  Switzerland  where 
he  is  working  now.  He  is  from  Sri  Lanka.  I  was  sorry 
to  miss  him  especially  as  I  have  not  seen  him  after  our 
student  days  in  Bangalore  in  1966. 

In  the  afternoon  as  I  was  moving  up  slowly  through 
the  long  winding  queue,  talking  to  Fr.  Joseph  (a  Catholic 
priest  from  Kerala  based  in  Bangalore  and  now  doing 
advanced  studies  in  Chicago)  I  saw  a  familiar  face  in  the 
other  side.  That  was  my  friend  Dr.  Ezra  Sargunam,  Bishop 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  of  India,  whose  headquarters  is 
in  Madras.  I  had  first  met  him  in  Pattaya,  Thailand  in 
June  1980  during  a  conference  of  World  Evangelisation. 

"You  must  be  on  the  stage  when  I  read  my  psper 
tomorrow  morning'',  said  Bishop  Sargunam.  His  talk 
was  scheduled  in  Salon  I  from  10  a,  m.  to  10  45  a.  m. 
Unfortunately  I  had  booked  my  return  flight  from  Chicago 
to  Tokyo  the  next  morning.  Therefore  I  had  to  decline 
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his  sincere  invitation.  His  talk  was  listed  in  the  1993 
Parliament  Program  Catalogue  P.  39  as  follows: 

"The  Contribution  of  Indian  Christianity  to  the 
Spiritual  Heritage  of  India." 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  M.  Ezra  Sargunam 
This  lecture  will  address  the  contribution  made  by 
the  Christian  faith  to  the  belief  systems  and  the 
spiritual  heritage  of  India  and  its  impact  on  the  life 
and  thought  of  the  people  of  India  How  best  can 
we  rekindle  the  spiritual  elements  inherent  in 
these  particular  traditions,  schools  of  thought 
(especially  the  Dravidian  religion)  toward  a  better 
India  and  a  better  world  order,  religious  toleration, 
non-violence,  peaceful  co-existence,  religious  and 
social  harmony." 

To  obtain  a  bird's  eye  view  of  the  topics  discussed 
by  the  leaders  of  the  world's  religions  at  Chicago  I  give 
below  a  few  headings  of  the  Major  Presentations. 

1.  A  Coalition  of  the  World's  Religions  for  Ecology 
Distress-Relief ,  and  Peace,  by  Ambassador  Dr.  L.  M. 
Singhvi. 

2.  The  Sharia — a  Holistic  Approach  to  the  Role  of  Law 
by  Robert  Crain. 

3.  Buddhism  and  Peace  by  Prof.  David  Kalupahara 

4.  Tenets  of  Hinduism  and  Its  Universality  by  Sadguru 
Sant  Keshavadas. 

5.  Conquering  Life  and  Death  with  Abundance  by  Ma 
Jaya  Bhagwati 

6.  Inter  faith  Understanding  and  Co-operation — A  Matter 
of  Faith  in  Sikh  Religion,  by  Ranibir  Singh  Sandhu, 
Dr.  Meherv  an  Singh 
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7.  Fundamental  tenets  of  Prophet  Zarathustra  by  J  el  an 
Bagli 

8  The  Dual  Challenge:  The  Holocaust  and  the  Jewish 
Return  by  Rabbi  Emil  Fackenheim 

9.  Bridging  the  Gap  :  Religious  Unity  and  Cultural 
Diversity  in  the  Bahai  community  by  Charles  Nolley 

10,  The  Cry  of  the  Earth :  The  Vision  and  the  Work  of  Sri 
Aurobindo  by  C.  V.  Devan  Nair,  Past  President  of 
Singapore 

It  was  indeed  a  representative  Parliament  of  World's 
Religions.  Although  there  were  nuns  and  priests, 
bishops  and  Archbishops  of  various  Christian  Churches, 
it  did  not  look  like  a  Christian  Conference.  It  was  neither 
a  non-Christian  conference.  It  was  an  assembly  of  all 
religions. 

Because  of  the  topics  of  Human  Rights,  ecology, 
dispossessed  people,  some  said  that  instead  of  a  real 
religious  Parliament,  it  was  a  politically  oriented  gathering. 
One  needs  a  broader  view  of  religions  in  order  to  tolerate 
or  appreciate  the  views  expressed  or  the  variety  of 
programmes  held  under  its  broad  umbrella. 

My  friend  Dr.  Henry  S.  Wilson  of  Mangalore  and 
Bangalore  who  is  now  working  in  Geneva  with  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches,  called  this  gathering  "A 
North  American  event".  Most  of  the  Christian  leaders 
from  India  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Perhaps 
Metropolitan  Poulose  Mar  Gregorius  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  in  Delhi  was  the  only  prominent  Indian  Christian 
leader.  Owing  to  his  recent  illness  in  Germany,  he  could 
not  provide  the  dynamic  leadership  he  used  to  give  for 
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such  World  gatherings.  Wilson's  observation  is  worth 
repeating. 

"The  Parliament  1993  was  very  much  a  North 
American  event.  Only  a  few  persons  from  Africa 
were  present.  There  were  hardly  any  participants 
from  Latin  America,  Eastern/Central  Europe  and  the 
former  Soviet  Union.  The  Chinese  who  were 
present  were  primarily  immigrants  in  the  USA. 
Would  participants  from  these  geographical  areas 
have  altered  the  course  of  the  Parliament?  I  fell  that 
the  presence  of  religions  stemming  from  South 
Asian,  Chinese  and  Japanese  cultures  were  more 
prominent  than  other  major  religions.  These 
religions  have  gained  a  firm  footing  in  some  areas 
of  North  America.  Critically,  one  could  say  that 
the  Parliament  was  an  exhibit  of  the  religious 
options  available  in  the  world  today." 

..The  preparation  for  this  Parliament  began  in  1988. 
Aithough  initially  the  organizers  had  expected  a  strength 
of  not  more  than  2000  people,  about  7000  people  attended 
the  different  sessions.  At  the  concluding  session  the 
crowd  in  the  park  reached  thirty  thousand. 

0  r\  - 

Such  an  oversized  assembly  incur  incredible  expenses. 
Those  who  contributed  between  $500  and  $1000  were 

designated  sustainers.  Those  who  gave  between  $1000 
and  $5000  were  called  Benefactors.  The  patrons  are 
those  whose  donations  were  between  $5000  and  $25000 
Those  who  gave  between  25,000  and  100,000  were 
designated  sponsors.  Finally,  those  whose  contributions 
amounted  to  above  100,000  were  listed  as  Guarantors. 
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Lawrance  S.  Rockefeller  and  Sir  John  Templeton  were 
the  only  two  guarantors.  A  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
above  3  million  rupees. 

1  was  planning  to  attend  the  function  for  the  award 
of  the  1 993  Templeton  Prize  for  Progress  in  Religion  for 
two  reasons.  Firstly,  Mr.  Charles  Colson,  the  recipient 
of  this  year's  prize,  is  the  founder-Chairman  of  the  Prison 
Fellowship  based  in  Washington.  I  am  the  Vice  Chairman 
of  its  Indian  Branch.  The  second  reason  is  that  Sir  John 
Templeton,  who  instituted  this  Prize  for  Progress  in 
Religion,  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at 
the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  where  I  had  studied 
during  1 967-68  for  the  Doctoral  programme.  The  event 
was  scheduled  to  take  place  on  Thursday  Sept  2  at  the 
Rockefeller  Chapel,  University  of  Chicago-  I  could  not 
be  present  as  I  had  booked  my  fight  to  Tokyo  for  31st 
August. 
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Voice  of  the  Assyrians 

I  have  been  on  the  Assyrian  Radio  in  Australia  in  two 
cities,  Melbourne  in  1987  and  Sydney  in  1989.  In  both 
these  places  questions  were  put  to  me  in  Assyrian 
language.  As  I  am  not  fluent  in  spoken  Assyrian  I  had 
to  have  a  rehearsal  prior  to  the  actual  interview.  But  as 
the  time  for  the  live  programme  was  almost  on  in 
Melbourne  I  had  to  be  rushed  through  the  rehearsal. 

In  Chicago  however,  the  interviewer  Mr.  Minas 
S.  Gorgius  chose  to  ask  me  questions  in  English  and  not 
in  Assyrian  to  avoid  any  embarrassment  lest  I  attempted 
to  answer  without  properly  understanding  the  questions. 
I  was  prepared  for  questions  in  Assyrian  language  and 
perhaps  more  confident  than  at  the  Australian  interviews- 
Nevertheless,  all  the  questions  were  in  simple  English. 

I  concluded  with  Lord's  prayer  and  benediction  in 
Aramaic,  the  language  spoken  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  old  language  lishana  athieqa  as  it  is  referred 
to  by  Assyrians  to-day,  is  not  much  different  from  the 
new  language  lishana  hatha  otherwise  known  as  spoken 
language  (lishana  swadaya).  They  call  it  the  Assyrian. 

The  western  scholars  who  study  the  ancient  Semitic 
language  use  the  word  Assyrian  in  a  different  sense.  I 
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refrain  from  making  more  comments  about  the  modern 
spoken  language  of  the  Assyrians  and  how  it  is  different 
from  the  ancient  Assyrian  language  of  the  time  of  King 
Nebuchadnezzar  in  order  not  to  confuse  my  readers-  My 
purpose  of  touching  upon  this  point  briefly  is  to  caution 
my  readers  that  some  of  these  terms  are  inadequate.  It 
will  be  wise  not  to  pick  up  an  argument  without  first 
attempting  to  assess  whether  the  person  we  were  talking 
to  had  understood  that  we  were  talking  about  the  same 
language. 

When  I  talk  with  a  western  scholar  I  have  first  to 
understand  that  what  he  refers  to  as  'Syriac'  is  the  same 
which  I  am  referring  to  as  Aramaic  It  will  be  sheer 
waste  of  our  precious  time  to  make  some  western 
scholar  to  change  the  name  of  our  language  from 
Syriac  to  Aramaic.  Similarly  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  give  up  the  expression  Aramaic  to  our  liturgical 
language.  But  we  can  avoid  a  lot  of  fire  and  fury 
in  our  arguments  if  we  admit  that  his  'Syriac'  and  our 
'Aramaic'  is  one  and  the  same  language.  In  some 
cases  ignorance  and  in  other  cases  arrogance  cause  a  lot 
of  bad  blood  inadvertently.  I  am  least  interested  in 
wasting  my  time  in  meaningless  arguments  about  the 
name  of  a  language  or  a  Church  without  first  trying  to 
identify  what  we  are  talking  about. 

Qala  d‘  Athoraye  is  the  original  name  of  this  radio 
programme.  Qala  means  voice  and  cT  Athoraye  means 
'of  the  Assyrians.'  The  word  Athoraya  is  singular  and 
Athoraye  is  plural.  It  is  a  daily  programme  from  6  p.  m. 
to  7  p.  m.  every  evening  on  radio  WONX  1590. 

This  programme  is  listened  to  by  many  Assyrians  in 
Chicago  area.  The  broadcast  is  multi  lingual.  Although 
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the  main  language  is  Assyrian,  other  languages  such  as 
Arabic,  Persian  and  English  are  also  used.  Programmes 
include  music,  news,  interviews  and  cultural  items  as 
well  as  advertisements.  Since  some  old  Assyrians  have 
not  learned  English,  an  Assyrian  Radio  programme  is 
very  useful  to  them. 

Assyrian  Churches  in  Chicago  use  this  radio  to 
give  wider  publicity  to  their  activities.  When  I  was  about 
to  be  interviewed  on  Monday  August  30th,  I  heard  the 
news  that  Mar  Emmanuel  Delli,  assistant  to  the  Chaldean 
Patriarch  in  Bagdad,  had  just  arrived  in  Chicago.  Then 
came  the  announcement  that  Mar  Adhai  II,  Assyrian 
Patriarch  of  Bagdad;  would  be  arriving  in  Chicago  from 
California  within  an  hour  or  so.  Announcements  regard¬ 
ing  services  in  the  Assyrian  Churches  on  the  following 
Sunday,  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Assyrians  in 
America,  Iraq,  Australia,  England  etc.,  followed.  I  am 
glad  that  such  Assyrian  Radio  programmes  are  rendering 
a  useful  service  to  the  Assyrian  communities  in  Chicago. 
California,  Europe  and  Australia. 

Minas  Gorgius  also  asked  me  for  information  on  the 
two  groups  following  the  old  calendar  and  new  calendar. 

I  gave  him  the  correct  information.  But  I  made  clear  my 
conviction  that  such  a  division  was  not  essential.  We 
cannot  blame  our  predecessors.  It  is  also  not  fair  to  fix 
responsibility  for  all  bad  things  on  others.  We  cannot 
take  a  Pharisaic  attitude.  No  man  is  infallible.  But  at 
the  same  time  in  our  simplicity  and  humility  we  should 
not  yield  to  the  evil  designs  of  others.  As  Christians  we 
have  to  oppose  evil  doers.  What  is  right  and  just  is  a  matter 
of  opinion.  Sometimes  we  cannot  find  two  sides  of  the 
same  coin.  Anyhow,  I  believe  that  it  is  better  for  the  two 
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groups  in  the  ancient  Church  of  the  East  to  unite  and  to 
settle  their  differences,  whether  spiritual  or  secular. 

The  invitation  to  speak  at  the  Radio  came  from 
Mr.  Klames  A/I.  Ganji  who  is  the  proprietor  of  this  Qala  d‘ 
Athoraye.  Klames  Ganji  is  the  President  of  the  Babylon 
Travel  8-  Tour  service  in  Chicago  as  well  as  in  Modesto. 
I  had  met  him  in  1991  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Hughson 
near  Modesto  in  California  with  his  father-in-law.  Deacon 
Geevarghese  Benyamin  of  Ashitha. 

In  pages  48  and  49  of  this  book  I  have  mentioned 
about  my  visit  to  Deacon  Benyamin.  After  those  pages 
were  printed  I  had  a  telephonic  call  from  Modesto  telling 
me  about  the  sad  demise  of  this  91 -year-old  Malpan  in 
the  house  of  Klames  Ganji  in  Chicago,  on  1 8  October. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  I  could  not  send  him  this  book  of  my 
visit  to  him.  Deacon  Geevarghese  Benjamin  was  living 
in  the  house  of  his  daughter  Susie,  married  to  Klames 
Ganji.  May  the  soul  of  this  great  Assyrian  scholar 
Deacon  Geevarghese  Benjamin  of  Ashitha  rest  in  peace! 
He  was  a  great  writer  and  scholar.  Among  the  students 
of  the  late  Qasha  Joseph  de  Kellaitha,  Deacon  Geevarghese 
Benyamin's  name  should  be  written  in  letters  of  gold. 

Deacon  Geevarghese  Benjamin  has  encouraged  me 
to  be  an  author.  When  my  second  book  Mar  Abimalek 
Timotheus :  A  Biography  was  published  in  India,  he  wrote 
to  me  asking  me  how  much  royalty  I  would  demand  to 
grant  him  permission  to  translate  this  book.  |  gladly 
replied  that  I  wrote  that  book  as  a  labour  of  love  and  not 
for  profit.  He  could  translate  the  book  into  Assyrian  and 
publish  it  in  America  without  paying  me  anything.  I  was 
only  happy  that  the  biography  of  Mar  Abimalek  Timotheus 
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of  revered  memory  should  be  honoured  among  his 
fellow  Assyrians,  some  of  whom  would  not  otherwise 
have  access  to  this  English  book  published  in  India. 
Deacon  Geevarghese  Benjamin,  who  was  older  than  my 
father,  encouraged  me  by  stating  that  I  should  be  given  a 
Nobel  prize  for  that  book,  if  the  Church  had  such  a  Prize. 
These  words  were  sufficient  encouragement  for  me  to 
steal  an  hour  or  two  from  my  regular  sleep  in  order  to  do 
research  and  to  publish  otherwise  unavailable  information 
about  the  ancient  Church  of  the  East. 

When  I  composed  the  song  Behold  the  Cross  of 
Calvary  in  three  languages  namely  Malayalam,  English 

and  Aramaic,  I  sent  the  Aramaic  version  to  Deacon 
Geevarghese  Benjamin  whose  house  I  visited  in  my  1977 

trip  to  Chicago.  Unfortunately  Deacon  Geevarghese 
was  away  in  his  homeland,  Iraq  at  that  time. 

Actually  my  friendship  with  him  dates  back  to  1962 

when  I  had  visited  Mosul  during  my  return  trip  after  my 
studies  at  St.  Boniface  College,  Warminster,  Wiltshire, 

England.  I  had  a  hard  time  locating  Deacon  Geevarghese 
Benjamin's  house.  Finally  when  I  did  reach  his  residence, 

I  got  message  from  Am  Zala  from  the  Iraq  Petroleum 
Company  where  he  was  employed  that  he  would  rush  to 

his  residence  to  be  my  host. 

He  took  me  to  the  government  office  to  obtain 

permission  to  take  me  to  Kirkuk  to  show  me  the  Nineveh 
Printing  Press  which  his  brother  Deacon  David  Benjamin 

was  managing.  The  official  looked  at  me  and  said,  "'You 

will  have  to  get  permission  from  Malla  Mustafa  Berzani." 
He  was  the  Kurdish  leader  and  Abdul  Karim  Kasim  ruler 

of  Iraq  did  not  have  any  effective  control  over  Kirkuk 
region  which  was  populated  by  Kurdish  people. 
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Deacon  Geevarghese  Benjamin  finally  sent  me  to 
Bagdad.  That  personal  friendship  was  kept  between  us 
from  1962  till  his  death  in  1993.  Despite  the  fact  that 
he  did  not  agree  with  mv  predecessor  Mar  Thoma  Darmo  in 
his  stand  against  Mar  Eshai  Shimun,  Deacon  Geevarghese 
Benjamin  remained  my  personal  friend.  He  published 
my  song  which  I  had  sent  him,  in.  The  Voice  of  Assyrians, 
the  magazine  which  Klames  Ganji  was  publishing  in 
Chicago. 


VII 


Tokyo 

It  was  with  much  difficulty  I  managed  to  get  a  transit 
visa  to  Japan.  The  Japanese  Consulate  in  Madras  refused 
to  grant  me  a  transit  visa  even  after  producing  a  letter  of 
invitation  from  the  Tokyo  Christian  University  assuring 
that  they  would  be  responsible  for  all  my  expenses  during 
my  trip  of  3  or  4  days  in  Japan.  My  Church  even  provided 
a  letter  of  guarantee  towards  expense  of  my  repatriation, 
if  it  became  necessary. 

The  Japanese  Consulate  wanted  a  financial  guarantee 
from  my  host  in  Japan  and  evidence  of  his  financial 
position,  either  by  way  of  bank  balance  or  receipts  o* 
income-tax  paid.  Fax  messages  could  not  reach  the 
destination  owing  to  the  change  of  code  numbers  in  Tokyo. 
Even  I.  S.  D.  telephone  calls  were  hard  to  materialise. 
Yet  with  the  help  of  the  operator  in  Madras  I  was  able  to 
talk  to  my  host  in  Japan.  No  results. 

I  changed  my  ticket  at  the  last  moment.  The  stop¬ 
over  permitted  in  Tokyo  on  my  onward  journey  was 
postponed  to  my  return  flight.  Hence  I  flew  to  Los 
Angeles  direct  from  Madras  with  stops  in  Singapore  and 
Tokyo.  At  Singapore  we  had  to  change  over  to  another 
aircraft  of  the  same  company  i.  e.  the  Singapore  Airlines. 
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It  was  easy  in  Los  Angeles  to  get  a  transit  visa  from 
the  Japanese  consulate  there.  They  charged  me  only 
$1  as  fee  for  a  transit  visa  of  two  weeks  in  Japan.  To 
the  Americans  they  gave  it  free.  Not  that  the  Americans 
are  poor  and  couldn't  afford  to  pay  $1,  but  because  if 
Americans  went  to  Japan,  more  dollars  would  reach  their 
country.  Every  country  encourages  tourism  in  order  to 
earn  foreign  exchange. 

I  do  not  understand  the  policy  of  the  Japanese 
Consulate  in  India  refusing  visa  while  the  Japanese 
Consulate  in  America  is  granting  visa  without  any 
guarantee  knowing  fully  well  that  I  am  an  Indian  tourist. 
The  same  thing  happened  to  me  two  years  ago  when  I 
went  to  Canada.  Their  Consulate  in  Delhi  refused,  while 
their  Consulate  in  Chicago  gladly  granted.  I  am  grateful 
to  those  who  gave  the  visa,  but  I  express  my  protest 
against  their  consulates  in  India  which  treat  us  so  badly. 

With  an  easy  visa  from  Los  Angeles  when  I  reached 
Narita  International  airport  in  Tokyo,  I  anticipated  an  easy 
passage  through  the  immigration  and  customs  halls.  I 
was  totally  wrong.  The  immigration  officer  asked  many 
questions.  I  took  it  easy  and  expressed  my  unpleasanr 
surprise  at  his  intensive  interrogation,  especially  because 
I  was  a  bishop,  just  visiting  their  country  as  a  guest. 
"Oh,  we  had  some  bishops  in  recent  years  visiting  us. 
They  were  suspicious  people/'  was  the  candid  comment 
of  the  immigration  officer.  I  did  not  argue  nor  did  lagree 
with  him. 

At  the  customs  I  was  asked  to  open  my  brief  case,  then 
my  suit  case.  He  went  through  each  and  every  item 
thickly  packed.  In  recent  years  this  was  a  new  experience 
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for  me.  I  was  wondering  whether  it  was  a  mistaken 
identity.  They  seemed  to  be  looking  for  something,  let 
us  say,  drugs. 

Later  I  understood  from  my  host  that  the  customs 
people  were  suspicious  of  passengers  from  Los  Angeles, 
because  that  was  *a  regular  route  for  smuggling  cocaine. 
The  immediate  provocation  for  the  Customs  people  to 
have  a  red  alert  was  the  arrest,  a  few  days  earlier  of  a 
publishing  baron  Haruki  Kadokawa  who  had  smuggled 
Cocaine  to  Tokyo.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  day  I  was 
leaving  i.e.  Sept  4,  1993,  the  first  news  story  on  page  2 
of  The  Japan  Times  was  follows: 

Investigators  believe  a  former  aide  of  arrested 
publishing  tycoon  Haruki  Kadokawa  may  have 
smuggled  at  least  1  Kg  of  cocaine  with  a  street 
value  of  yen  70  million  into  Japan  from  the  United 
States  during  the  last  five  years  at  Kadokawa's 
instruction,  police  sources  said  Friday. 

Photographer  Takeshi  Ikeda,  44,  told  police 
that  when  he  worked  for  Kadokawa  Shoten 
publishing  Co  ,  he  made  an  average  of  five  trips 
an  year,  to  United  States  at  Kadokawa's  instruction 

and  brought  back  between  50  and  60  grams  of 
cocaine  each  time,  the  sources  said. 

When  buying  cocaine,  Ikeda  transferred 
company  money  to  a  bank  account  in  Los  Angeles 
or  took  cash  with  him,  the  sources  said. 

He  was  able  to  use  Yem  1  million  to  Yen  2 
million  each  time  after  receiving  Kadokawa's 
approval,  and  other  board  members  were  unable 
to  block  the  spending,  according  to  sources  close 
to  Kadokawa  Shoten. 
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Ikeda  was  arrested  July  7  at  Narita  airport  in 
Chiba  Prefecture  for  possession  of  79  grams  of 
cocaine,  the  sources  said." 

Tokyo  Tour  &  Tower 

On  31  August  1993  I  emplaned  in  Los  Angeles  at  3.30 
p.  m.  After  flying  for  about  9£  hours  I  reached  Narita 

international  airport  in  Tokyo  at  about  1am.  Tokyo  time 
was  about  16  hours  ahead  of  California  time  (California 

time  is  12|  hours  behind  the  Indian  time.  The  time  in 
Japan  is  3$  hours  ahead  of  us).  Thus  in  Tokyo  it  was 
5  p.  m.  on  Wednesday  September  1,  1993. 

I  was  received  at  the  airport  by  Dr.  Tadatake 
Maruyama,  my  classmate  in  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  when  we  were  candidates  for  the  Doctor  of 
Theology  degree  (Th.  D).  Now  he  is  President  of  Tokyo 
Christian  University,  about  an  hour's  distance  from  the 
Narita  international  airport. 

On  September  2nd,  Dr.  Maruyama  took  me  on  a  Hato 
bus  tour  to  the  city.  The  major  attraction  of  this  trip  was 

the  visit  to  the  Tokyo  Tower.  Many  tourists  were  there. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  visitors  have  been  to  Tokyo 

Tower. 

Empire  State  building  in  New  York,  CNN  tower  in 
Toronto,  SEARS  building  in  Chicago,  Kaknastonet  in 
S  weden  and  Sydney  Tower  in  Australia  are  the  tall  towers, 

|  have  been  atop.  ^But  Eiffel  Tower  in  Paris  is  the  one  I  have 
not  been  to  Althcugn  I  passed  through  Paris  in  1961 
and  1962,  while  going  to  England  for  study  and  on 

my  way  back,  I  did  not  get  more  than  a  few  hours  in  the 
city. 
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Exactly  on  September  2nd  while  I  was  atop  Tokyo 
Tower  the  Eiffel  Tower  in  Paris  was  waiting  for  its 
150,000,000th  visitor.  The  turngate  meter  at  Eiffel 
showed  that  more  than  149  million  people  had  visited 
the  Eiffel  in  its  104  years'  history.  As  the  150  millionth 
visitor  was  expected  between  August  28  and  Sept.  5,  the 
city  officials  were  waiting  to  present  the  lucky  visitor 
with  a  shower  of  gifts  including  a  car.  As  Reuter  had 
announced  it  already  on  August  26,  some  visitors  had 
hurried  and  others  had  tarried  to  become  the  lucky  150 
millionth  visitor  to  the  Eiffel  Tower.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  will  get  a  chance  to  go  atop  the  Eiffel  Tower 
before  the  155  millionth  visitor  reaches  there.  Five 
million  visitors  may  go  there  in  the  next  four  years.  I 
guess. 

Japan  is  the  home  of  Toyota  cars  which  I  saw  in  Iraq, 
in  America  and  in  every  corner  of  the  world.  I  saw  many 
people  using  motor  cycles  also.  The  following  news 
about  traffic  death  will  be  informative  to  my  readers  and 
hence  is  quoted  below. 

Traffic-related  deaths  top  7,000 

More  than  7,000  people  have  died  in  traffic 
accidents  this  year  to  Thursday,  according  to  a 
National  Policy  Agency  report  released  Friday. 

The  number  of  traffic  accident  victims  reached 
7,011  by  Thursday,  but  was  still  317  fewer  than  by 
the  same  date  last  year. 

Last  year  was  the  worst  in  19  years,  with  the 
number  of  traffic  fatalities  reaching  1 1 ,451 .  This  year, 
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the  number  of  deaths  topped  7,000  mark  10  days 
I ater  than  last  year. 

However,  the  NPA  said  the  figure  is  increasing 
rapidly,  indicating  the  possibility  that  it  may  exceed 
11,000  by  the  year's  end. 

The  largest  number  of  traffic  deaths  was  reported 
in  Chiba  Prefecture  with  371,  followed  by  Hokkaido 
with  359,  Kanagawa  with  353,  Ibaraki  with  338  and 
Aichi  with  335. 

The  smallest  number  of  deaths  was  reported  in 
Tottori  Prefecture  with  37,  followed  by  Shimane  with 
48  Tokushima  with  52,  Kochi  with  53  and  Saga 
with  56. 

While  the  number  of  motorbike  and  car  accidents 
involving  young  drivers  has  decreased  this  year,  the 
number  involving  people  in  their  40s  and  50s  has 
increased,  the  NPA  said. 

I  did  not  get  time  to  read  any  newspaper  or  watch 
news  on  TV.  So  I  read  The  Japan  Times  newspaper  on 
September  4  on  my  return  flight.  I  am  impressed  by  the 
quality  of  the  paper  as  well  as  the  variety  of  national  and 
international  news.  A  cartoon  in  that  newspaper  jokingly 
comments  about  the  variety  of  breads  available  in  shops. 
"This  bread's  been  de-germinated,  de-fibered,  refined, 
processed  and  bleached,  on  the  other  hand  it  does  have  a 
picture  of  a  farm  on  it." 

I  thought  it  was  a  joke  when  I  first  heard  about 
Overeaters  Anonymous.  I  had  heard  about  Alcoholic 
Anonymous  working  all  over  the  world.  That  is  one 
organization  where  I  will  not  quality  for  membership,  as 

I  am  not  an  ex-alcoholic,  Thank  God,  AA  is  helping  many 
ex-alcoholics  to  start  a  new  life. 
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Overeaters  Anonymous  must  be  for  those  who  give 
up  over-eating.  The  advertisement  in  The  Japan  Times 
confirmed  my  conviction  that  there  was  dire  need  today 
to  have  such  an  organization.  When  I  talk  to  people  I 
make  a  bold  statement  that  more  people  die  today  due  to 
overeating  than  undereating. 

Weight-watching  has  become  a  necessity  today.  I 
reduced  from  82  Kg  to  70  Kg  with  much  discipline.  When 
I  told  my  friends  that  I  was  reducing  my  weight,  one  of 
them  asked  me  how  much  I  weighed  now.  I  replied,  "I 
am  70  now.'1  Another  friend  who  chanced  to  come  to 
the  room  heard  that  I  was  70.  He  said,  "Bishop,  are  you 
really  70?  You  look  only  65  years  of  age." 

In  one  of  my  joke  books  I  have  mentioned  about  a 
bishop  who  noticed,  at  dinner,  a  huge  heap  of  rice  in  the 
plate  of  a  priest.  The  bishop  remarked,  "To  eat  is  human, 
but  to  digest  is  divine.''  I  do  notthink  that  God  will  help 
an  overeater  to  digest  a  mountain  of  food,  in  this  world 
of  poverty.  Godwin  help  any  one  who  sincerely  attempts 
to  escape  from  the  malady  of  overeating.  To  be 
gluttonous  in  a  land  of  poverty  is  an  unpardonable  sin. 
The  advetisement  on  p.5  of  The  Japan  Times  is  as  follows: 

"Are  you  addicted  to  food?  Do  you  go  on  eating 
binges  for  no  apparent  reason?  Is  your  weight  affecting 
the  way  you  live? 

For  information  and  meetings 
call  OVEREATERS  ANONYMOUS 

(03)  3630-3118  or  (03)  3423-2067 

No  Dues.  No  Fees.  No  Weigh  in. ..We  are  a  fellow¬ 
ship  sharing  experience  strength  and  hope.  Bulimics 
and  Anorexics  also  welcome." 
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On  my  last  evening  in  Japan  a  strong  typhoon  was 
forecast.  People  in  Tokyo  were  talking  about  it.  It  rained 
heavily.  I  slept  early.  The  next  day's  newspaper  reported 
that  Typhoon  No.  1 3  hit  southern  Kyushu  on  Friday  passing 
through  Okinawa.  It  headed  to  Shikoku  or  Chugoku 
region  early  morning  on  the  day  I  returned  from  Tokyo. 
The  casualties  of  that  typhoon  on  Friday  were  reported 
in  the  newspaper  as  "Three  dead,  over  40  reported 
missing."  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Japanese  news¬ 
papers  have  the  same  policy  as  the  Indian  newspapers 
which  often  do  not  give  correct  figures  of  casualty  after 
such  calamities. 

The  speed  of  the  Typhoon  was  only  a  slow  one  of 
30  kilometers  per  hour  in  some  areas,  while  it  was  45 
kph  in  Yahatayama  in  Ehine  Prefecture.  The  following 
report  on  the  front  page  of  The  Japan  Times  of  September  4 
gives  us  some  idea  about  the  precautions  taken .  Other¬ 
wise  the  damages  and  loss  of  lives  would  have  been  much 
too  high- 


One  person  was  killed,  an  angler  was  reported 
missing  in  Okinawa,  and  another  man  died  from  a 
fall  in  Nagasaki.  More  than  30  others  were  injured 
in  Okinawa,  Kagoshima  and  three  other  prefectures. 

About  150  houses  and  other  structures  were 
either  totally  or  partially  destroyed. 

Temporary  blackouts  hit  about  400,000  homes 
mostly  in  Kagoshima  Prefecture. 

In  61  municipalities,  4,567  people  from  2,095 
homes  were  evacuated. 
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Weathermen  said  there  was  a  strong  possibility 
the  typhoon  will  head  north  into  the  Chugoku 
region  and  the  Noto  Peninsula,  Ishikawa  Prefecture, 
on  its  way  up  the  Japanese  archipelago. 

The  heavy  rain  and  strong  winds  severely 
disrupted  train  schedules  in  the  Kyushu,  Shikoku 
and  Chugoku  regions,  forcing  the  cancellation  of 
more  than  320  express  and  limited  express  trains 
mostly  heading  to  and  from  Kyushu  and  incon¬ 
veniencing  about  300,000  passengers. 

A  total  355  domestic  flights  were  canceled 
Friday  and  at  least  100  are  to  be  canceled  today. 

JR  Kyushu  stopped  all  train  operations, 
cancelling  1,487  trains  runs.  About  270,000 
passengers  were  affected  by  this. 

JR  Shikoku  also  stopped  all  train  operations 
after  5  p.  m.  cancelling  at  least  eight  limited 
express  runs. 

West  Japan  Railway  Co.  announced  that  it 
canceled  five  Sanyo  and  four  other  Shinkansen 
train  runs,  affecting  about  11,000  passengers. 

When  I  told  the  Secretary  of  Dr.  Maruyama  that  I 
bought  in  the  USA  a  micro  cassette  recorder  produced 
in  Japan  by  National  Panasonic  for  $70,  she  complained 
that  they  had  to  pay  higher  prices  for  the  goods  produced  in 
Japan.  She  guessed  that  it  was  the  local  taxes  that 
kept  the  prices  high. 

Nobody  can  dispute  the  hard  work  Japanese  people 
do.  Otherwise,  how  could  they  improve  their  economy 
after  their  defeat  in  World  War  II,  in  1945?  Indians 
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should  learn  from  the  Japanese  the  lessons  of  hard  work 
and  boost  their  economy.  A  tiny  island  or  cluster  of 
small  islands  could  progress  to  become  a  top  nation  by 
their  economical  growth. 

Dr.  Maruyama  took  me  to  eat  in  a  restaurant.  I  told 
my  host  that  I  would  prefer  Japanese  style  food  rather 
than  western  food.  Since  I  did  not  eat  meat  he  ordered 
fish.  Japan  is  a  land  of  fish  eaters.  Japan  is  on  top  as 
statistics  on  fish  show.  They  catch  16%  of  the  world's 
total.  They  carry  on  their  fishing  in  three  fashions, 
namely  coastal  fishing,  offshore  fishing,  and  deep-sea 
fishing.  They  breed  fish  artificially  in  shallow  waters. 
They  have  made  trem  endous  progress  in  the  farming  of 
praiwns,  sea-bream  and  yellowtails. 

The  practical  wisdom  of  the  Japanese  is  seen  in 
their  capability  to  process  and  can  the  fish  while  at  sea 
without  wasting  time  to  return  to  the  land  for  processing. 
The  Japanese  ships  go  to  the  north  Pacific  to  catch  crab 
and  salmon.  They  sail  to  the  Antartic  Ocean  to  catch 
whale.  A  larger  fleet  of  fishing  boats  are  used  in  these 
operations.  There  would  be  a  mother  ship  in  such  fishing 
fleets  so  that  canning  could  be  done  while  still  at  sea. 

Fish  was  served  to  us.  I  looked  at  my  host  to  learn 
how  to  use  the  two  sticks  instead  of  the  spoon.  I  failed 
to  eat  with  them  in  spite  of  two  or  three  sincere  attempts* 
Then  my  host  suggested  that  I  eat  using  my  fingers 
instead  of  the  chop  sticks. 

There  are  plenty  of  fruits  in  Japan.  Due  to  my  dia¬ 
betes,  I  hesitated  to  eat  fruit.  Then  I  was  taken  to  a  large 
fruit  market  and  it  was  suggested  that  I  could  choose  any 
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fruit  which  would  suit  my  stomach.  I  looked  around  and 
returned  without  buying  any  fruit,  as  I  was  convinced 
that  any  fruit  would  increase  the  level  of  sugar  in  my 
blood  and  urine. 

Many  Japanese  mandarin  oranges  and  peaches  are 
being  exported  to  the  European  countries. 

Electricity  is  plenty  in  the  country.  In  addition  to 
hydro-electric  projects,  Japan  produces  electricity  from 
more  than  a  dozen  nuclear  power  stations.  Kerala  should 
learn  lessons  from  Japan  in  order  to  do  away  with  power- 
cut  practised  officially  and  unofficially  every  year.  During 
summer,  in  Keraia,  2  or  3  hours  would  be  power-cut 
period.  This  has  affected  production  in  some  factories. 
Kerala  should  implement  thermal  plant  projects  as  hydro¬ 
electric  projects  cannot  cope  with  the  ever-increasing 
consumption  of  electricity. 

The  railway  system  in  Japan  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
world  Japan  National  Railways  runs  the  fastest  train 
service  in  the  world  from  Tokyo  to  the  important  industrial 
centre  of  Osaka  and  beyond  to  Okayama,  101  miles  (161 
Krns.)  in  just  53  minutes.  On  the  second  day  of  my  stay 
in  Japan  Dr.  Maruyama  took  me  by  train  to  Tokyo  from 
Chiba.  Although  they  produce  many  cars,  train  commu¬ 
ters  are  many.  If  all  people  drove  cars  to  their  place  of 
work,  there  won  t  be  enough  space  for  parking. 

In  Tokyo  I  walked  in  front  of  the  huge  Imperial 
Palace.  Although  elected  Prime  Ministers  have  come  to 
power  in  Japan  for  four  decades,  the  emperor  is  still 
respected  by  the  people.  The  Japanese  people  have 
always  been  loyal  to  the  emperor.  Mr.  K.  P.  S.  Menon  in 
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his  book  Many  Worlds  Revisited  records  a  song  his  host 
in  Japan  sang  during  his  visit  to  Japan  in  1947. 

'If  !  die  for  the  Emperor  at  sea,  the  waves  will 
wash  my  body  ashore;  If  I  die  for  the  Emperor  on 
land,  flowers  will  grow  over  my  grave;  I  have  but 
one  desire;  to  be  by  the  side  of  my  Emperor,  alive 

or  dead. ' 

After  the  surrender  of  Japan  in  1945  at  the  end  of 
World  War  1 1,  General  Me  Arthur,  the  American  General 
who  had  ruled  Japan  saw  to  it  that  the  Japanese  people 
understood  that  their  emperor  was  not  divine  as  they  were 
supposed  to  believe  so  far.  In  this  connection  the 
ascerbic  observation  of  K.  P  S.  Menon  is  prophetic, 
because  today  Japanese  people  are  very  concerned  that 
their  empress  had  stopped  talking  after  she  collapsed  on 
her  60th  birthday,  at  a  time  when  the  British  tabloids  are 
busy  publishing  filth  about  their  queen  and  their  royal 
family.  Menon  muses:  (P.249  ) 

"Mac  Arthur's  supreme  achievement  was  to 
strip  the  Emperor  of  Japan  of  his  divinity  and  to 
convert  him  from  God  to  man.  In  doing  so,  I  asked 
myself,  did  he  not  strengthen,  rather  than  weaken, 
the  Imperial  institution  by  investing  it  with  a 
modern  instead  of  a  medieval  halo?  In  this  Godless 
century,  a  God-king  might  have  gone  with  the 
wind,  as  the  Gods  themselves  have  done,  but  not 
a  king  who  could  be  seen,  heard  and,  in  practical 
affairs,  felt." 

In  the  post-World  War  II  period  the  Americans  did 
their  best  for  Japan.  The  U.S.  Government  was  spending 
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a  million  dollars  a  day  in  Japan.  The  American  experts 
were  making  a  scientific  study  of  the  social  and  economical 
problems  of  Japan.  K.  P.  S.  Menon  records;  (p  246) 

''Hence  there  was  no  starvation  or  malnutrition, 
and  the  mortality  rate  of  infants  and  adults  in 
Tokyo  was  less  than  in  New  York.  Indeed  so 
massive  was  American  benevolence  in  Japan  that 
an  envious  Chinese  remarked  that  China  would 
have  been  better  off  if  she  had  chosen  to  fight 
against,  rather  than  with,  U.  S.  A." 

About  the  changes  effected  in  that  era,  K.  P.  S. 
Menon's  glowing  tribute  to  Me  Arthur  should  be  ideal  to 
any  administrator  or  ruler. 

"He  had  encouraged  the  formation  of  trade  unions. 
He  had  introduced  land  reforms.  He  had  abolished 
Shintoism  as  the  state  religion.  He  had  even 
transformed  the  Emperor  from  God  to  man.  And 
all  these  drastic  changes  had  been  effected  not 
merely  with  the  acquiescence  but  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Japanese,  some  of  whom  even 
expressed  a  desire  that,  after  the  occupation  ceased' 
Mac  Arthur  should  stay  on  in  Japan  as  shogun." 

About  the  examplary  role  of  this  administrator  the 
above  mentioned  Indian  diplomat  par  excellence  sums  up 
admirably,  (pp.  245,  246.) 

"Here,  we  thought,  was  a  man  compeletely 

sure  of  himself,  a  man  who  had  not  merely  opinions 
but  convictions,  a  man  who,  left  to  himself,  would 
not  hesitate  to 'grasp  this  sorry  Scheme  of  Things 
entire'  and  're-mould  it  nearer  to  the  Heart's 
Desire/ 
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Now  we  are  glad  that  Japan  has  progressed 
fantastically.  Even  in  protests  by  trade  unions,  the 
employees  register  their  protests  by  working  extra  time 
rather  than  keeping  away  from  work,  as  we  do  often  in 
India.  My  own  Kerala  State  is  perhaps  the  worst  in 
the  matter  of  strikes  in  factories  as  well  as  in  schools. 
The  success  of  Japan  is  in  that  they  work  hard  to  earn  a 
living.  In  Kerala  if  we  can  declare  a  moratorium  on 
strikes  and  lock-outs  many  industrialists  would 
definitely  invest  their  money  in  factories  and  business 
concerns.  We  need  a  Me  Arthur  or  a  Mahathma  Gandhi 
to  inculcate  in  us  a  work-culture  so  that  we  can  better 
ourselves  without  being  squeezed  by  the  debt  trap  of  the 
World  Bank  or  the  exploitation  of  the  multinationals. 

I  wanted  to  meet  Kimihiko  Murakami,  classmate  in 
the  United  Theological  College,  Bangalore  In  1965  66. 
Dr.  Maruyama  went  through  some  directories  of  Christian 
leaders  in  Japan  and  we  were  able  to  trace  Murakami's 
address  in  Osaka  and  his  office  telephone  number 
06-444-0587.  When  Miss  Okusava,  the  secretary  of 
Dr.  Maruyama,  telephoned  to  Osaka  my  friend  was  away. 
When  message  was  passed  on  to  him  that  his  old  friend 
Bishop  Mar  Aprem  wanted  to  talk  to  him  over  the  phone 
we  were  asked  to  contact  his  office  the  next  day. 

When  we  telephoned  the  following  day  he  was 
available  in  his  office.  He  could  not,  however,  recall 
any  friend  by  the  name  Mar  Aprem.  He  never  heard  such 
a  name  in  his  life,  either  among  his  friends  or  anywhere 
in  this  universe.  I  clarified  to  Kimi  Murakami  that  my 
real  name  was  George  Mooken  before  I  became  a  Bishop. 
Then  despite  such  a  long  separation  of  more  than  a  quarter 
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century  he  recognized  me  instantly  and  we  could  converse 
as  intimate  friends.  He  insisted  that  I  should  visit  him 
in  Osaka. 

My  schedule  was  tight.  I  had  re-confirmed  my 
reservation.  If !  postponed  my  trip,  I  may  not  get  another 
flight  within  the  next  few  days.  The  flights  from  Tokyo 
to  Singapore  in  the  Singapore  Airlines  are  heavily  booked 
often.  Even  my  seat  which  was  on  waiting  list  for 
several  days  was  confirmed  with  much  persuasion  by 
Dr.  Maruyama  the  previous  day.  Hence  I  gave  up  the 
idea  of  postponing  the  trip.  !  promised  to  meet  Murakami 
some  time  in  the  future,  especially  as  he  was  often  visiting 
Nagpur  in  connection  with  his  official  duties  with 
Asia  Foundation  or  so. 

!  could  not  see  much  of  Japan  in  the  short  period  of 
four  days.  The  Tokyo  Tour  costs  Japanese  yen  5310. 
It  is  nearly  50  U,  S.  dollars,  which  means  more  than 
Rs.  1,500  This  amount  m3y  not  be  a  substantia!  amount 
to  a  man  from  Japan  or  a  tourist  from  the  USA.  Actually 
many  Hato  buses  were  carrying  tourists  as  we  noticed 
when  we  reached  the  Tokyo  Tower.  While  in  the  boat 
we  went  past  many  bridges  and  saw  many  buildings  on 
either  sides. 

Atop  the  Tokyo  Tower  we  could  see  on  the  South. 

1.  Mlta  International  Building 

2.  Shinagawa  Area 

3.  Direction  of  Mt.  Fuji 

4.  Shibuya  Area 

5.  N.  H.  K. 

6  Aoysma  Cemetery 

7.  Roppongi  Area 
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8.  Meiji  Shrine 

9.  Shinjuku  Area 

10.  Shinjuku  Gyoen  Park 

11.  Akasaka  Park 

12.  Embassy  of  Russian  Federation 

On  the  West 

13.  Reiyukai  Building 

14.  Ark  Hills 

15.  Hotel  New  Otani 

16.  Akasaka  Prince  Hotel 

17.  Hotel  Okura 

18.  Ikebukuro  Area 

on  the  North 

19.  National  Diet  Building 

20.  Kasumingaseki  Building 

21.  The  Imperial  Palace 

22.  Ueno  Area 

23.  Hibiya  Park 

24.  Hibiya  City  Building 

25.  Asakus  Area 

26.  Ginza  Area 

on  the  East 

27.  Hama  Palace  Garden 

28.  Tokyo  Disneyland 

29.  World  Trade  Center  Building 

30.  Tokyo  Gas  Company  Building 

31.  Boso  Peninsula 

32.  Toshiba  Company  Building 

33.  Museum  of  Maritime  Science 
34  Express  Highway  No.  2 

35.  Shiba  Park 
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Tokyo  Christian  University 

My  stay  in  Japan  was  in  the  Tokyo  Christian 
University  in  Chiba  area,  not  far  from  the  Narita 
International  airport  of  Tokyo.  It  is  a  modern  attractive 
campus  with  a  magnificent  chapel  and  an  airconditioned 
library  with  computerised  catalogue  of  books. 

It  has  a  long  history.  Way  back  in  1881  Kaise 
Women's  Mission  school  was  founded.  This  name  was 
changed  to  Kyoritsu  Women's  Seminary  in  1907.  In  1940, 
(the  year  I  was  born)  this  Seminary  was  merged  with 
Japan  Christian  Women's  School  of  Theology.  In  1949 
Tokyo  Christian  Theological  Seminary  was  opened.  An 
year  later  Japan  Domei  Bible  Institute  was  founded.  The 
following  year  Kyoritsu  Women's  Seminary  was  re¬ 
opened. 

In  1951  Tokyo  Christian  Theological  Seminary 
changed  its  name  to  Japan  Christian  Theological 
Seminary.  In  1955  Japan  Domei  Bible  Institute  took  its 
new  nomenclature  Japan  Christian  College.  Two  years 
later  Kyoritsu  Women's  Seminary  changed  its  name  to 
Kyoritsu  Women's  Bible  School. 

Japan  Christian  College  became  Tokyo  Christian 
College  in  1966.  They  got  accreditation  from  the 
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government  as  a  3  year  junior  College.  In  1969,  one  year 
specialised  course  was  added  to  Tokyo  Christian  College, 
making  it  a  4-year-programme.  In  1979  Tokyo 
Christian  Institute  was  formed  by  the  merger  of  three 
institutions  namely  Tokyo  Christian  College,  Japan 
Christian  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Kyoritsu  Christian 
Institute  started  anew. 

In  1980  Tokyo  Christian  College  started  two  separate 
programmes — Theology  and  Church  Music.  In  1981 
Japan  Christian  Theological  Seminary  changed  Its  name 
to  Tokyo  Christian  Theological  Seminary.  In  1990  Tokyo 
Christian  University  was  founded. 

The  Tokyo  Christian  University  sums  up  its  three 
concerns  of  such  an  institutions  es  follows. 

(Brochure  p.  3) 

"First  is  "teaching".  TCU  needs  to  commit 
itself  to  a  sound  academic  pursuit  of  evangelical 
and  orthodox  theology  based  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Bible. 

Second  is  ''preaching  the  Gospel."  TCU  needs 
to  commit  itself  to  practical  learning  and  to 
practicing  the  things  learned  in  such  ways  that  the 
wonderful  Gospel  may  permeate  all  strata  of 
today's  society. 

Third  is  "healing"  TCU  needs  to  commit  itself 
to  a  healing  ministry  among  people  who  are  in 

desperate  need  in  today's  international,  complex 
world.  TCU's  Division  of  International  Christian 

Studies  is  designed  to  prepare  men  and  women  for 
such  service, 
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The  Lord  of  our  TCU;  Jesus  Christ,  is  waiting 
for  the  workers  to  be  sent  out  for  His  work  of 
harvest." 

TCU  is  an  international  Institution.  Students  come 
not  only  from  Japan,  but  also  from  Korea  and  other 
neighbouring  countries.  Therefore,  Korean  and  Chinese 
are  taught  in  addition  to  Japanese  and  English.  Of 
course,  being  a  theological  College,  Hebrew,  Greek  and 
German  are  also  taught  there. 

When  I  went  there  on  Sept.  1  the  campus  was  quiet. 
Next  day  it  began  to  be  alive.  They  were  returning  after 
vacation.  By  Friday  more  cars  were  being  parked  in  the 
campus,  although  the  classes  were  to  commence  only  on 
the  following  Monday  Sept.  6th.  All  students  were 
required  to  live  in  the  campus.  Some  students  owned 
cars.  The  President  of  the  University  remarked  that  some 
students  owned  bigger  and  expensive  cars,  than  that  of 
the  professors.  Some  students  owned  only  motor  cycles 
or  ordinary  bicycles.  I  saw  Professor  Shimizu  flying  on 
his  ordinary  "push  bike."  That  is  what  the  Americans 
call  an  ordinary  bicycle. 

About  the  campus  life,  the  following  description  is 
quoted  to  give  authoritative  version  of  the  ideals  and 
objectives  of  community  living. 

One  special  feature  in  TCU's  education  is  the 
training  provided  through  living  on  campus.  All 
students  are  required  to  live  in  campus  dormitories 
or  family  apartments.  Along  with  their  academic 

studies  and  practical  service  training  in  local 
churches,  TCU  students  are  also  trained  through 
their  co-operative  community  life, 
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All  TCU  students'  weekday  life  begins  with 
early  morning  prayer  meetings  sponsored  by  the 
students  themselves.  And  the  studens  of  ICC- 
and  KCI  join  together  with  TCU  students  in  various 
activities  including  the  self-management  of 
residence  life. 

As  students  bring  with  them  differences  in  age# 
experience,  church  affiliation  and  nationality, 
campus  life  provides  a  very  significant  place  in 
which  they  can  acquire  a  disciplined  life-style  for 
serving  Christ. 

I  stayed  in  a  guest  apartment  in  the  campus.  I  liked 
le  apartment  very  much.  The  Japanese  people  are  good 
:  saving  space,  energy  etc.  In  the  bath  room  I  noticed 
lat  the  bath  tub  was  small.  It  looks  that  we  are 
jpposed  to  be  sitting  while  taking  bath.  I  confidentially 
arned  that  in  the  Professors'  apartments  the  bath  tubs 
e  a  little  longer.  When  one  gets  older,  one  will  have 
i  stretch  one's  body  a  bit  in  the  hot  water. 

There  was  no  wash  basin  in  the  latrine.  But  I  noticed 
at  the  water  tank  for  the  latrine  was  fitted  with  a  wash 
jsin.  We  can  wash  our  hands  in  it,  before  that  water 
Des  down  to  the  tank  and  later  to  the  Septic  tank  below- 
is  a  genuine  concern  to  conserve  water  as  well  as 
>ace  in  the  tiny  latrine  which  is  separated  from  the  bath, 
the  dressing  room  we  can  use  the  mirror  and  after  use 
j  1 1  it  down  to  make  it  a  writing  table.  That  whole 
)artment  was  very  small.  Yet  convenient  for  a  couple. 

I  wish  our  Indian  friends  saw  such  houses  and 
actised  economy  in  space  and  refrained  from  converting 
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paddy  fields  into  housing  plots  huge  bungalows,  obtaining 
special  permission  through  clandestine  means.  As  India's 
population  is  doomed  to  rocket  to  a  billion  by  the  turn 
of  this  century,  it  is  imperative  that  we  engage  techniques 
to  conserve  space,  in  addition  to  water  and  electricity. 

Actually  the  campus  of  this  Christian  University  has 
a  sprawling  area  Yet  the  buildings  were  carefully 
planned  leaving  plenty  of  space  for  trees.  It  is  a  green 
campus.  I  enjoyed  my  morning  walks  in  that  campus 
breathing  fresh  air  As  one  interested  in  healthy 
environment  I  enjoyed  and  appreciated  their  concern  to 
keep  that  campus  green  with  trees.  I  wish  in  India  we 
created  an  awareness  of  healthy  environment. 

The  professors  at  Tokyo  Christian  University  are 
highly  qualified.  The  President  Dr.  Maruyama  has  a 
Th.  D.  from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  Prof. 
Siegfried  Buss  has  a  Ph.  D.  from  the  University  of  Chicago. 
Prof.  Yoshiaki  Hattori  and  Prof.  Susumu  Uda  earned  their 
Th.  D.  degrees  from  Westminster  Theological  Seminary, 
U.  S.  A.  Prof.  Thomas  Wisley  has  a  Ph  D.  from  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary. 

Professor  Hiromus  Shimizu  who  teaches  Christianity 
and  Culture,  Christian  View  of  Human  Beings  holds  his 
M.  A.  from  Tokyo  University.  So  he  is  a  "local  boy.'' 
His  knowledge  is  much  more  than  one  can  fathom.  He 
is  a  pleasant  conversationalist.  I  enjoyed  talking  to  him. 
He  appreciated  my  books  of  humour.  He  is  a  poet.  He 
gave  me  off-prints  of  someof  his  compositions  in  English. 

I  enjoyed  the  depth  and  Christian  concern  of  this  poet. 

In  The  Tanka  Journal  (1 993  No. 2)  published  by  the 
Japan  Tanka  Poets'  club  Professor  Hiromu  Shimizu  writes 
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ibout  Puget  Wilkis  (1871 — 1934)  a  CMS  missionary  who 
went  to  Japan  in  1897  and  died  in  Kobe  37  years  later. 
\  few  stanzas  of  the  Tanka  (the  oldest  form  of  Japanese 
)oetry)  helps  us  to  understand  something  about  poetic 
iterature  of  Japan,  p.  22. 

'■  Fair  summer  Night!  Come,  wait  awhile! 

Haste  not  so  soon  away; 

Ah,  when  so  lovely,  why  so  swift 
To  fly  before  the  day? 

Are  there  no  clouds  to  spread  their  couch, 

And  tempt  the  moon  to  stay? 

Fallen  trampled  'neath  my  feet 
The  maples'  leaf-flake  lie; 

There's  not  a  sound  in  all  the  woods; 

Save  the  stag's  startled  cry! 

Why  are  thou,  Autumn,  tell  me  why, 

So  lovely,  yet  so  swift  to  die? 

Why,  why  is  Heaven  silent  still 
When  I  have  prayed  so  long? 

Ah!  answerless  the  silence  speaks. 

And  tells  me  that  the  heart  that  seeks, 

The  heart,  the  heart  is  wrong. 

According  to  Professor  Shimizu  in  recent  years  the 
Bible  has  influenced  Japanese  literature.  In  his  booklet 
Christianity  in  Japanese  Literature",  Prof.  Shimizu  makes 
he  bold  claim. 

The  Bible  in  the  Japanese  language  moved 
the  heart  of  the  Japanese  and  changed  them  They 
made  up  their  minds  to  worship  the  only  one 
Creator  God  instead  of  eight  million  idols  and  did 
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their  best  to  be  individuals  holy  enough  to  stand 
before  God.  In  this  first  change  can  be  defined 
as  the  'volitional  recognition  of  God's  sovereignity 
then  the  second  one  can  be  called  the  'intellectual 
recognition  of  God's  sovereignity.  They  deter¬ 
mined  to  rewrite  the  history  of  their  mother  country 
and  make  it  holy  in  the  light  of  God's  salvation  in 
history.  They  did  their  best  to  be  thoughtful 
individuals  armed  with  God's  wisdom  and 
knowledge.  The  third  and  final  change,  then  is  to 
recognize  God's  sovereignity  in  their  emotions  and 
feelings,  that  is,  in  the  deepest  recesses  of  their 
hearts  and  souls.  The  Bible  was  an  earthquake 
that  shook  their  imaginations;  and  they  did  their 
best  to  wield,  what  C.  S.  Lewis  called,  the  baptized 
imagination  in  their  literary  activities.  The  Japanese 
imagination,  which  had  been  weakened  by  the 
two-century-long  national  isolation,  was  now  both 
renewed  by  Christianity  and  revived  by  the  Bible. 
Thus  started  the  romantic  movement  in  the  history 
of  modern  Japanese  literature." 

Not  only  the  Bible  but  other  books  like  Smile's  Self 
Help  and  John  Runyan' s  Pilgrim’s  Progress  were  translated 
into  Japanese.  The  translations  of  such  Christian  books, 
opines  Prof.  Shimizu,  "taught  the  Japanese  people  that 

the  novel  is  not  a  time  killer  for  the  rich  idle  but  a  life 
work  worthwhile  for  all."  It  is  in  this  trend  that 
Bungakukai  (The  Literarv  World)  was  published  during 
1893  to  1998, 

Professor  Shimizu  presented  me  with  another  Tanka 
on  the  Book  of  Ruth.  The  first  three  and  the  eleventh 
stanzas  are  reproduced  below.  It  is  from  the  work  From 
Beyond  the  Paternal  Genealogy : 


Tokyo  Christian  university 


9; 


1 .  In  those  far  off  days 
When  Israel  had  no  king, 

When  the  nation  was 
Lawless  like  tangled  serpants. 

The  judges  were  elected. 

2.  Oh,  Bethlehem  who 

Was  likened  to  the  House  of  Bread - 

She  suffered  much  when 
The  judgment  of  starvation 
Swept  over  the  entire  land. 

3.  By  the  blessed  visit 

Of  the  condescending  God 
Of  visitation, 

Bethlehem  had  once  again 

Became  the  blessed  ''House  of  Bread/' 


11-  After  good  dinner 
Naomi  became  aware 
From  where  the  dinner 
Came  that  she  and  Ruth  had  found 
More  than  satisfactory. 


*  13 


IX 


Christianity  in  Japan 

One  per  cent  of  Japanese  population  is  Christian. 
Protestants  and  Catholics  may  be  of  equal  size.  The 
main  line  Churches  are  not  growing.  Church  attendance 
is  on  the  decline.  Nevertheless,  the  charismatic  move¬ 
ment  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  Pentecostal 
or  evangelical  movements  in  the  non-Catholic  Churches 
register  remarkable  growth.  More  life  is  visible  in  these 
groups. 

Christianity,  according  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  was 
brought  to  Japan  by  the  Portuguese  around  1500  A.  D. 
Protestant  denominations  date  back  to  the  missionary 
labours  of  Western  missionaries  only  in  the  last  century. 

I  know  that  the  above  information  repeated  in  many 
books  is  not  unquestionable.  I  told  Dr.  Maruyama  that 
our  Church  was  in  Japan  since  736  A.  D.  My  desire  to 
gather  more  information  on  the  Nestorian  Church  in  the 
centuries  following  the  eight  century  did  not  materialise. 
Nobody  seemed  to  know  about  any  Christian  Church  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguese  in  the  16th  century. 

Dr.  Thomas  Wisley,  Professor  of  Church  History  who 
holds  a  Ph.  D.  from  Fuller  Seminary,  Colifornia,  was 
contacted  by  Dr.  Maruyama.  Prof.  Wisley  pleaded 
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ignorance  about  the  history  of  the  Nestorian  or  Persian 
Church  in  Japan.  He  tried  to  contact  Prof.  Hattori  who 
might  know  something  about  it.  But  he  could  not  be 
traced  either  in  his  office  or  in  his  house. 

We  went  to  the  library.  As  there  were  computer 
facilities  for  the  catalogues  in  the  library  I  fancied  that  we 
could  press  the  buttons  on  the  subject  Nestorian  or  Persian 
and  instantly  the  titles  of  the  books  on  our  Church  in  Japan 
would  appear  on  the  screen.  No  it  wasn't  going  to  be 
that  easy.  Prof.  Shimizu  who  was  in  charge  of  the  library 
and  his  assistants  said  that  it  could  take  about  15  minutes 
to  trace  the  books. 

After  visiting  the  chapel  and  the  adjoining  rooms  set 
apart  for  the  students  of  music,  we  came  back  to  the 
library.  They  said  that  the  book  by  John  Stewart,  The 
Nestorian  Missionary  Enterprise  :  A  Church  on  Fire  was 
not  available  in  their  library.  No  library  is  complete. 
Yet  I  felt  the  absence  of  that  book  in  their  library  a 
definite  deficiency.  Had  they  a  copy  of  that  book,  I  thought 
that  at  least  some  people  who  read  that  book  (assuming 
that  most  books  stacked  in  the  shelves  in  the  libraries  are 
read  occasionally  by  some)  would  have  known  about  the 
glorious  history  of  this  great  missionary  Church  in  the 
Orient. 

At  the  same  time  I  was  delighted  that  the  library  staff 
traced  a  thick  book  written  in  Japanese  language  by 
Prof.  P.  Y.  Saeki.  It  was  of  no  use  to  me,  as  I  could  not 
read  Japanese.  Nevertheless,  I  was  happy  that  those  who 
knew  that  language  could  read  and  be  aware  of  a 
Christian  past  dating  back  to  the  8th  century  in  Japan. 
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Dr.  Maruyama  arranged  for  me  a  visit  to  the  National 
Museum  of  Japanese  History.  I  suggested  this  programme 
hoping  to  trace  the  early  Christian  history  of  Japan.  His 
English  language  secretary,  Miss  Yuko  Sekiguchi,  drove 
me  to  the  Museum. 

The  preamble  in  the  booklet  of  this  Museum  reads: 

•  i* 

# 

"The  National  Museum  of  Japanese  History  is  a 
new  type  of  research  centre  that  was  established 
by  the  Japanese  government  in  April  of  1931  for 
the  benefit  of  our  country's  universities  and 
colleges.  In  fostering  cross-disciplinary  research 
in  history  and  culture  of  Japan,  the  Museum  will 
assemble,  preserve,  and  display  materials  for  the 
support  of  co-operative  investigations  in  history, 
archaeology,  and  folk  culture. 

In  addition  to  permanent  exhibits,  the  Museum 
will  offer  special  exhibits  based  on  the  result  of 

current  research.  All  displays,  whether  permanent 
or  special,  are  open  to  the  Japanese  public  and  to 

foreign  visitors." 

We  quickly  walked  through  the  different  rooms  of 
this  National  Museum  situated  at  the  site  of  the  old 
Sakura  Castle.  As  I  saw  many  interesting  exhibits  in 
different  galleries  I  noticed  a  Dutch  ship.  The  following 
information  given  has  a  bearing  on  the  Christian  history 
of  Japan. 

"Japan  in  the  Maritime  Age 

European  powers  that  contacted  Japan  in  the 
sixteenth  century  had  a  Christian  mission  that  was 
not  in  accord  with  the  traditional  East-Asian  idea 
that  international  relations  should  be  centered  on 
tributary  trade.  .  .  ... 
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At  the  time  of  this  contact  with  European 
powers,  Japan  was  moving  from  the  confusion  of 
civil  war  to  unified  political  control  under  first 
Oda  Nobunaga  and  then  Toyotomi  Hideyoshi  and 
Tokugawa  leyasu.  Being  pressed  to  respond  to 
European  pressure,  Japan's  new  unified  state 
structure  ordered  a  ban  on  maritime  travel —  a 
unique  East-Asian  policy  toward  the  outside  world* 
With  the  strict  control  of  trade  and  the  prohibition 
of  Christianity  as  its  basic  foreign  policies,  the 
state— the  Tokugawa  feudal  system — established 
highly  centralized  political  control.  This  exhibit 
highlights  that  process!" 

We  saw  a  printing  dating  back  to  the  Nara  period. 

The  Budhist  Sutra  " Hyakumanto  Darani "  is  claimed  to  be 
the  world's  oldest  known  printed  item.  Although  I  was 

happy  that  the  two  or  three  hours  spent  in  the  National 
Museum  of  Japanese  History  was  very  informative,  the 
absence  of  artefacts  or  books  telling  the  history  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  the  8th  century  onwards  disappointed 
me. 

Then  I  announced  to  my  hosts  in  Japan  that  I  would 
use  my  travelogue  to  record  whatever  scanty  evidence  I 

was  able  to  trace  about  the  existence  of  any  Church  in 
Japan  from  the  8th  century  onwards. 

John  Stewart  in  Nestorian  Missionary  Enterprise 
writes;  p.  188 

''Co  two  of  the  beams  of  the  temple  of  Horyiyi, 
now  in  the  Tokyo  museum,  dating  from  the  seventh 
century.  Prof  Sayce  found  inscriptions  accompanied 
by  crosses  in  an  alphabet  akin  to  Syriac." 
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The  Imperial  Chronicles  of  Japan  of  798  A.  D..  writes 
John  Stewart,  refers  to  the  visit  of  a  Persian  who  with 
others  were  granted  an  audience  by  the  emperor  in  736 
A.  D.  His  name  is  given  as  Li-mi-i,  who  was  shown 
imperial  favours.  Stewart  elaborates  further  : 

"No  one  knows  who  was  Li-mi-i,  but  it  is 
surmised  that  the  name  should  be  Mi-li  (Mili),  the 
physician,  'it  being  the  term  used  for  medicine  and 
the  other  parts  having  become  transposed.  In 
Chinese  there  are  many  Li-mi  just  as  in  Persian 
there  are  many  Mi-li  '' 

Prof.  Saeki  surmises  that  this  Mill  may  have  been  the 
father  of  Chorepiscopos  Yesbuzid  who  created  the  famous 
Nestcrian  Stone  in  Hsi-an.fu  in  781  A.  D.  The  presence 
of  a  physician  named  Rimitsu  in  the  court  of  the  Japanese 
Emperor  Shomu  (724-748  A.  D  )  has  been  admitted  by 

Japanese  scholars.  John  Stewart  opines  that  this 
Rimitsu  was  either  '.  Li-mi  or  one  of  the  others  who  had  an 

i 

audience  with  the  emperor  in  736  A.  D. 

Empress  Komyo  embraced  Christianity  probably 
through  the  preaching  of  this  physician.  She  became  a 
great  saint.  Many  miracles  of  healing  were  attributed  to 
her.  She  started  a  leprosarium  in  Nara. 

Princess  Chujchima,  great  niece  of  the  Empress, 
became  an  inmate  of  a  convent  at  Tacmadera,  halfway 

between  Aji  and  Yoshimo  in  Central  Japan.  She  depicted 
the  vision  of  heaven  she  had  in  a  large  piece  of 
embroidery.  It  suivives  to  our  day. 

Kobo  Daishi,  Dengyo  Daishi  and  37  other  Japanese 
scholars  went  to  China  where  they  received  a  copy  of  the 
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gospel  of  St.  Mathew,  the  ten  commandments  and  other 
Christian  literature  from  the  Nestorian  missionaries 
stationed  at  the  Taishui  Keikyo  Church  in  Chang-ah-at. 
They  landed  at  Sakoshi.  About  the  early  years  of  these 
pilgrim  fathers  of  Japan  a  recent  Assyrian-American 
Protestant  missionary  K  Joseph  working  in  Japan  writes: 

Their  first  care  was  to  build  a  simple  split-log 
Church  with  narrow  slits  for  windows  and  a  tramped 
clay  floor.  A  sheepskin  mat  lay  before  the  altar,  a 
wolf's  hide  curtain  was  door  and  the  darkness  was 
diluted  by  a  slush  lamp. 

The  head  missionary,  robed  in  the  finest  woven 
cloth  of  white,  red  and  gold  led  the  others  on 
Christmas  Day  as  they  commemorated  the  Birth 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  Japan's  first  church  with  no 
pictures  or  idols,  only  a  rustic  Cross  that  reminded 
them  of  the  reason  of  their  Saviour's  Birth. 

Budhism  was  being  introduced  into  the 
Japanese  courts  then,  but  didn't  seep  down  to  the 
lower  strata  of  society.  Without  name  or  ritual  it 
posed  no  opposition  to  the  newcomers  who  moved 
near  Kyoto.  They,  there  at  Kadona,  in  603  A.  D. 
built  another  church  and  the  Japanese  joined  them 
in  their  worship. 

The  "Seventeen  Articles  of  Injunction"  the 
famous  Constitution  drawn  up  by  Regent  Prince 
Shotoku  in  A.  D.  664,  granted  Nestorians  ''full 
liberty  and  personal  rights"  and  this  they  enjoyed 
until  they  were  tempted  to  compromise  their 
Biblical  faith  and  merged  with  the.general  populace. 
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In  736  A.  D.  these  Nestorian  missionaries  established 
the  first  Leprosarium  in  Nara.  Empress  Komyo  also 
attended  to  the  lepers  at  this  place.  In  spite  of  all  the 
activities,  Nestorian  Christianity  declined  in  Japan  in  the 
ninth  century. 

Ask  the  respectable  historian, '  What  of  the  Nestorians?" 
and  he  points  to  the  Triangular  Torii,  the  remains  of 
David's  Shrine,  "the  well  of  Israel'',  the  peculiar  burial 
mound,  great  influence  left  on  the  teachings  of  Budhism 
and  Shintoism  like  salvation  by  faith,  the  "omikushi"  ark 
of  the  covenant.  Shrine  Layout,  the  Kyushu  "Jizo",  the 
'  Ushi  Matsuri"  and  the  "Mizutori  ceremonies." 

He  will  tell  you  that  the  very  name  of  that  suburb  of 
Kyoto,  'Uzumasa'  where  they  lived  is  a  corruption  of  the 
Assyrian  word  Ishoo  M'  chikkha",  means  alias  "Hata"  or 
"Kunyue"  people.  The  sociologist  echoes  these  sentiment 
when  he  investigates  the  great  social  welfare  work 
that  sprang  from  those  first  simple  Christians  who 
worshiped  in  that  dingy  chapel  that  First  Easter  Sunday 
1 ,400  years  ago. 

Today  very  little  is  known  of  the  Christianity  in  Japan. 
At  present  the  Church  of  the  East  is  not  known  in  that 
country.  There  is  no  trace  of  that  great  missionary  Church 
in  Japan.  Still  there  are  some  stones  which  are  dis¬ 
covered  by  archaeologists.  These  stones  do  not  tell  the 
story  of  the  great  missionary  heritage. 

Dr.  Sakae  Ikadae,  a  professor  of  Ryukuku  University 
in  Kyoto,  Japan  claimed  to  be  a  faithful  descendant  of 
this  ancient  Church.  The  learned  professor  did  research 
to  unearth  more  information  on  the  past  history  of  this 
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church  in  Japan.  He  and  his  wife  in  recent  years 
propagated  this  Church  in  Japan.  He  was  therefore 
appointed  as  the  honorary  resident  commissioner  in  Japan 
of  the  Nestorian  Patriarch. 

Soon  after  Mar  Thoma  took  charge  as  the  Metropolitan 
of  Malabar  and  India  he  opened  correspondence  with 
Dr.  Sakae  Ikade  for  restarting  our  mission  in  Japan. 
When  he  read  about  the  missionary  work  in  China  and 
Japan,  he  wanted  to  start  work  in  Japan.  On  1 7  November, 
1953  the  Metropolitan  wrote  to  Dr.  Ikeda. 

"You  know  that  we  had  once  given  you  to 
understand  of  our  intention  to  visit  Japan.  We 
are  now  very  serious  on  the  matter  and  should, 
therefore,  ask  you  to  advise  us  on  the  procedure 
we  ought  to  adopt  for  securing  the  necessary  visa 
to  Japan.  We  would,  further,  like  to  ascertain 
whether  we  can  get  the  services  of  some  youths 
there,  for  the  Church.  We  will  ordain  them  as 
Deacons  and  Priests  and,  if  necessary,  consecrate 
a  Bishop  to  that  place  on  our  visit  thereto.  We 
have  an  ardent  desire  to  do  all  and  everything  in 
our  power  and  as  far  as  possible,  to  promote  the 
progress  of  that  branch  of  the  holy,  apostolic  and 
catholic  Church  of  the  East,  which  once  after 
flourishing  for  a  time,  had  the  misfortune  to  become 
extinct.  It  is  our  ardent  desire  and  earnest  prayer 
that  by  divine  grace  it  may  be  revived  again  to  its 
former  status. 

Nothing  could  be  achieved  by  way  of  practical 
measures  to  revive  the  ancient  Nestorian  Christianity  in 
Japan.  Professor  Ikade  however  continued  to  propagate 
this  Church.  He  made  all  efforts  to  do  research  into  the 

past  history  of  Christianity  in  his  native  land.  The 
following  letter  written  by  him  in  1970  to  the  present 
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writer  is  an  example  of  his  interest  in  this  church.  It  also 
reveals  some  pertinent  historical  conclusions  crucial  for 
our  understanding. 

Dear  Sirs,  Kyoto,  April  9th. 

Hearty  thanks  for  your  sending  monthly  periodical, 
the  "Voice  of  the  East." 

I  am  very  happy  to  inform  you  herein  that  Miss 
Yoko  Tomita  received,  on  26th  ultimo,  a  degree  of 
Master  of  Laws  from  the  Graduate  school  of 
Kansai  University  after  applying  for  the  master 
degree  by  presenting  a  thesis  named,  "Syro- 
Nestorian  influences  upon  the  Political  History 
of  Japan",  which  had  been  examined  by  me.  The 
Principle  of  the  Church  of  the  East  is,  as  you  know, 
called  "Syro-Nestorianism"  by  Englishman  and 
"Keikyo''  by  us  Japanese.  It  is  especially  note¬ 
worthy  that  in  her  above  thesis  Miss  Tomita, 
Master  of  Laws,  succeeded  in  identifying  Rev.  Milis 
with  Hirai-Tenjin,  to  whom  a  Shinto  shrine  in  Nara 
is  dedicated. 

Hirai-Tenjin  is  a  proper  noun,  which  etymologically 
means  a  tenjin  or  heavenly  God  who  came  flying. 
Rev.  Milis  was  a  Keikyo  missionary  and  physician, 
who  came  to  Japan  in  736  from  Bactria. 

I  highly  appreciate  Master  Tomita's  success  in  thus 
proving  that  Rev.  Milis  was  enrolled  by  the 
Imperial  Court  of  Nara  among  Gods  in  Shintoism 
by  virtue  of  his  merits. 


Very  truly  yours, 
(Sakae  Ikeda),  Doctor  Legum. 


X 


End  of  the  Journey 

On  Saturday  4th  September  Dr.  Maruyama  drove  me 
from  Chiba  to  the  Narita  International  airport.  He  took 
short-cuts  to  the  airport  fearing  the  heavy  morning  traffic 
of  people  rushing  to  work.  We  made  it  to  the  airport  in 
good  time,  actually  before  the  check-in  counter  was  open. 
So  we  spent  some  time  over  a  cup  of  coffee  in  the  airport 
restaurant. 

The  airport  tax  in  Tokyo  was  US  dollars  20  or  2000 
Japanese  yen.  US  $20  is  Rs.  620  in  India,  which  is  more 
than  double  the  amount  India  is  charging  at  present  as 
airport  tax,  I  thought  that  if  an  affluent  country  like 
Japan  was  charging  mercilessly  so  high,  a  poor  nation 
like  India  could  double  our  tax  too.  But  such  a  hike  in 

airport  tax  could  invite  an  uproar  from  the  foreign- 
travelling  citizens  of  India. 

Once  airborne,  I  began  to  think  of  this  travelogue. 
Could  I  write  it  immediately  and  publish  the  book  within 
two  months?  No,  it  was  not  easy.  Better  releax  rather 
than  tax  my  body  and  brain  at  this  fag  end  of  this  trip 
Moreover  I  have  to  catch  my  connecting  flight  to  Bombay 
at  Singapore.  Finally  when  I  reached  Bombay  at  midnight 
I  needed  more  rest,  as  I  had  to  conduct  morning  service 
for  my  Church  members  sojourning  in  Bombay  and  its 
vicinity. 
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Food  was  good  in  the  Singapore  Airlines.  As  I  had 
ordered  Seafood  when  my  ticket  was  purchased,  the 
hostess  came  with  a  special  plate  of  Seafood.  For  the 
benefit  of  Air  travellers  I  must  record  that  there  is  a 
variety  of  special  foods  available  in  most  of  the  inter¬ 
national  flights  if  we  place  an  order  at  least  24  hours 
prior  to  the  journey.  The  varieties  available  in  my  flights 
was  as  follows. 


Special  Meal 


*  Fat  Free 

*  Salt  Free 


*  Hindu 

*  Muslim 


*  Gluten  Free 

*  Low  Cholesterol 

*  Low  Residue 

*  Ulcer  Diet 

*  Non  Carbohydrate. 

*  Low  Calorie 


*  Indian  Vegetarian 

*  Western  Vegetarian 

*  Oriental  Vegetarian 

*  Kosher 

*  Seafood 

*  Diabetic 


Cococola  was  in  front  of  me  every  time  the  airhostess 
pushed  the  cart.  She  asked  'What  would  you  like  for  a 
drink?"  I  am  one  who  believes  and  teaches  that  all 
alcoholic  bevarages  should  be  abolished.  I  always  look 
for  soft  drinks.  But  after  I  became  a  diabetic  I  decided 

»*  >  j 

to  avoid  even  soft  drinks  such  as  orange  juice,  apple 
juice,  coke,  and  7  up  as  they  contain  sugar.  Some  of  my 
friends  tell  me  that  Diet  Coke  does  not  contain  any  sugar. 


As  I  write  these  words  I  happened  to  read  a  comment 
on  a  review  of  an  expensive  book  entitled  "The  unautho¬ 
rised  History  of  the  Great  American  Soft  Drink  and 
the  Company  that  Makes  it."  As  $27.50  is  an  exorbitant 
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price  by  Indian  standards  many  of  my  readers  are  unlikely 
to  read  this  556-pages-long  book  of  Mark  Pendergrast, 
published  by  Scribners.  This  book  referred  to  as  'an 
encyclopaedia  history  of  Coke  and  its  sub-culture",  gives 
the  recipe,  a  long-guarded  secret, —  caffeine,  vanilla,  oils 
of  orange,  lemon,  lime  and  spices  with  plenty  of  sugar. 

My  advice  is  to  keep  away  from  Coke  if  one  does  not 
want  to  put  on  weight.  Moreover,  if  you  are  a  socialist, 
you  have  to  keep  away  from  Coke  known  as  the  symbol  of 
capitalism.  One  of  the  critics  of  Coke  described  it  as 
"the  most  incredible  mobilisation  of  human  energy  for 
trivial  purposes  since  the  construction  of  the  pyramids/' 

Although  expensive.  Coke  is  the  poor  man's  luxury 
drink.  A  review  of  this  well-researched  book  concludes 
that  "it  is  a  very  potent  myth  that  can  inspire  ordinary 
people  to  heroic  aspirations,  even  if  the  satisfactions  are 
fleeting  and  the  ingredients  mainly  sugar  and  water/' 
"Things  go  better  with  coke",  the  slogan  of  this  multi¬ 
national  soft  drink  giant,  may  not  go  better  with  diabetic 
patients  like  me 

Smoking 

# 

Generally  most  of  the  domestic  flights  are  'no- 
smoking'.  But  since  some  passengers  cannot  survive 

more  than  two  hours  without  smoking,  most  airlines 

designate  some  seats  "smoking"  for  flights  of  more  than 
two  hours*  duration.  Yet  some  passengers  sit  in  "no¬ 
smoking"  areas  and  attempt  to  smoke.  Often  fellow 
passengers  and  air  hostesses  succeed  in  persuading  them 

to  find  a  smoking  row  in  the  rear  and  smoke  without 
disturbing  those  who  requested  and  got  "no-smoking*' 
areas. 
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The  latest  information  on  Smoke-free  flights  are  as 
follows: 


Air  India 

Only  domestic  flights  are  smoke-free.  International 
flights  smoking  permitted. 

Indian  Airlines 

Domestic  flights  are  smoke-free 

Air  Canada 

No  smoking  on  all  flights,  domestic  and  international. 

Air  France 

No  smoking  on  flights  within  France  and  on  inter¬ 
national  flights  shorter  than  two  hours. 

Alitalia 

No  smoking  on  flights  within  Italy  and  on  inter¬ 
national  flights  shorter  than  two  hours. 

British  Airways 

No  smoking  on  flights  within  U.  K  Starting 
September  27,  no  smoking  on  international  flights  shorter 
than  90  minutes.  Daily  no-smoking  flights  between  Los 
Angeles,  London  and  San  Francisco  started  on 
September  1  for  a  trial  period  of  three  months. 

Cathay  Pacific 

No  smoking  on  trans-Pacific  flights. 

Japan  Airlines 

No  smoking  on  flights  within  Japan  but  no  ban  on 
International  flights. 
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SAS 

No  smoking  on  flights  within  Scandinavia. 

Yet  the  smokers  were  not  keeping  quiet.  On 
September  28,  a  "smokers  only''  flight  was  flown  between 
Chicago  and  Los  Angeles.  Freedom  Air  chartered  flights 
of  club  members  of  over  21  years  of  age  paying  $20.  The 

smokers  were  planning  to  organize  charter  flight  to  more 
destinations  by  the  end  of  October. 

Although  the  craze  for  chartering  "smokers  only" 
flights  may  continue,  the  number  of  smokers  will  decrease 
definitely  in  America.  Even  in  restaurants  and  public 
places  smoking  is  prohibited.  Smokers  are  looked  down 
in  some  offices  and  some  circles  of  friends.  Smoking  is 
considered  a  handicap  when  interviews  are  made  for 
appointments.  Many  diseases  will  decrease  if  people 
abstain  from  smoking. 


XI 


Sri  Lanka 

Sri.  Lanka  is  very  close  to  South  India.  Yet  I  had 
never  visited  that  island  I  was  invited  to  be  a  speaker 
in  the  Institute  of  Evangelism  for  the  Protestant  Churches 
in  Sri  Lanka.  There  was  a  little  bit  of  fear  in  my  mind 
about  the  attitude  of  Sri.  Lankans  towards  an  Indian. 
Visa  was  arranged  in  Madras. 

I  flew  from  Trivandrum,  the  capital  city  of  my  state, 
Kerala.  The  flight  took  only  45  minutes  to  Colombo.  -  I 
flew  in  an  Air  Lanka  aeroplane  although  Indian  Airlines 
too  was  operating  along  the  same  route. 

As  we  entered  the  aircraft  we  were  asked  to  open  our 
briefcases.  The  security  men  checked  each  item  in  the 
bags  of  the  passengers.  Usually  such  a  check  is  not  done 
inside  the  aircraft  as  security  check  had  already  been  made 
after  the  passengers  went  through  the  immigration  and 
Customs. 

When  I  reached  Colombo  I  went  out  quickly  as  I  did 
not  have  to  wait  for  baggage.  I  had  put  my  clothes  and 
books  in  my  hand  bag.  I  really  travel  light  as  often 
advertised  by  railway  authorities. 

One  man  came  forward  and  offered  assistance  for 
booking  hotel  accommodation.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not 
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need  any  reservation.  What  I  needed  urgently  was  a  little 
time  to  wait  for  the  organizers  of  the  Institute  to  pick  me 
up.  He  was  not  willing  to  give  that.  He  offered  taxi 
service  to  take  me  to  my  place.  He  said  that  it  could 
cost  only  Rs  700  for  taxi  to  take  me  to  the  place  in 
Colombo.  That  was  too  much  money  for  me.  I  had 
better  wait.  He  was  not  will  ing  to  let  me  wait.  Fortu¬ 
nately  the  organizers  came  and  picked  me  up.  Some  of 
these  "helpers''  in  the  airports  are  a  real  nuisance  to 
passengers. 

The  story  of  Sri  Lanka  or  Ceylon  is  closely  linked 
with  that  of  South  India  or  the  south  west  coast  now 
known  as  Kerala.  In  1505  A.  D.  the  Portuguese  saw 
Galle  port.  They  invaded  it  in  1589  and  built  a  small 
fortress  to  guard  the  harbour.  In  1640  the  Dutch  fought 
a  battle  against  the  Portuguese  and  captured  Galle  and 
stayed  there  till  1796  A.  D.  They  constructed  Churches, 
houses  and  streets  within  the  walls.  Finally  the  British 
took  over  the  fort. 

In  Kerala,  Vasco  de  Gama  came  in  1498  A.  D.  The 
Portuguese  tried  to  compel  the  Syrian  Christians  who 
were  nicknamed  Nestorians  to  come  under  the  Pope  of 
Rome.  The  same  thing  happened  in  Ceylon  too. 

Galle  is  the  best-preserved  sea  fortress  in  Asia,  dating 
back  to  the  colonial  era.  UNESCO's  World  Heritage  List 
has  it  as  No.  200  Visitors  can  pass  through  the  two 
gateways  of  this  port  without  paying  any  fee. 

In  1344  A.  D.  the  great  Arab  traveller  Ibu-Batuta 
noticed  Moorish  vessels  in  the  harbour. 

*  15 
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The  outer  wall  of  the  Old  Gate  has  the  British  coat 
of  arms  and  the  crest  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company. 
There  are  473  houses  in  the  Fort,  each  numbered  by  the 
Archeological  Department.  About  50  buildings  date  back 
to  the  Pre-British  occupation  period.  Most  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Fort  are  Muslims. 

I  liked  Sri  Lanka  for  the  green  trees.  It  is  like  my 
own  Kerala  state,  formerly  known  as  Malabar.  K.  P.  S. 

Menon,  who  lived  in  Ceylon  before  I  was  born,  observes 
in  his  book  Many  Worlds  Revisited ,  p.  104. 

"Ceylon  was  indeed  like  Malabar;  nowhere  else  in 
India  or  outside  have  I  felt  so  completely  at  home. 
After  three  years  on  the  Frontier,  so  bleak  and  bare, 
it  cooled  the  eyes  and  gladdened  the  heart  to  see 

the  tropical  vegetation  of  Ceylon — the  tall  coconut 
trees,  the  slender  areca-nut,  the  waving  banana 

and  the  spreading  mango  trees;  the  tea,  rubber  and 
coco  estates;  the  herbs  and  ferns,  the  crotons  and 
orchids." 

After  the  Institute  of  Evangelism,  students  of  Lanka 
Theological  College — Jerome  and  Dushyant — took  me  on 

a  train  journey  from  Ragama  in  Colombo  to  Pilitalawa 
near  Kandy.  I  was  pleased  by  the  train  journey  seeing 
the  scenic  beauty  and  talking  all  the  time  about  churches 

and  theological  education.  K.  P.  S.  Menon's  report  of 
his  train  journey  is  reproduced  below  because  his  experi¬ 
ences  are  akin  to  m i  n e .  (pp.  1  04,  1  05) 

"We  spent  four  years  in  Ceylon.  The  longer  we 
stayed  there,  the  more  we  were  enchanted  by  its 
beauty.  Our  first  railway  journey,  from  Polgaha- 
wela  to  Kandy,  gave  us  a  glimpse  of  its  verdant 
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charm  and  made  us  wonder  which  were  more 
beautiful,  the  plains  or  the  uplands  of  Ceylon.  The 
road  journey  from  Kandy  to  Colombo  was  equally 
delightful.  I  must  have  driven  over  this  road  a 
hundred  times.  Every  time  I  felt  as  if  I  was  driving 
through  the  garden  of  Eden  with  a  dozen  Eves* 
quite  needlessly  clothed,  sitting  by  the  roadside 
and  selling  sugarcane,  cashew-nuts,  tender 
coconuts  and  that  delicious  but  foul-smelling 
aphrodisiac,  the  durian.  The  drive  from  Kandy  to 
Nuwara  Eliya  was  less  intimate  but  grander.  You 
pass  Ramboda,  with  its  gurgling  waterfall,  over  a 
road  with  a  hundred  bends,  including  a  dozen 
hairpin  ones,  and  through  hills  covered  with  tea,  to 
that  queen  of  hill  stations." 

It  is  to  Paradise  K.  P.  S.  Menon  compared  Ceylon. 
Sixty  years  later  things  have  changed.  With  its  ethnic 
problems  it  is  a  land  of  terror  especially  in  Jaffna  area. 
Nevertheless,  one  has  to  agree  with  Mr.  Menon  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  beauty  of  this  island  country,  p.  105. 

"In  fashioning  Ceylon,  nature  seems  to  have  let 
herself  go.  Ceylon  has  everything — hills  and 
peaks,  woods  and  forests,  downs  and  dales,  plains 
and  meadows;  and  this  beautiful  mosaic  is  set  in 
the  silver  sea.  At  the  gateway  to  Ceylon  should 
appear  the  Persian  couplet  inscribed  by  Shah  Jehan 
at  the  entrance  of  Diwan-i-Khas  in  the  Red  Fort  in 
Delhi;  'If  there  be  a  paradise  on  earth,  it  is  this,  it 
is  this,  it  is  this!' 

It  is  not,  however,  good  for  men  to  be  always 
living  in  Paradise." 
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Church  in  Sri  Lanka 

There  are  1.3  million  Christians  in  Sri  Lanka  in  a 

population  of  17.2  million.  Sixtynme  per  cent  are 
Buddhiste,  Hindus  are  about  15%.  Christians  and 

Muslims  are  about  8%  each. 

Roman  Catholics  are  the  major  Christian  denomina¬ 
tion  having  more  than  a  million  members.  Among  the 

Protestants,  the  Anglicans  stand  first  and  the  Methodists 
take  the  second  position.  Among  minor  Protestant 

denominations  there  are  Baptists,  Assemblies  of  God, 
Pentecostal  Church,Salvation  Army,  C.  S.  I.  and  others. 

The  general  understanding  is  that  the  Roma/) 
Catholics  brought  the  Christian  gospel.  But  it  is  a 
historical  fact  that  centuries  before  the  Portuguese  first 
landed  in  Sri  Lanka  in  1502  A.  D  ,  there  were  Christian 
Churches  in  that  island. 

The  Persian  Cross  preserved  in  Anuradhapura  museum 
dating  back  to  600  A.  D,  is  an  indisputable  evidence  that 
Christianity  was  in  Sri  Lanka  (earlier  known  as  Ceylon)  in 

the  6th  century.  Cosmas  Indicopleustes  who  travelled  to 
South  India  between  520  and  525  and  wrote  his  travelogue 

named  Christian  Topography  states: 

"In  the  island  of  Taprobane  in  Inner  India 
where  the  Indian  sea  is,  there  is  also  a  Church 
of  Christians  with  clergy  and  congregation  of 
believers  as  well  as  in  the  land  called  Male  where 
pepper  grows..." 

More  research  is  necessary  to  find  out  how  the 
Church  in  Sri  Lanka  vanished  after  600  A.  D, 
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At  Lanka  Theological  College  I  was  happy  to  see  the 
Persian  Cross  carved  on  the  pulpit  in  their  chapel.  The 

students  showed  me  a  hymn  book  where  the  photo  of 
this  ancient  cross  is  printed.  They  promised  to  collect 

the  available  materials,  though  scanty,  and  to  send  them 
to  me.  Being  a  student  of  Church  History  it  throws 

a  challenge  to  me  to  do  research  and  write  a  history  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Sri  Lanka  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the 

Portuguese. 

According  to  a  strong  tradition  St.  Thomas,  the 
doubting  disciple  of  Jesus  evangelised  Ceylon.  There  is 

a  place  called  Adam's  Peak  in  Sri  Lanka.  There  is  an 
impression  of  a  foot  on  that  place.  Some  Christians 

believe  that  it  was  the  foot  print  of  St.  Thomas. i  The 
Shivites  say  it  belongs  to  Lord  Shiva,  Vaishnavites  aver 
that  it  is  of  Lord  Vaishnava.  The  Muslims  claim  it 
belongs  to  Adam.  But  the  Sinhalese  assert  it  belongs  to 
Lord  Budha. 

The  cross  at  Anuradhapura  dates  back  to  600  A.  D. 

Some  scholars  who  have  studied  this  Cross  opines  that 
the  Cross  was  made  200  years  earlier  than  the  visit  of 

Cosmas  Indicopluestes  which  was  in  522  A.  D.,  thereby 
indicating  the  origin  of  the  Church  in  Ceylon  at  least  to 
the  4th  century. 2 

*'  1  L1 2  •  ?  .  *  « 

The  hill  called  Gintumpitty,  facing  the  Colombo 
harbour  is  connected  with  Christianity.  In  Sinhalese 

language  pitty  means  hill  and  Gintum  is  considered  a 

1.  Harry  Williams,  Ceylon,  the  Peart  of  the  East,  1953- 

p.  281 

2.  Fr.  Hosten,  Antiquities  of  San  Thome  and  My/apore, 
p.239 
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corrupted  from  of  San  Thome.  It  is  possible  that 
St.  Thomas  landed  in  the  Natural  Harbour  in  Colombo  and 
prayed  in  this  mount  near  it.  Fr.  Gnanaprakasham  is  of 
that  view.  Of  course  we  need  to  get  more  archaeological 
evidence  to  corroborate  these  claims. 

As  a  trade  centre  between  West  Asia  and  China, 
Ceylon  played  a  prominent  role.  That  dates  back  to  the 
Jewish  era  before  Christ.  So  it  might  have  been  possible 
to  have  contact  with  South  India  and  the  Persian  Christian 
colonies.  Fr.  A  Mathias  Mundadan  refers  to  a  statement 
by  the  Mohamadan  historian  Muhsil  Ibn  Abil  Fassil  (1358 
A.  D.)  that  pilgrims  from  Ceylon  used  to  visit  the 
monastery  where  one  hand  of  St.  Thomas  was  preserved. 3 

The  Cross  at  Anuradhapura  is  similar  to  the  Persian 
Crosses  found  in  Kottayam,  Mylapore  and  Kadamattam. 
But  unlike  them  no  inscriptions  are  seen  on  this  Cross. 

It  is  difficult  to  surmise  that  the  Church  which  was  in 
600  A.  D.  simply  disappeared  without  any  reason.  The 
possibility  is  that  the  Persian  Church  in  Ceylon  survived 
till  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguese  in  thebeginning  of  the 
16th  century. 

A  hundred  years  ago  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
established  the  Papal  Seminary  in  Kandy.  Priests  from 
Kerala  and  other  parts  of  India  studied  in  Kandy.  In 
October  1993  the  centenary  of  this  Seminary  was 
celebrated.  It  was  celebrated  not  in  Kandy  but  in  Poona, 
as  the  Papel  Seminary  had  been  shifted  from  Kandy  to 


3.  A  M.  Mundadan,  The  Sepulchre  of  Thomas,  1974, 

p.  26 
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Poona  in  1955.  Many  of  the  older  clergy  and  bishops 
had  studied  in  Kandy.  At  present  ten  bishops  and  several 
priests  in  Kerala  are  alumni  of  the  Papal  Seminary.  Many 
of  them  studied  there  after  it  had  been  shifted  from  Kandy 
to  Poona. 

On  16th  December  1993  the  Postal  Department  of  the 
Government  of  India  released  postal  stamps  of  the  Rs  6 
denomination  to  commemorate  the  centenary  of  the  Poona 
Seminary.  !  wonder  whether  many  today  know  that 
hundred  years  ago  that  Seminary  was  not  in  Poona  (Pune 
is  the  modern  spelling), but  in  Kandy  in  Sri  Lanka,  then 
known  as  Ceylon.  As  years  pass  by  not  only  the  names 
or  spellings  but  also  locations  undergo  changes. 

I  did  not  get  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cardinal  or  Bishops  in  Sri  Lanka.  I  met  the 
Brother  in  charge  of  Ragama  Boys  Town  where  we  had 
our  meetings.  The  Boys  Town  is  run  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Brothers.  Ihe  Boys  at  the  Boys  Town  are  from 
economically  backward  homes.  They  get  good  education 
in  technical  subjects  there  and  after  training  they  fend  for 
themselves. 

The  Roman  Catholics  generally  respect  bishops. 
Therefore,  due  consideration  was  given  for  my  food,  as 
they  knew  that  I  do  not  eat  meat.  Tea  without  sugar  was 
given  to  all  diabetic  people  like  me.  Some  of  us  did  not 
like  rice  for  all  three  meals  every  day.  Sri  Lankans  do  not 
know  how  to  make  Chapathies  which  we  Indians, 
especially  North  Indians,  often  take. 

I  gave  two  classes  on  Church  history  and  two  classes 
on  the  Bible.  They  enjoyed  my  classes  on  Church  History 
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as  I  shared  with  them  my  information  about  Nestorian 
missionaries  preaching  in  China,  Japan,  Tibet  etc,  which 
was  news  to  them.  I  was  happy  that  at  least  some 
participants  knew  that  there  was  the  Nestorian  Church  in 
Sri  Lanka  around  600  A.  D.,  as  indicated  by  the  Persian 
Cross  now  preserved  at  Anuradhapura  museum. 

When  John  Stewart  wrote  Nestorian  Missionary 
Enterprise  in  1927  he  writes  about  the  Christian  popula¬ 
tion  of  Ceylon  as  follows;  p.  288. 

"Ceylon,  where  Cosmas  found  Christians  in  A.  D. 
522  and  which  was  the  seat  of  a  bishop  in  the 
fourteenth  century;  has  an  equally  large  percentage 
of  Roman  Catholics,  In  a  total  population  of  four 
and  a  half  millions,  443,000  are  Christians,  of 
whom  386,000  are  Roman  Catholics  and  57,000 
are  Protestants." 

The  Christian  community  which  Cosmas  found  in 
Ceylon  (Taprobane)  must  have  continued  and  got  absorbed 
into  the  Portuguese  stream  when  they  arrived  at  the 
beginning  of  thts  15th  century. 

A  Church  called  Chaldean  Syrian  community  was  in 
existence  in  Sri  Lanka  in  the  present  century.  Luis  Soares 
from  Dindigal  in  Tamil  area  was  consecrated  bishop  in 
Marth  Mariyam  Big  Church,  Trichur  in  1899  A.  D. 
The  new  bishop  who  took  the  name  Mar  Basilius 
consecrated  Vernon  Herford,  an  English  priest,  as  bishop 
by  name  Mar  Jacobus  in  1902.  This  English  bishop 
sailed  from  Colombo  to  England  in  1902.  Mar  Basilius 
however  went  to  Ceylon  for  a  short  term  till  he  died  of 
cholera  in  1  904  A  D 
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During  my  visit  to  Kandy  Rev.  Kumara  lllasinghe. 
Principal  of .  Lanka  Theological  College,  played  my  host. 
The  former  Principal  Dr.  Paul  Benjamin's  photo  was  on 
the  wall  of  the  hall  near  the  chapel.  Paul  Benjamin  was 
a  student  in  the  United  Theological  College,  Bangalore 
during  1963-66  for  a  B  D.  degree  when  I  was  doing 
M.  Th.  degree  in  the  same  seminary  1964-66. 

Although  I  was  meeting  Fr  Kumara  lllasinghe  for  the 
first  time  we  made  instant  friendship  and  immediately  he 
offered  to  drive  me  around  Kandy.  We  had  only  a  few 
hours  that  night  as  I  had  to  travel  back  to  Colombo  after 
a  3-hour  sleep  (11  p.  m.  to  2  a.m.)  to  catch  the  flight 
back  to  India. 

Fr.  Kumara  took  me  to  the  Temple  of  Tooth,  the 
elegant  state  building  in  Kandy.  It  was  the  palace  of  the 
Kings  of  Ceylon.  I  thought  that  the  name  of  the  building 
was  the  Temple  of  Truth;  it  was  only  after  my  visit,  the 
students  told  me  the  truth  that  it  was  not  the  Temple  of 
Truth,  but  Temple  of  Tooth.  How  strange!  I  will  be 
counted  an  ignoramus,  if  I  reveal  the  truth  that  I  never 
heard  about  the  Temple  of  Tooth. 

Lord  Budha's  statues  were  elegantly  kept.  Local 
musical  instruments  such  as  horns  are  blown  to  the 
rhythm  of  the  beating  of  the  drums  There  is  a  religious 
halo  all  around  the  place,  although  cameras  are  clicked 
and  lights  flashed  every  now  and  then.  I  was  totally 
surprised  to  see  the  long  queue  of  foreign  tourists. 
Americans,  Italians,  Germans  and  others  were  seen  in 
plenty  in  that  Temple. 

*  '  t  i  >  .  .  ....  I  . 

We  had  to  take  off  our  shoes  at  the  entrance. 
Fr.  Kumara  said  that  during  my  next  visit  he  could  arrange 
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a  meeting  with  the  Chief  priests  of  the  Temple.  The 
Budhists  are  interested  in  religious  dialogues.  Most  of 
the  Christian  leaders  in  Sri  Lanka  have  given  up  the 
policy  of  confrontation  and  show  interest  in  inter-religious 
dialogues  and  co-operation. 

A  statue  of  Lord  Budha  was  the  second  tourist  spot 
we  visited.  From  a  distance  we  could  see  the  well-lit 
statue  erected  on  a  hill.  But  there  were  no  tourists. 
Perhaps  they  had  all  visited  this  statue  and  gone  to  the 
Temple  of  Tooth.  There  was  a  mild  rain  and  we  had  to 
climb  the  slippery  area  in  front  of  the  statue  very 
carefully.  The  watchman  noticed  that  we  were  conver¬ 
sing  in  English.  So  he  asked  whether  I  was  a  foreigner. 
I  did  not  look  like  a  foreigner,  one  cannot  discern  much 
difference  between  a  South  Indian  and  a  Sri  Lankan. 

When  Fr.  Kumara  revealed  that  I  was  an  Indian,  the 
watchman  demanded  an  entrance  fee.  He  was  apologetic 
in  demanding  money  from  me,  but  he  said  that  he  was 
only  obeying  the  order  of  the  priests  to  collect  entrance 
fee  from  all  foreigners.  We  said  that  we  would  not  go 
inside  the  statue.  It  was  enough  for  us  to  steal  a  quick 
look  at  the  statue  from  outside. 


Despite  the  shortage  of  time  Fr.  Kumara  drove  me  to 
the  Trinity  College  where  he  was  once  chaplain. 
Fr.  Rex  Joseph,  chaplain,  entertained  us  for  tea  in  his 
house  and  showed  me  the  chapel.  The  architecture  of 
the  chapel  is  artistic.  I  was  impressed  by  the  paintings 
on  the  walls  on  the  altar.  In  the  side  room  Fr.  Rex  Joseph 
asked  me  whether  I  could  recognize  the  painting  on  that 
wall. 
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Being  a  student  of  Church  history,  I  guessed  that  it 
depicted  the  arrival  of  the  Western  missionaries  in  Ceylon. 
The  chaplain  explained  that  it  was  the  artist's  imagina¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  Zebedee  pleading  with  Jesus  for  two 
prominent  seats  (One  on  the  left  and  the  other  on  the  right) 
close  to  Jesus  to  be  reserved  for  her  sons,  John  and 
James,  the  sons  of  Zebedee.  Since  it  is  a  Sinhalese 
painting  the  characters  depicted  there  resembled  the  dark- 
complexioned  people  rather  than  the  blue  eyed  white  men 
and  women  often  portrayed  in  Biblical  paintings. 

Alter  driving  through  the  city  of  Kandy,  the  second 
largest  city  in  Sri  Lanka,  Fr.  Kumara  dropped  me  in  the 
students'  hostel  and  library  and  for  some  time  we  searched 
for  books  on  the  early  church  history,  before  dinner  with 
the  Principal. 

After  a  late  dinner  I  went  to  bed  at  11  p.  m.  with  a 
request  to  the  Principal  to  wake  me  up  at  2  a.m.,  if  his 
alarm  clock  did  not  awake  me.  I  woke  up  two  minutes 
before  2  a.m  and  after  bath  was  ready  to  start  at  2.30  a.m. 
Jerome,  one  of  the  students,  got  ready  to  accompany  me 
to  the  airport  in  Colombo  in  the  Seminary  van.  I  told 
him  that  he  didn't  need  to  give  up  his  sleep.  Still  he 
accompanied  me  calling  one  of  his  friends  too. 

In  two  hours  we  reached  the  airport  in  Colombo. 
Jerome  took  me  to  his  home  near  the  airport  and  a  woke 
all  his  people  including  his  old  grand  mother.  After  a 
second  bed  tea  and  a  chat  with  the  old  grand  mother  we 
reached  the  airport  at  4.  45  a.m. 

I  re-exchanged  the  $50  which  I  had  encashed  on  my 
arrival.  The  Sinhala  Rupees  are  no  good  in  India.  The 
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exit  tax  at  the  Colombo  airport  was  Rs  500  which  was 
about  300  Indian  rupees.  In  India  we  paid  Rs  300  for 
exit  to  Western  countries,  but  to  Sri  Lanka  we  paid  only 
half  of  it  i.  e.,  Rs  150,  as  a  courtesy  to  a  neighbouring 
country.  I  was  disappointed  that  Sri  Lanka  did  not 
reciprocate  that  courtesy.  Exit  tax  at  Colombo  is  the 
same  whether  your  exit  was  to  an  affluent  ccuniry  or  to  a 
poor  neighbour  like  India. 

When  I  reached  Tiivar.drum,  the  capital  of  my  Kerala 
state,  a  friendly  customs  officer  with  a  pleasant  smile 
walked  to  me  and  asked  whether  I  had  any  other  baggage 
in  addition  to  my  hand  bag.  When  I  replied  in  the 
negative,  she  stamped  my  customs  clearance  form  and  I 
walked  into  the  freedom  of  my  home  land. 


Mar  Aprem  with  his  eldest  brother  Jose  Mooken  and  two  daughters 

Miriam  and  Mickey.  August  1993. 
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Chicago  1993.  Mar  Aprem  and  Mar  Narsai  with  Mr.  Yonatham 
at  his  Assyrian  Restaurant  called  ASTHAR  INN. 


LOS  ANGELES  TO  TOKYO  127 


With  four  children  adopted  from  Mar  Thimotheus  Memorial  Orphanage, 
Kalathode,  with  foster  parents,  29  August,  1993. 
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Atter  Qurbana  in  Chicago  on  29  Aug  1993.  AIsd  seen  in  the  photo  are 
Addison  Mooken  and  his  son  Aprem,  Geevarghese  Emmatty  with  his 
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With  priest  of  New  Zealand  Rev.  Aprem  Pithyou  on  29  August  1993. 
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Visiting  the  house  of  an  old  classmate  T.  P.  Lazar  living  in  Chicago. 
Mrs.  Lazar,  Milne  and  her  father  Geevarghese  Emmatty  are  in  the  photo. 
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Tokyo  Tour .  Sept.  1993  Mar  Aprem  is  seen  next  to  his  host  Dr  Tadatake  Maruyama, 
President,  Tokyo  Christian  University,  Chiba  near  Tokyo. 
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Tokyo  Christian  University  in  Chiba  near  Tokyo 
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Chapel  and  tall  belfry  of  the  Tokyo  Christian  University 
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Temple  of  Tooth  m  Kandy,  Sri  Lanka.  Mar  Aprem  visited  this  elegant 
Buddhist  shrine  (former  Imperial  Palace)  in  October  1993  along  with  the 
Principal  of  Sri  Lank8  Theological;College,  Fr.  Kumar?  Illasinghe. 
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30  Bishop's  Jokes  (Out  of  Print)  pp.  180,  1983 

31  Laugh  with  the  Bishop  (Bombay)  pp.  95,  1988 

32  Laugh  to  Health  (C.  L.  S.,  Madras)  pp.  82,  1992 

33  Holy  Humour  pp.  104,  1993 

General 

34  From  Relief  to  Development: 

A  Profile  of  CASA  pp.  28f2,  1979 

35  Teach  Yourself  Aramaic  (Reprint  1993)  pp.  152,  1981 

36  Behold  the  Cross  of  Calvary  pp.  152,  1987 

37  Sermons  from  the  Gospels  Vol.  I  pp.  208,  1988 

38  Sermons  from  the  Gospels  Vol.  II  pp.  138,  1990 

39  The  Nestorian  Canon  law  pp.  120,  1993 

40  Mesopotamia  Light  pp.  128,  1993 

Malaijalam 

41  A  Introduction  to  the  History  of  the 

Eastern  Churches  (Reprint,  1990)  pp.  196,  1976 

42  Christeeya  Bakthi  Ganangal  pp.  124,  1985 

43  (ed.)  pp.  424,  1985 

44  pp.  168,  1985 

To  be  published  (1994) 


45  Assyrian  Fathers 

46  Syriac  Manuscripts  in  India 

47  Poems  8-  Prayers 

48  Advanced  Aramaic 

49  Voice  of  the  East  (Editorials) 
L0  Joy  to  l  he  World 
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